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Dear readers,
The opening concert of the Slovak Presidency of the Council of the EU in Bratislava
will feature compositions by artists from the 28 member states of the European
Union, performed under the baton of a Slovak conductor. This is symbolic as,
during its six months in the chair, Slovakia will be the European Union’s ‘choirmaster’
in the drafting of legislation. As in music, this task involves ensuring harmony while
guiding and aligning the interests of all of the Union’s members.
The EU is not only a political project, however. Culture is what is universally
understandable and what brings Europe together. To borrow a quote from
the eminent Slovak statesman Milan Rastislav Štefánik, ‘the power of the spirit
is infinite and knows no boundaries’. With a series of cultural events not only
in Slovakia, but also in fellow European Union countries and in a number of
countries worldwide, we want to showcase our culture to the world. We are
convinced that it is through our culture that we can present Slovakia at its finest.
This publication features a representative cultural programme for our Council
Presidency, which begins on 1 July 2016. Whilst small in size, Slovakia is big in
spirit and potential. Our cultural programme puts people centre stage, with
human stories and talent being the best inspiration.
The programme will present figures of note from the history of Slovak science and
technology while providing space to contemporary artists and the younger generation.
It includes artworks that have earned recognition abroad alongside creations by upand-coming artists working in various genres of music, dance, visual arts and theatre.
‘Slovakia is a beautiful country’ – this is the leitmotif of a musical piece by
Eugen Suchoň that will be played at the opening concert of the Slovak
Presidency. The diverse forms of beauty will be on show in the interactive
project ‘Searching for Beauty’ by young Slovak animators from Ové Pictures.
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There is more, however, as beauty is also to be found in the modern jazz
arrangements of Slovak folk songs from Peter Breiner’s successful collective
Triango and in the vibrant movement of Slovakia’s most acclaimed folklore
ensemble, Lúčnica.
We aim to introduce Slovakia as a country with a wealth of innovative and
skilled people. We will present unique innovative technologies and inventions
by Slovaks that have resonated internationally: the Aeromobil flying car, the
Ecocapsule ecological portable dwelling, a ground-breaking plasma drilling
technology, and successful models of kayaks and canoes.
I hope that the Slovak Presidency will be a success shared by all of us. With
this in mind, public engagement in the Presidency’s activities is a priority for
us. Our grant scheme and patronage support stimulating projects by nongovernmental organisations, schools and local governments which raise
awareness and encourage discussion about the Presidency and the European
Union.
On a number of occasions, the cultural programme of the Slovak Presidency
will also feature the anthem of the European Union, Ode to Joy. We hope that
the variety and richness of the programme will bring joy to you, too.
Miroslav Lajčák
Minister for Foreign
and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic
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Dear readers,
I am delighted that over the next six months our country will not only chair
prominent working parties and committees at European level, but will also
hold a greater number of cultural events at home and abroad.
The cultural programme prepared on the occasion of the first Slovak Presidency
of the Council of the European Union in our history highlights our traditions,
our roots and the influence of the region in which we live. On occasions such as
this, we come to realise how our culture is able to communicate across borders
and bring seemingly different nations together.
Today, more than ever before, we feel the need to pay attention to diversity
and to use common characteristics to help us engage in dialogue. In my view,
any discussion on the common future of Europe requires an understanding
of its cultural background. The challenges faced by European politicians, who
have a difficult time finding suitable solutions, reflect the fact that the role
of culture, of cultural dialogue and of a common European cultural policy has
been underestimated.

4

I would therefore like to cordially invite you to all the events where Slovakia
aims to underline the European quality of the performances, to present the
beauty of our national traditions while accentuating universal European values.
My team and I have prepared the programme presenting Slovakia’s culture
with great care. We are committed to European values, but we also cherish our
uniqueness. This was no easy task, as we wanted to show the best, the most
beautiful, the most dazzling and the most valuable our country has to offer.
We realised that if we wanted to offer all this to the world, then our presidency
would have to last at least a year. I therefore hope that the cultural offering
during the next six months of the year 2016 will give you a pleasant foretaste of
our country’s art and culture and an incentive to attend Slovak cultural events
in the future.
Marek Maďarič
Minister for Culture of the Slovak Republic
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LOGO OF THE SLOVAK PRESIDENCY

As the logo features prominently in
the visual identity of every country
holding the Presidency, we aimed
for a logo that would be attractive,
easy to remember and that would
convey positive emotions. When
selecting the logo, we chose to make
the Slovak language its ‘defining
feature’, since the language will be
highly visible on the international
stage during the Slovak Presidency.
Hence, the logo contains diacritical
marks that are unique features of
the Slovak language – the caron,
acute accent, umlaut and circumflex.
The logo incorporates a variety of
graphical symbols that can be put
together in a number of shapes –
known in electronic communication
as emoticons and/or smileys – that
capture distinct moods, attitudes
or emotions. This modern concept
is reflective of Slovakia’s youth and
dynamism. The logo’s designer has
also made use of another specifically
Slovak element – the colours of the
Slovak tricolour.

8

The winning design testifies to
Slovakia’s youth and dynamism.
The logo is the outcome of an
open competition that attracted
over 200 entries from experts and
amateurs alike. Their designs were
assessed by a panel that, in addition
to representatives of the Ministry of
Foreign and European Affairs, also
included experts in the field. The
winning entry was submitted by
Jakub Dušička, then only a 23-yearold designer and a student of visual
communication at the Academy of
Fine Arts and Design in Bratislava.
In keeping with tradition, the logo
appears on many documents,
promotional materials and brochures.
It is also used for the Presidency’s
official communication channels and
at all Presidency events in Slovakia
and abroad, as well as at events
receiving financial or other support
from the Presidency.

SLOVAK DESIGN:
PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
Presidency tie and scarf
Presidency tie and scarf represent
Slovakia’s high-quality contemporary
graphic design and reflect our
country’s rich traditions. Both garments,
designed by Juraj Kotoč and Nataša
Bauzová, feature blue as a symbol of
water, one of Slovakia’s most precious
treasures. Garments feature graphic
elements symbolising the linden tree and
the Glagolitic script. The majestic linden tree
on the tie represents the resilience and sense of
community that are considered typical for Slovaks. The
heart-shaped linden leaf is illustrative of love and friendship.
It was under this tree that our ancestors gathered
for celebrations and made their peace. Planting
linden trees is still an important aspect of many
significant events in Slovakia. The Glagolitic
script on the scarf is a reference to an important
milestone in Slovak history. Glagolitic was present
at the birth of our intellectual and spiritual culture,
and Christian values. The Glagolitic letter ’S‘ on the
scarf stands for Slovakia. So, just as our ancestors
gathered under the lindens in the past, Europe
gathers today in Slovakia to celebrate its very first
Presidency of the EU Council.

Stamp
Postage stamps commemorate important
events in a country’s history. Postage stamps
give us an opportunity to appreciate the
quality and traditional Slovak graphic design.
The best Slovak graphic designers regularly
win prestigious awards at international
contests. In the last five years, Slovak stamps
have been awarded the Grand Prix de l’Art
Philatélique Belge et Européen three times for
the most beautiful engraved stamp in the
European Union. In honour of the first Slovak
Presidency of the Council of the European
Union, Peter Biľak, one of the world’s most
outstanding contemporary graphic artists,
has designed a commemorative stamp. It has
unique contemporary design and it comes in
attractive wrapping scented with the scent
of Slovak pine forests. Forests, symbolically
depicted in a stamp, cover more than 40 % of
Slovakia’s territory and are an important part
of its natural wealth.
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SLOVAK DESIGN: PROMOTIONAL ITEMS

Two-euro coin
The mining town of Kremnica, located in Central
Slovakia and well known for gold mining in former
times, has been minting coins for more than 700
years. The Kremnica Mint was established in 1328
after Kremnica was granted privileges as
a free royal mining town. In the past,
there were minted historical ducats,
thalers, groschens, denarii and
kreutzers. For almost 500 years,
Kremnica’s famous ducats were
considered the strongest currency
in Central Europe. Current portfolio
includes valuable collectors’ coins,
medals, plaques and circulation coins of
many world countries, including Slovak
euro coins. A commemorative two-euro
coin has been minted to mark the first Slovak
Presidency of the Council of the European
Union, which is an important milestone in our
history. The coin combines our historical minting
tradition with a modern and innovative face of
Slovakia, which is closely linked to our integration
in Europe.

Bratislava Rolls (Bratislavské rožky)
According to historical documents,
these unique pastries have been
a well-known Bratislava speciality
since the 16th century and they
have gradually become famous
in the surrounding towns and
cities as well. Although Slovakia
is a very dynamic country, the
taste of Bratislava Rolls and the
original recipe for this pastry have
remained unchanged – they have
a characteristic rich hazelnut or
poppy-seed filling with intense
and unmistakable aroma. Poppy
seeds, a typical ingredient,
are slowly disappearing from
modern gastronomy, so don’t
miss a chance to try this unique
combination. Bratislava Rolls are
made exclusively in Slovakia and
are registered as a ’Traditional
Speciality Guaranteed‘.
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SLOVAK DESIGN: PROMOTIONAL ITEMS

Bošácka slivovitz
(Bošácka slivovica)
The Bošácka Valley in Western Slovakia
has become legendary not only for its
beautiful landscape, but also for the
richness of its fruit. One of the most
precious kinds of fruit grown here are
plums, which have been traditionally
distilled into quality spirits by the local
inhabitants. Bošácka Slivovitz has been
famous for its quality and exceptionally
intense flavor since the 18th century. As
a gift, it has delighted the White House,
Hollywood and the Kremlin alike.

Žitava Paprika
Paprika is an essential spice in Slovak
cuisine. Traditional Žitava Paprika is
made of assorted peppers grown in
the fertile Podunajská Lowland and
represents amazing diversity which
is typical for Slovakia. It has become
well known for its sweet, rich flavour.
Its uniqueness is set off by the intense
orange-red colour which emerges
during the final grinding stage using the
best quality millstones. Žitava Paprika
is on the EU’s list of foodstuffs using
a protected designation of origin.

Tokaj Wine
Although Tokaj viticultural area is
relatively small, great wealth is hidden
within it. Its vineyards bear high-quality
world-famous Tokaj wines. They are
typically golden in colour and have
a lovely sweet taste, leaving honey
tones and a fruity flavour on the
tongue. Their success is down to three
exceptional grape varieties (Furmint,
Lipovina and Muškát žltý), favourable
climatic conditions, the quality of the
soil in which the vines mature and timetested production methods. Nor should
we forget the winemakers themselves
and their superb skills.
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SLOVAK DESIGN: PROMOTIONAL ITEMS

CulCharge Charging and Data Cable
Many educated and talented people live in Slovakia,
transforming their energy and lifetime experiences into
internationally successful innovative ideas and
products. One of these products is the CulCharge,
a start-up project developed by Viktor Reviliak
and Jozef Žemla, which – following a successful
worldwide crowdfunding campaign – is now
being produced and distributed by leading
telecommunications companies. The CulCharge
is an extremely practical version of a charging
and data cable. It measures only 6 cm and you can
always have it with you thanks to an embedded tag
key. Its handiness, timeless design and compatibility with
all kinds of smartphones make it a great companion. This
gift – miniature in size, but extremely useful – will remind
you of Slovakia’s modern and innovative side.

ESET VIP Booklet
More than 25 years ago the Slovak company ESET started
as a pioneer in the field of anti-virus protection to create
a highly acclaimed software for protection and detection
of software threats. ESET’s goal is the same from the
beginning: to ensure the safe access to technology for
everyone. When the company started its activity, it was
usual that the industry only reacted to existing threats.
Over the years, the ESET
company has invested into
research exploring technologies
that anticipate future threats.
It has built a global network
of research and development
centres to ensure the
protection of customers at
the highest level. The main
benefit is continuously updated
protection that focuses not
only on global threats, but also
responds to local risks. The
company’s focus on quality is
reflected in the number of awards, among
them the VB100. ESET won this prize, which is an equivalent
of ’the Oscars‘ in anti-virus solutions, eleven times in
a row. ESET, with more than 100 million customers in
more than 180 countries in the world, is considered one
of the most successful companies originated in Slovakia.
The VIP booklet contains the story of ESET company and
a security software license with a scratch code.
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SLOVAK DESIGN: PROMOTIONAL ITEMS

Brooches and cufflinks
Boris Hanečka is a renowned Slovak fashion designer who regularly
presents his work in Central Europe. In addition to dedicating himself to
fashion design, he also works as a costume designer, collaborating with
theatres and opera houses. Meanwhile, Zuzana Zeman’s iconic design
creations are inspired by her lifelong travels throughout the world. Her
works build on her family tradition while
being enhanced by her expertise in diamonds
and coloured stones. The design of the
brooches and cufflinks is the work of these
two artists. They were inspired by the theme
of education, which they incorporated into
the symbol of the Slovak nation. The shape
of the brooch is derived from the linden leaf,
which has been viewed as a symbol of the
ancestors of today’s Slovaks since the Great
Moravian era. The brooches and cufflinks
feature finely placed Glagolitic letters that
represent the birth of Proglas, the first poem
in the Old Church Slavonic language. Proglas is also the cornerstone of the
language, which is an essential means of spreading education. The golden
colour of the letters recognises the importance of education and the
dissemination of knowledge – the most valuable thing that any nation has.

Image-building publication Did you know?
This is Slovakia
An English-language publication that puts
a spotlight on the captivating features of Slovakia
and introduces the reader to famous Slovaks, the
country’s attractive sites, as well as businesses that
represent the innovative side of modern Slovakia.
Such businesses include ESET, which has provided
20 000 copies of the book with scratch cards giving the
readers licences for ESET’s anti-virus software. The
brochure aims to provide complementary information
on interesting and unique features that are, in one way
or another, connected to Slovakia.

Promotional publication Slovakia
This publication in English offers a glimpse of
remarkable facts from Slovak history, geography
and economy, along with information about famous
Slovaks and the country’s culture and cuisine. Packed
with facts, the brochure presents Slovakia as a modern,
attractive country with a wealth of history and
traditions and unique national treasures.
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SLOVAK DESIGN: PROMOTIONAL ITEMS

CD Slovak Opera Stars
Since its inception, opera has generally
been one of the supreme and most
representative artistic forms, having
greatly contributed to the image
of a successful country and society.
Slovakia is one of the countries with
an outstanding opera tradition, and
singers originating from Slovakia
have a strong presence at the most
prestigious of world opera stages,
including the Metropolitan Opera in
New York, La Scala in Milan and the
Vienna State Opera. The CD collection
Slovak Opera Stars is a unique set of
four premiere recordings featuring
the four most prominent and soughtafter Slovak opera singers – soprano
Adriana Kučerová, mezzosoprano
Jana Kurucová, tenor Pavol Bršlík
and bass Štefan Kocán. All of them
carry on the tradition of Edita Gruberová,
Lucia Popp, Peter Dvorský and Sergej
Kopčák. The set of four CDs presents the
singers performing a chamber repertoire
accompanied by piano, showcasing
musical compositions from composers
from Slovakia and fellow Visegrad Four
countries.

DVD: Slovakia
The main part of the promotional and
presentational DVD entitled Slovakia is the
audiovisual spot The Essence of Slovakia
from the renowned Slovak director Pavol
Barabáš. The spot consists of four parallel
six-minute films complementing each
other to result in the final large-format
picture and thus creating an exceptionally
moving mosaic about our country. The
dominant sound of the piece is the score
by the composer Slavomír Solovic, which
can be universally understood by everyone
who wants to discover Slovakia, its wild
nature, historical towns, special folk
traditions, UNESCO world heritage sites,
but also Slovakia as a modern European
country.
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PRESENTATION
IN THE EU INSTITUTIONS
Visual Presentation of the Slovak Presidency
When: July – December

✔

Where: Belgium: Brussels, the main seat of the Council of the European Union,
Justus Lipsius

The visual presentation in the Justus Lipsius building, the headquarters of the
Council of the EU in Brussels, is traditionally central to the presentation of any
country holding the Presidency. It is targeted primarily at experts and officials who
attend working party meetings in the building, rather than at the general public.
The visual presentation of the Slovak
Presidency is the result of an open
competition. The winning project –
The Four Elements of Innovation – is
the work of the Slovak Association of
Interior Designers (SAID).
The presentation rests on four pillars,
or elements, of innovation:

They are all unique Slovak-made
technologies or inventions by Slovaks.
The Ecocapsule is a low-energy
dwelling with running hot water,
a shower and toilet; it can be used as
a double hotel room anywhere in the
world.

• Earth: green – ecocapsule by Nice
Architects,
• Water: blue – kayaks and canoes made
by the Vajda Group,
• Fire: red – plasma drilling technology by
GA Drilling,
• Air: yellow – AeroMobil by a team led by
Juraj Vaculík and Štefan Klein.

Kayakers and canoeists paddling
kayaks and canoes based on
technology from the Vajda Group
have won 17 Olympic medals and
dozens more at World and European
Championships. The company
supplies racing boats to athletes from
21 countries, ranging from Australia to
the United States.
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PRESENTATION IN THE EU INSTITUTIONS

The ground-breaking plasma
drilling technology developed
by GA Drilling has brought
substantial time and cost
savings to the extraction
industry (oil and gas) and
other energy sectors.

The centrepiece of the presentation
is the AeroMobil flying car developed
by a team led by Juraj Vaculík and
Štefan Klein. Their roadable aircraft
combines the benefits of a passenger
car with those of a small aircraft. The
enterprise expects to receive its first
pre-orders next year, having attracted
the interest of potential customers
from across the world.
The main space designated for
visual presentation – the Justus
Lipsius atrium – features an
L-shaped arrangement of four walls
representing the four elements. Each
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wall displays one of the innovations
and its creator. In addition, a fully
operational AeroMobil prototype is on
show in the atrium in July 2016.
The building’s foyer and floor 50 are
home to additional installations. Two
rooms on floor 50 are fitted with
furniture, a wallpaper and a carpet
from Slovak manufacturers and
accessories from Slovak designers. The
corridor on the same floor features
two pieces of seating furniture in red
and blue and items by Slovak brands.
The installations bear the colours of
the four elements.

PRESENTATION IN THE EU INSTITUTIONS

Exhibition from a representative collection
of the Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava
When: 20 September – 20 December

✔ Where: Belgium: Brussels, Lex building of the Council of the EU, library
The Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava
(BIB) is the world’s biggest exhibition
of original illustrations of children's
books. Over the course of its existence
spanning more than 50 years, BIB
has seen the finest illustrations for
children that have been made in
a number of countries around the
world. The works are assessed by an
international jury, which grants 11
awards to the illustrators – the BIB
Grand Prix, five BIB Golden Apples and
five BIB Plaques, as well as honourable
mentions to publishing houses, in
recognition of excellent books. A total
of 25 main awards – Grand Prix – have
been given over the course of BIB's
history.
Since it was established, BIB has
been held in partnership with the
International Board on Books for Young
People (IBBY), a distinguished global
organisation which has branches in 77
countries. Over the years, BIB visitors
have had the opportunity to admire
around 70 000 originals of illustrations
by 6 500 illustrators from more than a
hundred countries.

winner of the BIB Grand Prix. This worldrenowned Slovak illustrator took
home the accolade in 1983. He has
illustrated around 300 children’s books
that share a characteristic fantasy
mood, an intricate image composition
and structure, and an appealing
atmosphere.
The exhibition includes some of
the books featuring award-winning
illustrations and an information
poster on BIB’s history. Also on display
are promotional collections from
Grand Prix laureates and award-winning
Slovak illustrators.
BIB is organised and takes place under
the aegis of BIBIANA, the International
House of Art for Children in Bratislava.

The exhibition from BIB's
representative collection, which is
taking place in the Lex building of the
Council of the European Union during
Slovakia's Presidency of the Council,
has two components:
• BIB Grand Prix winners,
• Slovak illustrators who received BIB
awards between 1967 and 2013.
The artwork on show includes works
by Dušan Kállay, the only Slovak

Illustration: Dušan Kállay
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Concert by Pacora Trio
and the young piano virtuoso Martin Chudada
When: 12 July

✔

Where: Belgium: Brussels, European Parliament, Yehudi Menuhin Auditorium

Pacora Trio was established in 2004.
Its music is based on mingling jazz
and folklore music, tinged with
features of classical music. The
Trio’s repertoire includes its own
compositions and rearranged jazz
classics. In 2005, the Trio recorded
its first CD, Pacora Trio, which was
acclaimed in the prestigious BBC
Music Magazine. 2008 saw a unique
combination of vocal Renaissance
music performed by the Czech
ensemble Societas Incognitorum
along with modern ethno-jazz
instrumentals played by the Trio. In
2012, the band launched its second
CD, Fugit Hora, and in 2014 it recorded
a joint live CD, entitled Heroes, with
the Societas Incognitorum ensemble.
Pacora Trio has made recordings for
Czech and Slovak television and radio
stations, the Austrian ORF broadcaster
and a number of films. It has attended
numerous jazz and world music
festivals both at home and abroad.
The next star of the concert is 15-yearold piano player Martin Chudada,
one of the great hopes of Slovak
interpretive art. He has been an
outstanding student of Professor
Darina Švárna at the conservatory
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in Žilina since 2009. He won the
Mozart international competition for
young pianists, Amadeus, in Brno, the
31st competition for young pianists
Concorso Internazionale Giovani Pianisti
in Agropoli, Italy, and in the New
Europe Talents competition (2011) he
was awarded a grant for acoustic
treatment of a piano room. In 2013
he won first prize at the international
young pianists’ competition
Broumovská klávesa in Mikulov (Czech
Republic) and also at the Concorso
internazionale di esecuzione pianistica 2013
in Naples, Italy. At the Peter Toperczer
International Piano Competition in Košice
he came second and was awarded
the Prize of the President of the
Slovak Republic for the best Slovak
participant. At the New Europe Talents
competition (2013), he received a
piano training grant.

PRESENTATION IN THE EU INSTITUTIONS

Exhibition: Searching for Beauty
When: 8 July – 18 September (Opening ceremony on 11 July)

✔ Where: Belgium: Brussels, Parlamentarium
More information on page 42

Slovak Cuisine Week
When: 7–10 November

✔ Where: Belgium: Brussels, Berlaymont building, European Commission, and
other European Commission canteens

During Slovak Cuisine Week we
will present the presidency menu,
with traditional Slovak ingredients,
which will be served in the European
Commission canteens in Brussels.
The menu has been created by two
students of the Bratislava Hotel
Academy, Filip Hýl and Samuel Veselský,
with their teacher Kamil Foltýn who
won the hotel schools competition.
In September 2016, they will hold an
initial training session for the European
Commission’s in-house chefs and
will draw up an information sheet
containing calories and allergens. In
November, the presidency menu will
be presented in turn in the individual
canteens of the European Commission.
The winning menu to be served in
Brussels consists of:
starter:
• encián (a camembert-like cheese) with
wild rocket and cherry tomatoes,

dessert:
• cottage-cheese cake with peaches,
strawberries and whipped cream.
The event will be officially opened
in the Berlaymont building by the
Vice-President of the European
Commission Maroš Šefčovič, who has
assumed patronage of the event,
the Permanent Representative Peter
Javorčík and the head of the Bratislava
administrative region Pavol Frešo.

Creators of the winning menu

soup:
• carrot soup with basil oil,
main courses:
• trout with mashed potatoes, vegetable
and lemon sauce
• chicken breast stuffed with spinach and
smoked string cheese, potatoes and
roasted onion,

The winning menu which will be served during
Slovak Cuisine Week in Brussels
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MAIN PRESIDENCY VENUES
Reduta – the home of the
Slovak Philharmonic

Reduta ranks among the most significant
buildings that host cultural and social
events in Bratislava. Built by Queen Maria
Theresa in the 18th century as a granary,
Reduta was rebuilt in the Neo-Baroque
style – with a touch of Rococo and Art
Nouveau – in the 20th century. The stately,
representative building has a history of
hosting balls, artistic performances and
social events that continues to the present
day. The concert hall has long been the
home of the Slovak Philharmonic, an
orchestra that attracts top musicians from
all over the world.
During Slovakia’s Presidency, Reduta will
temporarily be turned into a conference
centre, serving as a key venue for
informal meetings of ministers and for
ministerial conferences.
The difficult task of adjusting the building
to ensure that it fits its temporary purpose
as a conference venue was undertaken
by an experienced duo of architects –
the brothers Iľja Skoček Jr. and Martin
Skoček. Both of them have a great many
successful projects to their names. The
renovation of the Albrecht Hotel on
Mudroňova Street in Bratislava earned
them the Slovak CE.ZA.AR architecture
award in the ‘Interior’ category in 2009.
They received another CE.ZA.AR award in
2015 – this time in two categories.
All the specially installed interior features
and all features of the external pavilions
have one motif in common – they employ
the old method of fabric blueprinting,
a way of dyeing folk costumes and other
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clothing that was common throughout
Slovakia. This motif weds the colour blue,
which is associated with the European
Union, with an ornamental style that is
characteristic for Slovakia and has its roots
in folk arts.
The architectural adjustments to Reduta
were designed as standalone temporary
interior units and required no structural
modifications to the building as such.
They include several small items such as
the information desk, photo backdrops
and the press conference stand.
Their architectural design is intended
to contrast with Reduta’s interior
decorations.
By contrast, the exterior pavilions have
a more conspicuous design and draw
attention to Reduta’s temporary role as
a conference venue. They also provide
space for walk-through security gates
and baggage scanners. The two pavilions
are standalone structures that draw
inspiration from the traditional shape of a
typical Slovak pitched-roof house.

Historical building of the National
Council of the Slovak Republic
Formerly the seat of the National Council
of the Slovak Republic, Župný dom, or
the ‘County House’, is a major cultural site
situated in the city centre. On the basis of
designs by the prominent Bratislava-based
architect Ignác Feigler, the building was
converted from an 18th century Trinitarian
monastery. It was in the County House
that Slovakia’s Declaration of Sovereignty
and Constitution were adopted in 1992.

MAIN PRESIDENCY VENUES

During the Slovak Presidency, it will host
meetings of high-level state officials,
expert meetings, informal meetings
of working parties and committees,
workshops, seminars and conferences.

Bratislava Castle

Hotel Bôrik
The building was designed by architect
Štefan Svetko, who also designed the
renowned ‘inverted pyramid’ building
that is home to Slovak Radio. The hotel
operates under the administration of the
Government Office and provides services
to state officials visiting Slovakia. During
the Slovak Presidency, it will host
meetings of high-level state officials,
expert meetings, informal meetings
of working parties and committees,
workshops, seminars and conferences.

Bratislava Castle sits prominently
above the Slovak capital. The first
written record of the castle dates
back to the year 907. At present,
the castle is home to exhibitions
organised by the history department
of the Slovak National Museum, with
some areas used for representative
and official purposes. During the
Slovak Presidency, the castle will host
gala dinners for informal meetings of
ministers and ministerial conferences.

New building of the Slovak
National Theatre
Congress hall of the Ministry of
Foreign and European Affairs
The ministry’s congress hall is an
important venue for political meetings
on foreign policy and international talks.
During the Slovak Presidency, it will host
meetings of high-level state officials,
expert meetings, informal meetings
of working parties and committees,
workshops, seminars and conferences.

The new building for the Slovak
National Theatre (SND) was designed
by the architects Martin Kusý, Pavol
Paňák and Peter Bauer. It was opened
in 2007 after 27 years of construction.
The building has seven storeys and
three main halls. Interior and exterior
artworks add to the elegance of the
SND’s new home. The building will
host the opening concert of the
Slovak Presidency and the European
Summit of Regions and Cities.
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* The cultural events are organised and coordinated by the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak
Republic supported by its subordinate bodies and the Ministry of Foreign and European
Affairs of the Slovak Republic.

CONCERTS
Opening Gala Concert of the Slovak Presidency,
Bratislava (by invitation only)
When: 1 July at 7 p.m.

✔

Where: Slovakia: Bratislava, Slovak National Theatre (new building)

The gala concert to mark the
beginning of the Slovak Presidency
of the Council of the European Union
will give guests in the Slovak National
Theatre Opera and Ballet Hall, as well
as TV viewers, a glimpse of Slovakia’s
beauty and wealth. This event will
showcase not only the country's
top artists but also its natural
beauty, national heritage, sporting
achievements, scientific discoveries
and industrial technologies.
Short films will depict Slovakia as
a modern and dynamic country.
Particular Slovak regions will be
presented by prominent Slovak actors
from those regions. The audience and
TV viewers will be addressed by Mária
Kráľovičová, Zuzana Kronerová, Zuzana
Fialová, Petra Vajdová, Eva Pavlíková,
Dana Košická, František Kovár, Dušan
Jamrich and Maroš Kramár.

To kick off the concert, the
Gasp art ensemble will perform
interesting variations of Slovak
music. The concert will continue
with performances by top Slovak
opera soloists Adriana Kučerová, Jana
Kurucová, Miroslav Dvorský and Štefan
Kocán, accompanied by the choir
and orchestra of the Slovak National
Theatre Opera conducted by Rastislav
Štúr. Vocal music group Fragile will
sing the European Union anthem.
Outstanding instrumentalists Martin
Valihora, Lukáš Oravec, Radovan
Tariška, Michal Bugala, Eugen Vizváry
and Juraj Griglák will also perform. The
rock band IMT Smile, in an unusual
twist, will wind up the concert by
playing along to a dance performance
by the Lúčnica folk dance ensemble.
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Opening Gala Concert of the Slovak Presidency:
Viva Europa!, Bratislava (public event)
When: 2 July

✔

Where: Slovakia: Bratislava, square in front of Eurovea Shopping Centre

The public gala concert to mark the
opening of the Slovak Presidency,
Viva Europa!, will feature a large mixed
choir composed of artists from all 28
EU Member States accompanied by
the Symphony Orchestra conducted
by Jozef Chabroň, choirmaster of
the Slovak Philharmonic Choir. The
gala concert will be preceded by
a week-long meeting in Bratislava
during which artists will study
the programme especially for this
occasion. Well-known and lesserknown European melodies as well as
24 national languages will be heard.
The idea of the concert is inspired
by the motto 'United in diversity'
which signifies how Europeans have
come together, in the form of the
European Union, to work for peace
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and prosperity while at the same time
being enriched by the continent's
many different cultures, traditions
and languages. All 28 EU countries
are therefore equally represented at
the gala concert by their artists as
well as by one song that is typical
of each country and which will be
performed in that country's language.
Beethoven's Ode to Joy, which is the
official EU anthem, will close the
concert. Slovakia will be represented
by the song Aká si mi krásna (How
Beautiful You Are) composed by Eugen
Suchoň. The Opening Gala Concert of
the Slovak Presidency will also mark
the opening of the 12th edition of
the international music festival Viva
Musica!.

CONCERTS

Opening Gala Concert of the Slovak Presidency:
the Opera Gala Concert of the Slovak Philharmonic
Orchestra, Brussels
When: 7 July at 8 p.m.

✔

Where: Belgium: Brussels, BOZAR, Henry le Boeuf Hall

The concert of the Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra and the Slovak Philharmonic
Choir in Brussels is one of the opening concerts of the Slovak Presidency. The
programme consists mainly of foreign works and three Slovak works. The
concert will be conducted by Rastislav Štúr and choirmaster Jozef Chabroň. The
soloists will include Pavol Bršlík, Jolana Fogašová and Štefan Kocán.
Programme:
1. Gioachino Rossini, Tancredi, Overture to
the opera
2. Georges Bizet, Carmen, Habanera from Act
I (Jolana Fogašová)
3. Pietro Mascagni, Iris, ‘Hymn to the Sun’ from Act I
4. Georges Bizet, the Pearl Fishers, ‘Je crois
entendre encore’ – Nadir’s romance from
Act I (Pavol Bršlík)
5. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Don Giovanni,
‘Madamina’, Leporello’s aria (Štefan Kocán)
6. Alexander Porfiryevich Borodin, Prince Igor,
Polovtsian Dances
7. Eugen Suchoň, ‘How Beautiful You Are’, a
cappella choir
8. Ján Cikker, Juro Jánošík, Preludio and La
danza from the opera

9. Giuseppe Verdi, Sicilian Vespers, ‘O tu,
Palermo’ – Procida’s aria (Štefan Kocán)
10.Giacomo Puccini, Tosca, Tosca’s prayer
(Jolana Fogašová)
11. Giuseppe Verdi, Luisa Miller, Rodolfo’s
recitative and aria from Act II (Pavol Bršlík)
Giuseppe Verdi, Luisa Miller, récitatif et air de
Rodolfo du 2me acte de l´opera 'O fede negar
potessi ... Quando le sere al placido'
12. Giuseppe Verdi, La forza del destino (The
Power of Fate), ‘La vergine degli angeli’ –
Leonora’s aria from Act II (Jolana Fogašová,
Štefan Kocán)
13. Eugen Suchoň, the Whirlpool: ‘What red
cheeks you have’ – wedding scene from the
opera
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Concerts of top soloists
Pavol Bršlík
The tenor Pavol Bršlík (known abroad
as Pavol Breslik) studied at the
Academy of Arts in Banská Bystrica
under the supervision of Prof. Vlasta
Hudecová. In 2000 he won the
Antonín Dvořák Singing Competition
in the Czech Republic. He attended
master classes given by Yvonne
Minton, Mady Mesplé, Mirella Freni
and William Matteuzzi. From 2003
to 2006 he was a member of the
Berlin State Opera Unter den Linden.
He has been a freelance performer
since 2006; he has appeared at the
Metropolitan Opera in New York
and other major opera houses and
festivals. He sang Lensky, Nemorino
and Alfred at the Vienna State Opera,
and made his debut at the Bavarian
State Opera with two major roles:
Gennaro (Lucrezia Borgia) alongside
Edita Gruberová and Edgardo (Lucia
di Lammermoor) with Diana Demrau.
At Covent Garden, the audience
enjoyed his portrayal of Lensky in a
new production of Eugene Onegin, as
well as his interpretations of Ferrando
and Tamino. He will return there as
Don Ottavio. He has sung at the Paris

Pavol Bršlík ©Neda Navaee

Opera, the Opera House in Barcelona,
the Théâtre Royal de la Monnaie in
Brussels, the Berlin State Opera, the
Salzburg Festival and the Geneva
Grand Theatre. He is a member of the
Zurich Opera House in Switzerland
and recently debuted in Australia as
Nadir at the Sydney Opera House.
Slovak opera fans can admire Mr
Bršlík in the Slovak National Theatre
portraying the roles of Tamino,
Nemorino or Don Ottavio.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Germany (Berlin)
Malta

Edita Gruberová
The Slovak soprano Edita Gruberová
is critically acclaimed as ‘prima donna
assoluta, coloratura-phenomenon,
Queen of the Belcanto’. Enthusiastic
ovations after each of her appearances
confirm this assessment. Edita
Gruberová studied at the conservatory
in Bratislava under the supervision
of Prof. Mária Medvecká and with
Ruthilde Boesch in Vienna. Her
international career began at the
Vienna State Opera as Zerbinetta in
Ariadne auf Naxos with Karl Böhm
conducting. Ms Gruberová has been
enthusiastically applauded all over the
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world for her interpretations of the
roles of Zerbinetta, Konstanze, Donna
Anna, Rosina, Gilda, Violetta and
Lucia at the leading opera houses
such as Teatro alla Scala, Royal Opera
House Covent Garden, Metropolitan
Opera New York, the Opera Houses
of Munich, Vienna, Hamburg, Geneva,
Zurich, Florence, Paris, Berlin, Madrid
and Barcelona since then. Many
of these opera companies have
produced rare operas, especially for
Ms Gruberová – for example Maria
Stuarda, I Puritani, Linda di Chamounix
and Roberto Devereux. In 2003 she
had a tremendous success with her
debut of Norma in Tokyo and in 2004
as Elisabetta in a new production of
Roberto Devereux at the Munich State
Opera and as Norma in Baden-Baden
as well. Edita Gruberová is a regular
guest at the Opera Festivals of Munich
and Salzburg. She has participated
in several important opera film
adaptations: Hänsel und Gretel, Rigoletto,
Arabella, Così fan tutte and Ariadne

auf Naxos. Edita Gruberová is highly
acclaimed as a concert singer. Since
the beginning of her career she has
particularly cultivated the art of the
Lied and has given recitals all over the
world. She has the title of Austrian
and Bavarian Kammersängerin, is
an honorary member of the Vienna
State Opera and has been awarded
many distinctions including the Sir
Lawrence Olivier Award, the distinguished
Italian Franco Abbiati Prize for the best
interpretation of an Italian opera role
(Lucia), Bellini d'oro, order of merit of
the Austrian Republic and Order of
the White Double Cross awarded by
the President of the Slovak Republic.
In addition, she has been awarded
the Herbert von Karajan Prize as an
outstanding artist.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Czech Republic (Prague)
Germany (Berlin)
Austria (Vienna)

Adriana Kučerová
The soprano Adriana Kučerová is
currently one of the most popular
opera singers and represents the
succeeding generation to the glorious
tradition of Slovak sopranos such as
Lucia Popp, Edita Gruberová or Ľubica
Vargicová. She was awarded the 1st
prize and became the absolute winner
of the prestigious International Hans
Gabor Belvedere Singing Competition in
Vienna 2005. She has appeared as
a guest performer on the renowned
opera stages of Milan’s La Scala, the
Deutsche Staatsoper in Berlin and
the Theater an der Wien. She has also
performed at the opera festivals in
Salzburg, Glyndebourne and in Český
Krumlov. Ms Kučerová is a regular
guest at the opera houses in Paris and
Vienna and toured with the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra during the
2012/2013 season. She has collaborated
with such renowned conductors as

Adriana Kučerová

Daniel Barenboim, Kent Nagano,
Fabio Luisi, Vladimir Jurowski and JeanChristophe Spinosi.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Greece (Athens)
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Róbert Pechanec
Róbert Pechanec took piano classes
from Anton Kállay and Darina Švárna
at the Conservatory in Žilina. He
continued his studies in the class of
Daniel Buranovský at the Academy of
Performing Arts in Bratislava. During
his studies at the conservatory, he

Robert Pechanec ©Juraj Novák

had begun to work with singers.
He attended Master classes for
singing with piano accompaniment
under the supervision of Brigitte
Fassbaender and Wolfram Rieger in
1990. The proofs of this successful

cooperation are numerous awards
from national and international
competitions (Vocal Competition of
Mikuláš Schneider-Trnavský, Belvedere
Wettbewerb, 2nd International Lucia
Popp Competition). He was awarded
the prize for best accompanist several
times. Mr Pechanec has performed
in Belgium, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, France, Hungary, Germany,
Poland, Austria, Switzerland and Italy.
From 2000 to 2004 he worked as a
chief accompanist at the Wexford
Festival Opera and staged a number
of productions. He participated in
the song performances at various
recitals together with the leading
soloists during the festival, too.
He has appeared at the Frankfurt
Opera House in productions of Katya
Kabanova, Jenůfa, The Queen of Spades and
Khovanshchina.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Malta

Richard Šveda
The baritone Richard Šveda
studied opera singing at the State
Conservatory in Bratislava. He
continued his studies at the University
of Music and Dramatic Arts in Graz,
Austria, and improved his singing art by
enrolling in the international singing
courses of Peter Dvorský, Deborah
Polaski, Franz Grundheber, Boris
Statsenko, David Syrus, Zlatica and
Dagmar Livorová. He has succeeded
in many competitions at home and
abroad - for example the Antonín
Dvořák International Singing Competition
at Karlovy Vary, the International Vocal
Competition of Mikuláš Schneider-Trnavský,
Francisco Viñas in Barcelona, Hans Gabor
Belvedere in Vienna and Emmerich Smola
Richard Šveda © Tamara Černá
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Förderpreis in the German town of
Baden Baden. The core of his repertoire
consists mainly of characters from
Mozart’s operas: Don Giovanni (Don
Giovanni), Count Almaviva (Le nozze
di Figaro), Papageno (Die Zauberflöte),
Guglielmo (Così fan tutte). Mr Šveda
has performed with great success
for example on the following stages:
Chinese Grand Theatre in Shanghai,
Xiamen, Guangzhou, Deutsche
Oper Dortmund, Essen, Dresden
Semperoper, Prinzregententheater
in Munich, Klagenfurt Opera, Prague
National Theatre and Musikvereinsaal

and Volksoper in Vienna. Since the
2010/2011 season Richard Šveda has
been a soloist of the Deutsche Oper
am Rhein in Düsseldorf. His upcoming
performances include for example
appearances in the Gran Teatre del
Liceu in Barcelona and the Théâtre du
Châtelet in Paris, where he will portray
Papageno in a production of Die
Zauberflöte.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Germany (Berlin)
Austria (Vienna)

Zuzana Šveda
The mezzo-soprano Zuzana Šveda
studied singing at the Academy of
Performing Arts in Bratislava. Her
singing art developed further when
she enrolled for the Socrates project
at the Landestheater Detmold in
Germany and international singing
courses given by Peter Dvorský,
Zlatica Livorová and Boris Statsenko.
Of the various international singing
competitions in which has she
participated very successfully, the
most interesting is the acquisition
of the role of Vita at the Opera
Competition and Festival in collaboration
with Mezzo Television in Szeged. She
also won a nomination for the Czech
Thalia Award for her interpretation
of that role. Her repertoire includes
many title roles, such as Dorabella
(Così fan tutte), Rossini’s Isabella from
the opera The Italian in Algiers, Bizet’s
Carmen, Charlotte (Massenet: Werther)
and Giordano’s Fedora from the
eponymous opera. She performed in
Ostrava, Bratislava, Kosice, Klagenfurt,
Regensburg, Düsseldorf and many
other cities. In the next season, she
will portray Adalgata in Donizetti’s
opera Norma alongside the world

Zuzana Šveda ©artist's archive

famous Edita Gruberová on a tour
in Japan including Tokyo, Osaka and
Nagoya.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Germany (Berlin)
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Peter Valentovič
Before the Slovak conductor Peter
Valentovič began his conducting
studies at the Universität für Musik
und darstellende Kunst in Vienna
and at the Conservatoire national
supérieur de musique et de danse in
Paris, he had been highly acclaimed
as a concert pianist. He worked as
an accompanist at the Opéra Bastille
and the Théâtre du Châtelet in Paris,
and subsequently at the Vienna State
Opera. He received the Viktor Bunzl
Scholarship for extraordinary artistic
talents during his studies in Vienna.
He was also head of the opera stage
production at the Tyrolean Festival in Erl,
in Bolzano’s City Theatre, conductor
and choirmaster at the Cape Town
Opera in South Africa and the first
bandmaster at the Istanbul State
Opera. Mr Valentovič has worked with
famous conductors including, among
others, Sir John Elliot Gardiner, Franz
Welser-Möst and Friedrich Haider.
He is currently one of the most indemand conductors in Slovakia and
regularly conducts in opera houses
and philharmonics in Bratislava and
Košice. He has also worked with the
ORF-Radio-Symphonieorchester
Wien, Wiener Kammerorchester,
Prague Philharmonic Orchestra,
Zürcher Kammerorchester,
Münchner Symphoniker, Orchester
der Deutschen Oper Berlin, Malmö
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Opera Orchestra and Cape Town
Philharmonic Orchestra. His upcoming
performances include an appearance
at the Deutsche Oper Berlin, La Scala
in Milan and a tour in Japan.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Czech Republic (Prague)
Austria (Vienna)

CONCERTS

Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra

Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra ©Tomáš Hulík

Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra is
the oldest and most important
Slovak symphonic ensemble. It was
founded in 1949 by two remarkable
internationally acclaimed conductors,
Václav Talich and Ľudovít Rajter.
Other principal conductors who have
also played a role in shaping the
orchestra artistically include Tibor
Frešo, Ladislav Slovák, Libor Pešek,
Vladimir Verbickij, Bystrík Režucha,
Aldo Ceccato and later Ondrej
Lenárd, Jiří Bělohlávek, Vladimír Válek
and Peter Feranec. The orchestra’s
principal conductor is currently
Emmanuel Villaume. Leoš Svárovský
and Rastislav Štúr are permanent
guest conductors.
Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra
regularly appears at prominent
venues and festivals in Europe. They
have played in almost all European
countries, in Turkey, Japan, South
Korea and the USA.

In addition, the Slovak Philharmonic
Orchestra has made numerous
recordings for radio, television and
record companies, including Opus,
Supraphon, Panton, Hungaroton, JVC
Victor, RCA, Pacific Music, Naxos and
Marco Polo.
The 2015/2016 concert season has
yielded a variety of top-quality local
productions, as well as interesting
concert offers from abroad. In
March 2016, the Slovak Philharmonic
Orchestra appeared in the Oman
Royal Opera House Muscat for the
fourth time, performing Le Corsaire
together with the English Royal Ballet.
The season will be rounded off in
July 2016 with a concert in Brussels to
celebrate the Slovak Presidency of the
EU Council.
Concerts during the Slovak Presidency
Belgium: Brussels
Switzerland: Lucerne
Italy: Rome
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Slovak Chamber Orchestra

Slovak Chamber Orchestra

Slovak Chamber Orchestra was
established in 1960 at the Slovak
Philharmonic by the outstanding
violinist maestro of Silesian origin,
Bohdan Warchal (1930-2000). Since
its foundation, it has been one of
the most popular classical music
ensembles in Slovakia.
Under Warchal, it became one of the
most prominent examples of Slovak
performing art abroad, earning critical
acclaim mainly for its meticulous
phrasing and rich, smooth sound.
Music from the baroque period used
to form the core repertoire of the
ensemble, which was later expanded
with music from the 19th and 20th
centuries, including numerous
premieres of pieces of Slovak and
foreign composers.
Slovak Chamber Orchestra has
participated in many important festivals,
including the Festival de musique de
Strassbourg, the Salzburger Festspiele, the
Festival de musique classique Montreux
– Vevey, Budapesti Zenei Hetek, the Silver

32

Lyre in St. Petersburg, the Prague Spring
International Music Festival and the
Janáček May International Music Festival.
It has given concerts at prestigious
venues in Europe, North and South
America, Australia and Asia. Leading
performers such as Vladimir Spivakov,
Tabea Zimmerman, Miklós Perényi,
Anne-Sophie Mutter, Cyprien Katsaris,
Jean-Pierre Rampal and others have
collaborated with the orchestra, which
has made more than 100 recordings of
music from various periods for local and
foreign record companies.
Bohdan Warchal led the orchestra
for more than 40 years. His successor
is Ewald Danel, who has been the
ensemble’s artistic director since
January 2001. The repertoire of the
rejuvenated orchestra has moved
slightly towards Romanticism and the
music of the 20th century.
Concerts during the Slovak Presidency
Poland: Warsaw, Wrocław
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Quasars Ensemble
Performers:
Quasars Ensemble
Eva Šušková, singer
Ivan Buffa, conductor

Quasars ©Jaroslav Ľaš

Quasars Ensemble is a unique
professional musical ensemble of
its kind in Slovakia. In addition to
contemporary classical music, the
ensemble also performs music
from earlier epochs and has gained
international respect for daring
dramaturgical concepts. It confronts
the latest contemporary works with
pillars of classical music history.
The ensemble has played works
by outstanding representatives of
leading contemporary composition
such as Bent Sørensen, Michael Jarrell,
Kaija Saariaho and Toshio Hosokawa
who have been present in person at
the concerts. The ensemble has also
worked with flautists Camilla Hoitenga
and Mario Caroli, violinist Dalibor
Karvay, singers Lionel Peintre, Stephan
Loges, Knut Schoch, Sergej Kopčák,
Petra Noskaiová and Eva Šušková, and
conductor Szymon Bywalec.
Quasars Ensemble has appeared
on the most prestigious stage of
contemporary music – in the legendary
summer holiday courses in Darmstadt.
It has also performed at the Warsaw
Autumn Festival, Arcus Temporum in
Pannonhalma and the Ostrava Days
Festival. The ensemble has appeared
in the Flagey House for Culture in
Brussels, Gasteig Cultural Centre in
Munich, Budapest Music Centre and

the NOSPR (Narodowa Orkiestra
Symfoniczna Polskiego Radia) in
Katowice. It regularly plays as a
guest at the most prestigious Slovak
festivals Bratislava Music Festival and
Melos-Étos.
For three years, the ensemble has
been the ensemble-in-residence
of the Kasárne/Kulturpark Cultural
Centre in Košice. Its concert cycle
significantly shaped the European
Capital of Culture 2013 project and the
ISCM Music World Days 2013 in the city.
Quasars Ensemble has an exclusive
recording contract with Hevhetia
Recording Company. Its recent album
Néo-classicisme looks back at the
revival, in the 20th century musical
environments of Paris and Prague, of
the classicist ideal of musical beauty
according to the ancient model.
In 2014 the ensemble was given the
Krištáľové krídlo (Crystal Wing) award
for its 2013 profile CD containing
works by Arnold Schönberg, Alexander
Albrecht and Paul Hindemith. Its CD
Posledné slová (Last Words) produced
by the Music Centre in Bratislava was
a unique and final project of the
legendary bass singer Sergej Kopčák in
cooperation with Quasars Ensemble.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Hungary: Budapest
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Moyzes Quartet
Members:
Jozef Horváth – first violin
Fratinšek Török – second
violin
Alexander Lakatoš – viola
Ján Slávik – cello

Moyzes Quartet ©Martin Marenčin
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Since its foundation in 1975, the Moyzes
Quartet has been one of the most
famous chamber ensembles in Slovakia.
The quartet members are graduates of
the Academy of Music and Performing
Arts in Bratislava (under T. Gašparek).

Art Award in 2015 and the Minister for
Culture Award in 2016.

They continued their studies at the
Hochschule für Musik und darstellende
Kunst (University of Music and
Performing Arts) in Vienna (under F.
Samohyl and G. Pichler). Even during
their studies the quartet won acclaim
in national and international contests
(Evian). In 1998, they received the
Brazilian Composer Prize for the best
CD of Brazilian chamber music (G.
Bauer, H. Crowl). In the years 1986-2005,
the Moyzes Quartet was one of the
ensembles of the Slovak Philharmonic.

The ensemble has recorded more
than 40 CDs and performed in the
world’s major concert halls, such
as the Schauspielhaus in Berlin,
the Mozarteum in Salzburg, the
Gewandhaus in Leipzig, the Teatro
Real in Madrid, Cathédrale Saint-Louis
des Invalides in Paris and the Merkin
Concert Hall in New York. They have also
recorded music for several successful
Slovak films. For 40 years, the leader
of the Moyzes Quartet was Stanislav
Mucha. Jozef Horváth took over in 2016.

They have successfully represented
Slovak musical culture in almost all
European countries, Japan, India,
Morocco, the USA, Canada, the Faroe
Islands and Cuba. In 2000, the Moyzes
Quartet was awarded the Frico Kafenda
Prize. The ensemble received the
prestigious Tatra banka Foundation

Concerts during the Slovak Presidency:

The quartet’s repertoire covers all
periods, including the works of
contemporary Slovak composers.

Netherlands: Rijswijk
Luxembourg: Luxembourg
Portugal: Lisbon
Spain: Madrid
Ukraine: Kyiv
Georgia: Tbilisi

CONCERTS

Mucha Quartet
Mucha Quartet ©Miroslav Kormoš

Members:
Established in 2003 at the
Conservatoire in Bratislava, this
string quartet ranks among the
most promising young chamber
ensembles in Slovakia. The quartet's
first teacher was Stanislav Mucha,
the father of the cellist Pavol Mucha
and the first violinist of the Moyzes
Quartet. The members of the Mucha
Quartet studied chamber music at
the Academy of Performing Arts in
Bratislava under Ján Slávik, at the
Universität für Musik und darstellende
Kunst (University of Music and
Performing Arts) in Vienna under
Johannes Meissl, and also at the
Escuela Superior de Música Reina
Sofía (Queen Sofia College of Music) in
Madrid under Günter Pichler.
The ensemble was awarded second prize
at the International Bohuslav Martinů
Competition in Prague (2010) and third
prize at the Gianni Bergamo Classical
Musical Award 2012 in Lugano. They won
the Josef Windisch Prize 2013 (Vienna). At
the Premio Paolo Borciani international
competition in 2014 they received second
prize as well as the audience prize.
At the Antonín Dvořák International
Chamber Music Competition 2014 (Prague),
they were presented with first prize.

Juraj Tomka, first violin
Andrej Baran, second violin
Veronika Prokešová, viola
Pavol Mucha, cello
The Mucha Quartet regularly performs
at various music festivals and cultural
events in Slovakia and abroad, such as
the Bratislava Music Festival, the Prague
Spring International Music Festival, the
recital in the Musikverein in Vienna,
the Quatuors Festival in Bordeaux
and the Chamber Music Days of J. N.
Hummel. They also performed at the
official visit of Queen Elizabeth II of
the United Kingdom to Slovakia in
2008. In November 2011, they made
their debut at the Luxembourg
Philharmonic.
Their regular projects include musica_
litera (combining classical music and
literary works).
Concerts during the Slovak Presidency:
Denmark: Copenhagen
France: Paris
Croatia: Zagreb
Germany: Munich
Slovenia: Ljubljana
Spain: Ávila
Sweden: Stockholm
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Cellomania

Members:

Cellomania ©Pavol Kastl

Jozef Lupták
Jozef Podhoranský
Eugen Prochác
Ján Slávik
The Cellomania ensemble was
founded in 2000 by Eugen Prochác.
Members of this group are prominent
Slovak cellists – Jozef Lupták, Jozef
Podhoranský, Eugen Prochác and Ján
Slávik. All the musicians are active as
soloists, chamber-music players, music
teachers and organisers of music
events.
The repertoire of the ensemble is
quite extensive – from baroque to
contemporary music – covering
musical arrangements as well
as original pieces composed for
this ensemble. The ensemble has
premiered several works by Slovak
composers and performed with
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the world-famous composer Sofia
Gubaidulina. They played a few of
her compositions at the Melos Ethos
festival in 2003. In October 2005, they
performed the world premiere of the
octet version of Cello Counterpoint by
Steve Reich.
They have often performed abroad,
including at prestigious cello festivals
in Beauvais, Paris, Regensburg,
Budapest, Berlin, Salzburg, Ljubljana
and Wrocław.
Concerts during the Slovak Presidency
Bulgaria: Sofia, Plovdiv
Cyprus: Nicosia

CONCERTS

Lúčnica artistic ensemble
Lúčnica is eternally young – the
ensemble's members come from
the ranks of students at secondary
schools, colleges and universities in
Bratislava, adding up to over 2 000
members since 1948. The ensemble's
artistic direction emanates from
traditional folklore art. Its one-ofa-kind professional staging is the
work of its artistic leader and chief
choreographer, Professor Štefan
Nosáľ.

lúčnica ©P. Brenkus

Slovak culture reflects the diversity
of influences from the length and
breadth of Slovakia, as the vivacious
east meets the culturally and
economically advanced west, and
the melodies of the sunny south
merge with the secretive magic of
the north. Folk songs, music, dance,
and traditional costume – still
handmade to this day – are manifold
and different in each region, retaining
their own poetry and lively spirit.
The Slovak artistic ensemble Lúčnica,
which has garnered top accolades
in Slovakia and abroad, embodies
the quintessence of Slovak folk art.
It represents the original culture
of the nation and is an artistic and
generational link between past
traditions and the present.

Lúčnica's artistry, beauty, youth and
liveliness have captivated audiences
in more than 60 countries in Europe,
Asia, Africa and America and in
Australia. Lúčnica has evolved into
a cultural phenomenon and an
ambassador of sorts for Slovakia,
representing the country in the most
universal of languages – its original
national culture.
The programme Lúčnica – Forever
Young, which will be presented during
the Slovak Presidency, features
Lúčnica's dance ensemble, chorus
and orchestra. A wide array of unique
dance choreographies from diverse
parts of Slovakia will be on show. The
performance will feature 16 pairs of
dancers, four singers and 11 orchestra
members. Also featured are musical
pieces incorporating the ‘fujara’ – a
type of fipple flute unique to Slovakia
– and cimbalom, so often used in
Slovak folk music.
www.lucnica.sk
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
France: Paris, Strasbourg
Russia: Moscow
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Triango: Slovak Dances
Performers:
Peter Breiner – piano
Stano Palúch – violin
Boris Lenko – accordion
Milan Rendoš – guest
performer (Slovak Dances)
– pipes, ‘fujara’ fipple flute,
'gajdica’ hornpipe, double
bass, harmonica

Triango

Triango is a unique project featuring
the talents of acclaimed Slovak
pianist, composer and conductor
Peter Breiner, outstanding jazz
violinist Stano Palúch and versatile
accordion player Boris Lenko. The
centrepiece of the trio’s repertoire
is a riveting mixture of tango and
jazz improvisations, drawing on
detailed research and creativity that
enable Triango to enrich classical
compositions by the De Caro brothers,
Villoldo, Gobbi and Piazzolla. Triango
chips in with its own themes too,
retaining the quintessence of tango:
passion, nostalgia and melancholy.
Triango has two albums to its name
(Triango, 2007, Pavian Records; Super
Triango, 2011, First Impression Music),
it has performed at the Pohoda
festival, the Bratislava Music Festival,
the Bratislava Jazz Days, Jazznica and the
Mikuláš Jazz Festival, and has completed
several successful concert tours in
Europe and the USA.
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Triango’s latest music project, Slovak
Dances, brings jazz arrangements
to Slovak folk songs. In its original
form, Slovak Dances is an orchestral
suite of 16 symphonic dances, of
over 90 minutes in total, composed
by Peter Breiner, who drew on
Slovak folk songs for inspiration
in his work. Triango presents a
shortened, chamber jazz version of
Slovak Dances along with guest multiinstrumentalist Milan Rendoš. Sixteen
well-known – but also lesser-known
– songs, largely from eastern Slovakia,
are enhanced by symphonic sound
and elements from contemporary
music and improvisation. The score
also incorporates folk instruments and
three soloists.
Performances during the Slovak Presidency:
Estonia: Tallinn
Finland: Helsinki
Lithuania: Vilnius
Latvia: Riga
Norway: Oslo
United Kingdom: London
USA: New York, Washington

EXHIBITIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
DialoguesSK – Minor and Major Themes in Slovak Design
Exhibition DialoguesSK – Minor and Major
Themes in Slovak Design represents a
glance at the Slovak design scene.
The curators of the exhibition point
out that design is able to convey
messages – not only about the
creators’ ideas, background and aims,
but also about the wider context in
which they are formed – about the
environment, society and history
of the country, because all these
features penetrate into the deeper
layers of the mind, they inspire and
form. Design is a specific medium
of the present day, which people
understand and which is familiar to
them.

or objects which in their own way –
sometimes strikingly, sometimes more
modestly – capture the attention, tell
stories, serve a useful purpose and
give delight.
Rona glassworks with its remarkable
history dating back to 1892 is
nowadays the world's top-class
manufacturer of drinking glasses
designed by Patrik Illo. The design
quality of products made by large
companies is evident in Novesta shoes,
game pieces for children made by
the Tuli company or furniture made
by the Brik company and the Czech
company Ton, which employs a Slovak
designer. However, there are also
small independent brands associated
with individual designers, such as
the textile company Puojd and the
studios Mejd, Allt and Monada Bag
which have their own locally sourced
lines.
The exhibition is organised by the
Slovak Design Centre.

Markéta Nováková, Mira Podmanická - Biovázy

The exhibition is conceived as a
travelling one and its design is
adapted to this concept – it consists
of lightweight and easily foldable
black tables with backlighting,
that can be adapted to different
premises. Backlighting illuminates
the objects on the table and also the
accompanying text – the designer’s
comment on a given object. The
solution also includes an interactivity
feature: the backlighting reacts to the
movement of passers-by.
The objects being exhibited have
been created in the last few years,
mostly by young designers, and have
attracted attention both at home
and abroad. Twenty-four designers
present a wide range of products

Where:
Greece: Athens
Germany: Berlin
Austria: Vienna
Poland: Warsaw
United Kingdom: London
Spain: Madrid

Michal Riabič - Mojo

Michal Hanula Kľučky
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Exhibition: Slovak Gothic Treasures
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This unique exhibition centres on a
selection of works by Master Paul of
Levoča, the most prominent figure
in late Gothic art in Slovakia, which
are leaving the country for only the
second time since their creation. They
have been lent to the exhibition by the
owners – the parishes of the Roman
Catholic church in the Spiš region,
including Levoča, Spišská Belá, Spišská
Kapitula and Spišské Vlachy – as well as
the Šariš Museum in Bardejov.

from various parishes in Slovakia help
to portray the cultural and social
context of the period. This exhibition
brings together 35 objects of unique
historical, cultural and artistic value.

The sculptural pieces by Master Paul
of Levoča are complemented by altar
wing panels from Rožňava and Lipany.
The works on display date back to
the 16th century. Liturgical objects of
goldsmith’s work (chalices, crosses,
monstrances) and liturgical textiles

The exhibition was produced by the
Slovak National Museum.

The opening of the exhibition in the
Palazzo del Quirinale in Rome – the
official residence of the Italian head
of state – will be attended by the
presidents of the Slovak and Italian
Republics.

Where:
Italy: Rome, Palazzo del Quirinale

EXHIBITIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

Exhibition: Masters of the Spirit
The exhibition Masters of the Spirit
presents the most prominent
figures in the field of science and
technology in Slovakia. Along with
Slovak scientists and technologists, it
features people of other nationalities
who either came from Slovakia or
lived and worked there. The exhibition
aims to acquaint the general public
with their exceptional work and
especially the fruits of that work,
which went far beyond the borders of
Central Europe.

throughout Europe and who created
his own natural system of botany, the
archaeologist and botanist Andrej
Kmeť, who dug up and preserved the
skeleton of a mammoth in the village
of Beša and the inventor Wolfgang
Kempelen, who built the legendary
chess-playing automaton.

The exhibition is based on a larger
joint project of the Slovak National
Museum, the Slovak Technical
Museum and the Slovak Academy
of Sciences that was
displayed in the Slovak
National Museum from
2010 to 2011.

Lithuania: Vilnius
Latvia: Daugavpils

The exhibition was produced by the
Technical Museum in Košice.
Where:

The exhibition covers
for example the
astronomer Ján Müller
Regiomontanus,
who authored the
first modern work
on trigonometry, the
physicist Ján Andrej
Segner, who laid the
foundations for the
construction of water
turbines, Štefan Anián
Jedlík, the inventor of
the first electric motor
and of the dynamo,
Philipp Lenard, Nobel
laureate in physics
for his research on
cathode rays, the
botanist, Štefan
Ladislav Endlicher,
who was renowned
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Exhibition: Searching for Beauty
The Searching for Beauty project has
been created by artists Michaela
Čopíková and Veronika Obertová
who work under the Ové Pictures
brand. The multimedia exhibition
and website project has been created
in cooperation with curator Mária
Rišková and a team of other experts.
The project is aimed at defining our
current understanding of beauty. It
sends a message that visual culture
is gradually incorporating images
of a new country, such as urban still
lives which do not depict an idealised
city but rather work with the real
environment in which people live and
to which they are emotionally tied.
Themes include, for example, a change
of attitude to housing estates and a
change in the way they are perceived
aesthetically or the development
of the relationship to the industrial
heritage. The aim is to depict the
newest themes and 'new beauty' (of
Slovakia and other EU countries).
The authors have based their work
on a favourite digital graphics format
which makes it possible to easily
create and share short animations
composed of static images forming a
time loop, known as a GIF.
The exhibition is composed of several
interactive installations on the topic
of searching for beauty, and uses the
principle of animation. It also uses
historical techniques of zoetrope
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and praxinoscope which were used
to make optical illusions and which
already have their contemporary
variants (gifpop, giphoscope).
The second part of the project
includes an online gallery of GIFs
(website) which is accessible to
contributors from Slovakia as well
as from other EU countries. The
international public can become
co-authors of the project, creating
and presenting their own small
works on the topic of searching for
beauty in the GIFs gallery at www.
searchingforbeauty.eu.
The authors believe that themes
created by the public will help us to
understand what citizens of Slovakia
and other countries deem to be
beautiful. They also understand that
the concept of 'beauty' is disputable
and they are prepared for polemics.
The exhibition is organised by the
Slovak Design Centre.
www.searchingforbeauty.eu
www.hladaniekrasy.sk
Where:
Belgium: Brussels
The Netherlands: Amsterdam
Austria: Linz
Slovakia: Bratislava

EXHIBITIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

SLOV:motion – Contemporary Slovak Dance
and Theatre Days
SLOV:motion is sending a message: let’s
get moving, let’s pool our creative
energies and let’s create space
for joint cultural activities. Slovak
theatre artists and performers create
a network in which a number of
creative stories and movements are
‘caught’, magnified and transformed,
and the impulses are projected into
the future.
We have asked artists familiar with
the power of creative movement
to let us into their world. A four-day
presentation in Les Halles, a wellknown cultural hub in Brussels, will
feature dance productions, artistic
presentations, discussion panels,
visual art events and informal gettogethers. The programme
has several facets that follow
the story of contemporary
theatre and dance in Slovakia
– SLOV:motion (the headline
art programme), SLOV:view
(exhibitions), SLOV:connect
(discussions) and SLOV:talk
(lectures and stage readings).

Schaerbeek in Brussels. It is being
held in partnership with La Bellone
– Maison du Spectacle (House of
Performing Arts), the Institut National
Supérieur des Arts du Spectacle et des
Techniques de Diffusion (INSAS), the
Royal Institute for Theatre, Cinema
and Sound (RITCS) and the WalloniaBrussels Theatre / Dance (WBT/D).
www.slovmotion.sk
Where:
Belgium: Brussels, Les Halles de
Schaerbeek and La Bellone – Maison du
Spectacle

The event will feature
performances by multiinstrumentalist and music
producer Dalibor Kocián,
who goes by the stage
name Stroon, the Theatre
Dance Studio performing
Roots, choreographer
Martina Hajdyla Lacová and
dancer Stano Dobák staging
SuperNaturals, Jaro Viňarský with
the choreography Animalinside
and the company Les SlovaKs
performing Opening Night.
The event's main organisers
are the Theatre Institute
Bratislava and Les Halles de
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Slovak Film Collection
During its Presidency of the Council
of the EU, Slovakia will present a
selection of successful films, both
from the past and contemporary.
The films that make up the collection
will be screened at separate events
organised by Slovak diplomatic
missions and the Slovak Institutes. The
collection will be available in English,
French, German, Spanish, Italian and
Russian. Both the collection and the
accompanying exhibition of film
posters have been prepared by the
Slovak Film Institute.

The following films will be presented:
The Sun in a Net (Štefan Uher, 1962)
The Boxer and Death (Peter Solan, 1962)
Birds, Orphans and Fools (Juraj Jakubisko, 1969)
A Path Across the Danube (Miroslav Luther, 1989)
I Love, You Love (Dušan Hanák, 1988)
Everything I Like (Martin Šulík, 1992)
The Power of Good: Nicholas Winton (Matej Mináč, 2002)
Paper Heads (Dušan Hanák, 1995)
Blind Loves (Juraj Lehotský, 2008)
Soul at Peace (Vladimír Balko, 2009)

About the films

The Boxer and Death (1962)
Concentration camp commander
Kraft finds out that prisoner Komínek
has professional boxing experience.
Overnight, the prisoner becomes Kraft’s
exercise partner and rises to a privileged
position at the camp. After the death of
his friend and fellow prisoner, anger and
defiance prompt Komínek to mount an
open revolt. Through the tragic story
of an individual whose only chance
for survival is to accept the rules of an
unequal game, the film offers a new
perspective on human degradation
during fascism.

The Sun in a Net (1962)
A lyrical story of emotional growing-up and
a relationship between two young people
who feign cynicism and rejection of society in
an attempt to hide their insecurities, lack of
experience and fear of adult life. This was the
first Slovak film to take on the theme of the
natural differences between values and social
life in urban and rural settings. The film is
considered the beginning of the New Wave in
Slovak and Czech cinema of the 1960s.
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Birds, Orphans and Fools (1969)
A mosaic-like parable set in an unidentified
time and place, although the bizarre world
it depicts, barren of any ideals while full
of violence, cynicism and hopelessness,
strongly resembles the social atmosphere
in Czechoslovakia following August
1968. It is only thanks to their ‘craziness’
– their treating life as a game and their
philosophy of joy – that a trio of strange
loners are able to survive in this world. The
tragic ending of their coexistence is an
inescapable upshot of reality, one that only
offers two options – madness or death.

I Love, You Love (1980)
A tragicomic film showing people
from the fringes of society whom
director Dušan Hanák portrays with
no embellishments – but with all the
greater understanding as a result. That
is partly why this film – just like Hanák's
previous films 322 and Pictures of the Old
World – was shelved until 1988. The film by
Dušan Hanák and Dušan Dušek features
convincing performances by Czech
actress Iva Janžurová, Polish actor Roman
Kłosowski and Serbian actor Milan Jelić. It
won the Silver Bear for Best Director at the
Berlin International Film Festival in 1989.

A Path Across the Danube (1989)
A tragic story depicting two young
friends in the period after the wartime
Slovak State and Protectorate of
Bohemia and Moravia came into
existence. An employee of the Slovak
railway company, Viktor Lesa, a Slovak,
regularly delivers post to the railway
station in the border town of Ludendorf
[Břeclav]. With the impulsiveness of
youth, he intentionally misdirects
an important mail delivery. After the
Gestapo shows up in the town, he is
forced to flee across the border together
with his Czech colleague and Jewish
postal clerk Franz Ticháček.
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Everything I Like (1992)
A small-scale poetic story of a
middle-aged man who tries to effect
fundamental change in his life,
which is marred by indecision and
listlessness. Tomáš is stuck in a rut. He
is jobless, he argues constantly with
his ex-wife, he has to tackle problems
involving his teenage son, and his
ageing parents also expect help from
him. It appears that an offer from a
young Englishwoman to leave for
England with her is his last chance to
escape the vicious circle.

Paper Heads (1995)
This film is a reflection on freedom
and the lack thereof, on the
relationship between the citizen
and state power, and on the various
violations of human rights in
Czechoslovakia between 1945 and
1989. It is set in a framework of street
theatre, and motifs of ‘happenings’
towards the film’s end are enriched
by authentic testimony about the
times that people were living in. The
film’s backbone is formed by key
events of the Communist era. Archive
material is used in a succinct, paradoxical and, at times, humorous way.

The Power of Good: Nicholas Winton (2002)
A documentary on the Englishman
Nicholas Winton, who saved 669
children, mostly of Jewish ancestry,
from being transported to death
camps between March and August
1939, finding new homes for them in
Great Britain instead. After World War
II broke out, Winton joined the Royal
Air Force and never told anybody
about his unique mission. It was only
after his spouse discovered materials
documenting the mission in 1988
that the facts became public. Winton
eventually got to meet some of the children he had saved.
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Blind Loves (2008)
A film depicting love between blind
people. Love is gentle, love is funny, and
love is also blind... Even sighted people
often struggle to find the right place
in the world and happiness, so how
much more precarious can this be for
the blind? Blind people’s ‘view’ of the
world is often pure and focussed on the
essential. And often witty, too. Their view
uncovers ‘unseen dimensions’ of the true
meaning of happiness.

Soul at Peace (2009)
Tóno has just been released from prison,
having served a five-year sentence for
lumber theft. He returns to his home
village of Čierny Hron only to find that
nothing is as he had imagined: he is
estranged from his wife, he hardly
knows his five-year-old son, and he
cannot find a decent job because noone wants to hire a thief. This powerful
story, set against the backdrop of a
rough mountain scenery, bears some of
the hallmarks of central Slovakia – a male-dominated world, poaching, racial
intolerance, but also strong love, devotion to family, friendship and faith.
Where:
Bulgaria: Sofia
Latvia: Riga
Germany: Berlin, Frankfurt am Main
Poland: Warsaw
Portugal: Lisbon (plus an exhibition)
United Kingdom: London
Liechtenstein: Schaan
Russia: Moscow (plus an exhibition)
Serbia: Belgrade, Niš
USA: Washington
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Exhibition: Did you know? This is Slovakia
Did you know that one of the world’s
largest companies in the field of IT
security was founded by Slovaks?
Have you heard that there is a flying
saucer at the top of the bridge
over the Danube? Did you know
that Slovakia is the world's leading
producer of cars per capita? And have
you heard that the first skyscraper in
China was built based on a design by
a Slovak architect?
The exhibition Did you know? This is
Slovakia highlights unique features
of Slovakia from past and present
through brief descriptions (for
example, the company ESET, Slovak
success stories from abroad, Slovakia’s
castles, traditions, mineral springs and
automotive industry).
The exhibition covers 42 themes
displayed on 11 banners, with
interesting facts about Slovakia
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complemented by photographs and
drawings. Each banner displays up
to four themes. The exhibition is in
English, French and German.
The concept originated in 2014 in the
form of 12 descriptions printed on a
folding display board.
Where:
Bulgaria: Sofia
Denmark: Copenhagen
Ireland: Cork
Lithuania: Vilnius
Latvia: Valmiera
Germany: Regensburg, Munich
Portugal: Lisbon
Slovenia: Ljubljana
United Kingdom: London
Serbia: Belgrade
Lichtenstein: Schaan
Switzerland: Lucerne
Vatican City

EXHIBITIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

Exhibition: Flowers for Slovakia: Pass it on
Flowers for Slovakia is an extraordinary
project for extraordinary students.
The exhibition collections created
within the Flowers for Slovakia project
are inspired by Slovak traditions and
Slovak cultural heritage. In the last
five years, the project has acquired a
reputation as a reliable platform for
producing and presenting works by
Slovak designers both at home and
abroad.
Giving flowers means sharing beauty.
In 2009 designers Lars Kemper and
Peter Olah, in cooperation with the
Faculty of Architecture of the Slovak
University of Technology in Bratislava
came up with the idea of telling
the story of Slovak culture through
contemporary design. Through a nontraditional medium, i.e. contemporary
design, the project tells an authentic
story about the country, customs and
people of Slovakia in a form that is
comprehensible to the general public.
Up to now, the platform has created
two representative travelling
collections of design objects,
produced 16 international exhibitions,
won two awards and received four
nominations at international design
festivals. Flowers for Slovakia includes
two exceptional exhibition projects:
Handle with Care, design collections
of glass objects, and Lost & Found, a
collection of furniture and interior
accessories by Vitra.
Unlike the previous collections, the
third one has no main commercial
partner from abroad and focuses on
presenting Slovakia's qualities through
stories of famous people from our
country. Following the themes of
glass and furniture, the theme of
the third collection of the Flowers
for Slovakia project is contemporary
jewellery. The collection entitled

Pass it on transforms references to
and the life stories of personalities
who have influenced their era and
the direction of our society as well
as culture, science or political events
into symbolic objects.
www.flowersforslovakia.com
Where:
Belgium: Brussels
France: Paris
The Netherlands: Eindhoven
Hungary: Budapest
Germany: Berlin
Austria: Vienna

Petra Debnárová - The Mind Sings ©Adam Sakový

František Tóth - The Golden Yarn ©Adam Sakový
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Exhibition: Magical Slovakia
The exhibition of thirty artistic
photographs, entitled Magical Slovakia,
will present Slovakia through original
artistic documentary pictures. These
photos, taken by the photographer
Laco Struhár, provide a unique
view of the country from different
perspectives.

individual exhibitions in Slovakia and
abroad. He recently presented his
works in Copenhagen, in the presence
of the President and representatives
of the Government of the Slovak
Republic and the Danish royal family.
Struhár is the author of photographs
from the promotional wall calendars
made for the ministries and
prestigious companies in Slovakia.
He is currently working on a
photography book Slovensko (Slovakia)
which will include some of the
photographs used in the Magical
Slovakia exhibition project.
www.lacostruhar.sk

Struhár focuses on landscape
photography and promotional
photography, but he is also very
well-known as a photographer of
architecture. He is the author of
15 representative photography
publications for which he has been
awarded several valuable prizes.
For eight years he worked for the
French Travel Agents Association and
took pictures of countries all around
the world. In May 2009 he took a
non-academic QEP degree (Qualified
European Professional
Photographer) in two fields:
landscape photography
and illustration
photography. The awarded
landscape photographs
come from the book
Slovensko – Záhrada snov
(Slovakia – Dream Garden).
The awarded illustration
photographs come from
the book Praha – Kniha
návštev (Prague – Visitors'
Book). His success is also
evidenced by dozens of
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Where:
Bulgaria: Varna
Denmark: Copenhagen
France: Strasbourg
Lithuania: Vilnius
Poland: Warsaw
Portugal: Lisbon
Israel: Tel Aviv
Mexico: Mexico City
Russia: Moscow
Uzbekistan: Tashkent

NADPIS KAPITOLY

PROGRAMME

* You can find more information by clicking on the hyperlinks embedded in the names of
main projects.
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Opening Gala
Concert of the Slovak
Presidency, Bratislava
(by invitation only)

Opening Gala
Concert of the Slovak
Presidency: Viva Europa!,
Bratislava (public event)

When: 1 July

When: 2 July

Where: n ew building of the Slovak National
Theatre, Bratislava

Where: square in front of Eurovea shopping
centre, Bratislava

The Opening Gala Concert of the
Slovak Presidency will include such
performers as the music band Fragile
performing the EU anthem and
world famous Slovak opera soloists
Adriana Kučerová, Jana Kurucová and
Michal Dvorský. It will also feature a
ballet performance from the show
called Slovak Dances and a ballet
performance by the Slovak Dance
Theatre. Other performers include the
Lúčnica artistic ensemble, IMT Smile
rock band, the outstanding music
ensemble Cigánski diabli and many
other Slovak musicians.

The Opening Gala Concert entitled
Viva Europa! will feature a big mixed
chorus composed of artistes from all
28 EU Member States accompanied by
the Symphonic Orchestra conducted
by Jozef Chabroň, choirmaster of the
Slovak Philharmonic Choir. The idea
of the concert is inspired by the EU
motto ‘United in diversity’. All 28 EU
countries are equally represented at
the Gala Concert by their artistes and
there will be one song that is typical
for each country and which will be
performed in the language of the
respective country. The concert will be
closed with Ode to Joy, the official EU
anthem. Slovakia will be represented
by the song Aká si mi krásna composed
by Eugen Suchoň. The Opening
Gala Concert simultaneously marks
the opening of the 12th edition of
the international music festival Viva
Musica!.
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Bažant Kinematograf
Festival

Pohoda Festival

When: July – August

Where: former military airport, Trenčín

Where: throughout Slovakia

Pohoda (literally ‘Well-being’) is an art
festival which combines alternative,
indie rock, electronic, world music and
punk with classical music, literature,
dance, visual art, film and drama. The
festival creates a unique space for
experiencing different cultures and
world views and celebrates freedom
and tolerance. This is the 20th edition
of the Pohoda Festival founded by
Michal Kaščák and Mário Michna. Last
year, the festival was attended by
30 000 visitors.

The Slovak Presidency will take part
as a media partner in Slovakia's
biggest summer film festival – Bažant
Kinematograf. The festival will be
held in July and August in around 30
towns throughout Slovakia and will
present new Slovak and Czech films,
made by both professional filmmakers
and students. Films will be screened
from two retro buses labelled with
the Slovak Presidency logo. The
festival also includes several European
film nights on Magio beach in
Bratislava. This will be the 14th Bažant
Kinematograf Festival. Last year, films
screened from traditional retro buses
were watched by more than 45 000
people.

Festival: Art Film Fest
When: 17–25 June
Where: Košice
The international film festival Art Film
Fest aims to promote film art and
educate and cultivate filmgoers. This
year’s festival will feature a film from
the collection of films shown on the
occasion of the Slovak Presidency
entitled Everything I Like (on 22 June) by
the Slovak director Martin Šulík.

When: 7–9 July

This year, the most prestigious art
festival in Slovakia will host two
60-minutes moderated discussions
organised by the Slovak Presidency.
The first one will be devoted to the
fundamental values and priorities
of the EU and the Slovak Presidency.
The second discussion, which will be
attended by the creator of the Slovak
Presidency’s logo, will give visitors an
insight into the process of creating
the Slovak Presidency’s brand and its
presentation abroad.
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Festival: Viva Musica!
When: 2 July – 26 August
Where: Bratislava
The Viva Musica! festival was
established in 2005 with
the aim of creating a
summer festival with
real artistic flair. Since its
first season, the festival
has been offering the
best of classical music,
in a form attractive
for everyone – in nontraditional locations
and contexts and with
free admission for some
concerts. One of this
season’s partners is the
Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs of the
Slovak Republic, which is
responsible for the Slovak Presidency
of the Council of the EU. The unique
opening concert entitled Viva Europa!
is also the opening concert of the
Slovak Presidency.
Every year, the Viva Musica! festival
brings its visitors not only exclusive
music projects performed by firstclass Slovak and foreign artists, but
also concerts full of spontaneous
entertainment, with a more casual
dress code and none of the so-called
'sublime boredom' which some might
associate with classical music. This
concept has been a great success.
Viva Musica! is currently the largest
international summer music festival
in Bratislava, with its popularity
increasing year by year.
This year’s programme features
performances by the opera diva
Edita Gruberová, the virtuoso cellist
Mischa Maisky and the world-class
harpsichordist Jean Rondeau, a
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lively show from the string quartet
PaGAGnini, the Richard Galliano
Sextet, a performance by the worldrenowned American string quartet
Kronos Quartet, favourite children’s
characters from the fairy-tale land
of Spievankovo ('Songville') and the

Slovak pop icon Richard Müller with a
symphonic orchestra.

The symbolic handover
of the EU Presidency
by the Netherlands to
Slovakia
When: 29–30 June
Where: Bratislava – area in front of the
Slovak National Theatre, Bratislava
Castle, Danubiana Gallery
The cooperation between the
Netherlands and Slovakia within
the Presidency Trio will culminate
in a symbolic handover. It will be
accompanied by the unveiling of the
flower logo of the Slovak Presidency
(29 June), a light show on the walls
of Bratislava Castle (30 June) and a
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ceremonial opening of the exhibition
of works by Joan Miró and the CoBrA
group of artists at the Danubiana
Gallery (30 June).
The flower logo of the Slovak Presidency
is a present by the Netherland's
diplomatic mission to Slovakia. A
flowerbed in the form of the Slovak
Presidency logo will be planted outside
the historical building of the Slovak
National Theatre in Bratislava. Flowers
are supplied by a Dutch sponsor.
The light show includes Dutch and
Slovak light installations and themes
(e.g. famous personalities, typical
landscapes, historical monuments
etc.) which will light up the walls of
Bratislava castle. The show will take
place on the eve of the beginning of
the Slovak Presidency of the Council
of the EU, i.e. on the night of 30 June
– 1 July 2016. The projection will begin
at nightfall (around 9 p.m.) and will
illuminate the castle for six hours.
The Dutch and Slovak themes are
projected simultaneously with one
side of the castle being lit up by the
Slovak design and the other by the
Dutch design.

The exhibition of works by Joan Miró
and the CoBrA group of artists is
one of the largest exhibitions ever
to have taken place in Slovakia. The
visitors will be able to see the works
by the 20th century famous Spanish
artist, including eight works that have
not yet been on display, as well as a
selection of works by the CoBrA postwar experimental group of artists. The
ceremonial opening will take place
on 30 June under the auspices of the
President of the Slovak Republic. Top
officials of the Slovak Republic and
the Netherlands will also be present,
including Princess Beatrix of the
Netherlands. The exhibition will then
become open to the public.

Exhibition of works
by Joan Miró and the
CoBrA group of artists
(for the public)
When: 2 July – 13 November
Where: Danubiana Gallery, Bratislava
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Austria
Opening concert of the Slovak
Presidency featuring Bratislava
Hot Serenaders

In cooperation with the Slovak Design
Centre, 25 designers from Slovakia
will showcase their works at the 10th
edition of the well-established Vienna
Design Week festival.

When: 1 July
Where: Berio-Saal, Wiener Konzerthaus, Vienna

The Bratislava Hot Serenaders
orchestra is a world-class collective
in the genuine interpretation of
jazz music from the 1920s and 1930s.
The orchestra earned the coveted
Sydney d’Or accolade at the international
festival in Saint Raphael, France. Its
artistic direction is set by trumpeter
Juraj Bartoš, who is currently one of
Europe’s leading classical and jazz
musicians. Mr Bartoš works together
with the Slovak Philharmonic, the
Slovak Radio Symphonic Orchestra
and the Vienna Art Orchestra big band,
among others.

Exhibition: DialoguesSK – Minor
and Major Themes of Slovak
Design held within the festival
Vienna Design Week 2016
When: 30 September – 17 October
Where: Slovak Institute, Vienna

56

Peter Lipa and band concert
When: 5 October at 8.30 p.m.
Where: Porgy & Bess, Vienna

The Slovak jazz legend Peter Lipa
and his band will give a performance
at Vienna’s world-renowned music
club. Lipa has been active as a singer,
composer and long-standing
organiser of the Bratislava Jazz Days
festival. Each year, the Slovak Institute
in Vienna is proud to present the
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international Bratislava Jazz Days,
which are taking place for the
42nd time this year. The festival has
evolved into an ‘A-list’ European event
that annually features world-class jazz
stars alongside emerging performers
hitting the Slovak jazz scene.

Christmas Concert featuring
Edita Gruberová to celebrate
the Slovak Presidency
When: 17 December
Where: Stephansdom, Vienna
World-renowned soprano Edita
Gruberová, to appear together with
bass Richard Šveda and the orchestra
in Stephansdom, is a sure crowd-

puller for diplomatic corps and the
general public alike. This will be the
final event of the Slovak Presidency
of the Council of the EU. It will also
coincide with Ms Gruberová’s 70th
birthday, which falls on 23 December.

Belgium
Opening Gala Concert of the
Slovak Presidency
When: 7 July at 8 p.m.
Where: BOZAR, Henry Le Boeuf hall, Brussels

The visual presentation of the
Slovak Presidency

Concert by Pacora Trio and the
young piano virtuoso, Martin
Chudada
Where: European Parliament, Yehudi
Menuhin Auditorium, Brussels
When: 12 July

Period: July - December
Where: C ouncil of the EU, Justus Lipsius
building, Brussels

Exhibition: Searching for Beauty
When: 8 July – 18 September, official
opening on 11 July
Where: Parlamentarium, Brussels
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Organ concert by the
outstanding Slovak organist,
Stanislav Šurin
When: 19 July at 8 p.m.
Where: Cathedral of St. Michael and St.
Gudula, Brussels

Vienna and at St. John the Baptist
Cathedral and the Cathedral of St.
Nicholas in Trnava. He is the founder
and organiser of organ festivals in
Trnava, Piešťany, Skalica and at St.
Martin's Cathedral in Bratislava. In 2009
he was awarded the Sebastian prize
for his outstanding contribution to
the legacy of Johann Sebastian Bach
for contemporaries.

Exhibition of art collages by
Maja Poláčková
When: 7 September – 7 October, opening
on 7 September at 7 p.m.
Where: Waterloo

Stanislav Šurin studied organ and
church music at the Bratislava
State Conservatory, the Diocesan
Conservatory in Vienna, the Academy
of Performing Arts in Bratislava under
Professor Ivan Sokol and privately
with Professor Johann Trummer in
Graz. As an organist he participated
in many broadcast liturgical services
(at the inauguration of Slovak
presidents and on the visit of Pope
John Paul II). He has worked with the
Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra. At
the première of Janáček's Glagolitic
Mass in Taiwan in 2000, he played the
organ solo with the National Symphony
Orchestra of Taiwan. He has given organ
recitals in many European countries,
in the USA, Mexico and Canada. He
recorded his organ solo CDs at Graz
Cathedral, the Schubertkirche in
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The artist Maja Poláčková was born
in Slovakia and currently lives in
Belgium. In her work she uses the
classical collage technique and works
mainly with newsprint. She uses it
to cut out tiny figures that make up
stories about the life experiences of
an individual. Maja Poláčková studied
sociology. She translated into French
a work of Dominik Tatarka entitled
Prútené kreslá (Une saison à Paris)
in collaboration with Paul Emond.
Her work entitled Partir – Arriver was
included in an anthology of 80 authors
who represent contemporary art in
Belgium. It is on permanent show in a
new section of the national airport in
Brussels as part of the Art at the Airport
project which was launched in 2004.

Photo © Maja Polackova
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Exhibition: Flowers for Slovakia:
Pass it on (part of Brussels
Design September)
When: 8–23 September
Where: BOZAR, Brussels

Exhibition of a representative
collection from the Biennial of
Illustrations Bratislava
When: 20 September – 20 December
Where: C ouncil of the EU, Lex building
(library), Brussels

SLOV:motion – Days of Slovak
Contemporary Dance and
Theatre

Concert of the Žilina State
Chamber Orchestra
When: 5 October
Where: Flagey, Brussels
The Žilina State Chamber Orchestra was
founded in 1974 as the only ‘Classical
period’ chamber orchestra in Slovakia. In
1977 the orchestra attained international
recognition when it was invited to the
Salzburg Festival and designated the
official orchestra for that prestigious
festival. This was soon followed by
appearances at the ‘Prague Spring’ and at
major festivals throughout Europe and
overseas. The orchestra has given almost
three thousand concerts at home and
in 35 countries around the world. It has
recorded over 70 CDs with music from
the baroque period to the present day
for various publishing houses.

When: 29 September – 2 October
Where: Belgium: Brussels, Les Halles de
Schaerbeek and Maison du Spectacle

Slovak Cuisine Week
When: 7–10 November
Where: Berlaymont building, European
Commission, Brussels, and
in canteens of the European
Commission elsewhere
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Bulgaria
Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia

Photography exhibition:
Magical Slovakia

When: September and 8 December 2016

When: October

Where: Central Military Club, Sofia

Where: Varna

The exhibition will be presented on the
occasion of the Slovak Constitution Day
and to mark the closing concert of the
Slovak Presidency.

Closing concert on the occasion
of the Slovak Presidency –
Cellomania

Slovak Cinema in Sofia

When: 8 December

When: October

Where: Central Military Club, Sofia

Where: Eurocinema and G8 cinema, Sofia
A non-commercial screening of selected
Slovak films at the Slovak Embassy
accompanied by the Film Poster
exhibition.

Closing concert on the occasion
of the Slovak Presidency –
Cellomania
When: 9 December

European Day of Languages –
a specialised stand
When: 26 September
Where: Sofia
A presentation of Slovak language and its
particularities with emphasis on diacritics
which is one of the main motifs behind
the Slovak Presidency logo.

Croatia
Concert of the Mucha Quartet
to mark the Slovak Presidency
When: 26 September
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Where: Musical House, Zagreb

Where: Plovdiv
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Cyprus
Concert of Cellomania ensemble on the
occasion of the Slovak Presidency
When: 1 July
Where: Nicosia

Czech Republic
Concert on the occasion of
the Year of Slovak Music and
the 100th anniversary of the
birth of the Slovak composer
Alexander Moyzes
When: 13 October
Where: Hradec Králové
The concert will take place in cooperation with
the Hradec Králové Philharmonic Orchestra
and will include a presentation of the Slovak
Republic held in Hradec Králové. The event is
held under the auspices of the Ambassador
of the Slovak Republic to the Czech Republic,
Peter Weiss. Thanks to his outstanding talent,
his professional studies in composition and
his extensive pedagogical practice, Alexander
Moyzes is considered, together with Eugen
Suchoň and Ján Cikker, one of the founders
of modern Slovak musical culture. During
his artistic development, he was influenced
by neo-romanticism and impressionisticallyoriented Czech modernism.

Czech and Slovak Culture Days
in Brno
When: October
Where: Brno
Czech and Slovak Culture Days in Brno
will feature a ceremonial concert in
Janáček Theatre, a musical performance
in Brno City Theater, a jazz concert and
an exhibition.

Ceremonial concert on the
occasion of the Slovak Presidency
When: 30 November
Where: Municipal House, Prague
Ceremonial concert, which will feature
Edita Grúberová and conductor Peter
Valentovič together with the City of
Prague Symphonic Orchestra.

Denmark
Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: 7 July
Where: p
 remises of the EU Delegation in
Copenhagen and Aarhus
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Exhibition of drawings by
primary school pupils inspired
by fairy tales of Hans Christian
Andersen and Exhibition: Human
Rights through Children’s Eyes
When: August
Where: Sailing Tales, various Danish port cities
Exhibition of drawings by primary
school pupils from Bratislava, based on
the fairy tales written by Hans Christian
Andersen on the occasion of the 175th
anniversary of this world-famous writer's
visit to Bratislava, and an exhibition of
drawings entitled Human Rights through
Children's Eyes. The event will be held in
cooperation with the Bibiana Danmark
Civic Organisation as part of the project
M/S BIBIANA – Sailing Tales. A xebec, an
old sailing ship, with drawings exhibited
on board, is to sail around Denmark for
the second time. The exhibition will
be presented to the general public,
especially children, in various port cities.

Concert of Mucha Quartet
ensemble on the occasion of the
Slovak Presidency
When: 8 September
Where: Copenhagen

Exhibition: Magical Slovakia
When: September
Where: EU Delegation in Copenhagen and
Aarhus

Slovak Film Festival
When: October - November
Where: Copenhagen and Aarhus

Estonia
Exhibition: Human Rights
through Children’s Eyes
When: 30 September – 20 October
(ceremonial opening on 29 September)
Where: National Library of Estonia, Tallinn
The exhibition of the winning works
from the second and third edition of
the literary and fine arts competition
Human Rights through Children's Eyes will
familiarize visitors with children's views on
human rights and the rights of children
to form their own opinions. It follows the
successful exhibition of the works from
the competition's first edition last year in
both countries. The works were created by
primary school pupils and grammar school
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Balázs Szalay: I Have a Right to Express my
Opinion in a Creative Way (third year, Primary
School with Hungarian Language of Instruction,
Ul. Práce, Komárno), prize: third place

students in Slovakia. The competition was
announced for the first time in 2013 by the
Slovak Minister for Foreign and European
Affairs, Miroslav Lajčák. Its aim is to
initiate a discussion about human rights,
tolerance and human dignity at an early
stage in children's education.
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Slovak Dances: a concert by
Triango to mark the Slovak
Presidency
When: 29 September
Where: National Library of Estonia, Tallinn

Finland
Original music and dance
performance Carmen à la
Gypsy Devils
When: 8 and 9 September
Where: Savoy Theatre, Helsinki
A dance drama about passion and love,
telling the story about a beautiful,
strong-headed young gypsy woman. A
timeless story about envy culminating in
a tragic death comes to life in fantastic
dances influenced by Spanish sounds
and gypsy traditions. Romantic melodies
by Georges Bizet have been adapted
by the charismatic cymbalo player and
artistic head of the well-known Gypsy
Devils ethno orchestra, Ernest Šarközi.
A unique musical adaptation combines
features of folk music and other genres
(classical music, jazz, ethno, flamenco) in
a virtuoso orchestra performance.

Combined exhibition: Equilibrium
– Slovak Graphics, Sculpture
and Painting & Telling Lines –
Contemporary Slovak Drawing
When: 10 September – 13 November
(ceremonial opening on 9 September)
Where: South Karelia Art Museum,
Lappeenranta

Equilibrium 2 – author: Palo Macho; title: Kruhy
(Circles); photographer: Jana Hojstričová

The combined exhibition Equilibrium –
Slovak Graphics, Sculpture and Painting
& Telling Lines – Contemporary Slovak
Drawing provides a comprehensive
overview of modern Slovak works by a
middle generation of Slovak painters and
glass-makers as well as contemporary
drawing by a young generation of
Slovak artists. The Equilibrium exhibition
will present works by respected Slovak
artists of the middle generation. Works
by Marián Komáček are characterised
by unmistakable expressive graphics
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and paintings of the contemporary
world. Karol Felix will present a world of
strong human emotions in which actors
maintain a fragile mental balance. Palo
Macho works with flat glass. He heats
it and subsequently forms and deforms
it, enabling him to create double-sided
reliefs. The Telling Lines exhibition
consists of works by eight outstanding
young artists: B. Sirka, D. Krajčová, I.
Šateková, J. Mitríková, D. Demjanovič, M.
Pascoe Mikyšková, R. Podhorský and S.
Fialová. Drawing in various forms, often
overlapping with other media, plays an
important role in their work.

Telling Lines 1 – author: Svetlana Fialová

Slovak Dances: a concert by
Triango to mark the Slovak
Presidency
When: 27 September
Where: City Hall, Helsinki

Exhibition: Slovakia, say
cheese!
When: 28 September – 20 November
(ceremonial opening on 27 September)
Where: Virka Gallery, City Hall, Helsinki
In a small country such as Slovakia
the urban blends with the rural, the
religious with the secular, and the
global with the regional. Over the
last ten years, several Slovak artists
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Slovakia say cheese 1 – author: Martin Kleibl;
title: Dražovce (2013)

have become interested in mapping
the specifications brought about by
this diversity. The exhibition Slovakia,
say cheese! presents works by a young
generation of Slovak photographers
and their view of Slovakia and the life
of Slovaks from different perspectives.
The authors tread a fine line between
an artistic and a social approach.
Martin Kleibl looks for peculiarities
in seemingly banal situations and
compositions. Ján Viazanička and
Boris Németh have been mapping
post-communist changes in Slovakia
for a long time now in a joint project,
Premeny Slovenska (Transformations
of Slovakia). They take photos of
demonstrations and festivals, but
also of shopping centres or highways.
Šymon Kliman’s project is a portrait
of Slovaks from different cultural
and social environments. Research
on human nature is also a feature
of the series by Peter Ančic. In their
project Budovanie Slovenska (Constructing
Slovakia), Juraj Fifik and Tomáš Manina
expand a visual archive of Slovakia by
taking pictures of industrial buildings
that contributed to the construction
of the modern (Czecho)Slovakia in
the second half of the 20th century.
Ján Kekeli invites viewers to enter into
large-format photographs depicting
the Slovak countryside, which in their
monumental scale resemble classical
paintings.
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Exhibition of winning works
from the second and third
edition of the literary and fine
arts competition Human Rights
through Children's Eyes
When: 22 October – 15 November
Where: P asila Library (Helsinki City
Library), Helsinki
The exhibition of the winning works
from the second and third edition of
the literary and fine arts competition
Human Rights through Children's
Eyes will familiarise visitors with
children's views on human rights
and the rights of children to form
their own opinions. It follows the
successful exhibition of the works
from the competition's first edition
last year in both countries. The works

René Zrubec: My World (fourth year, Connected
School, Pod Kalváriou 914, Topoľčany), prize: first place

were created by primary school
pupils and grammar school students
in Slovakia. The competition was
announced for the first time in 2013
by the Slovak Minister for Foreign and
European Affairs, Miroslav Lajčák. Its
aim is to initiate a discussion about
human rights, tolerance and human
dignity at an early stage in children's
education.

France
Exhibition: Magical Slovakia
When: 4 – 8 July
Where: European Parliament, Strasbourg

Exhibition: Flowers for
Slovakia: Pass it on
during Paris Design Week
When: 3 – 10 September

Concert by Peter Lipa

Where: Paris

When: beginning of July

Chamber concert by Mucha
Quartet ensemble

Where: R epresentation of the Slovak
Republic, Paris
Short concert to mark the beginning
of the Slovak Presidency

When: second half of September
Where: Archives Nationales Concert Hall,
Paris
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Exhibition: Contemporary
Slovak artists

Jazz concert at Jazzycolors
Festival, Martin Valihora & Band

When: October (ceremonial opening on 6
October at 6 p.m.)

When: November

Where: Cité Internationale des Arts, Paris

Opening of the exhibition by
Slovak artist Alexej Vojtášek
When: November (opening of the
exhibition on 10 November)
Where: Lille

Performance by Lúčnica dance
ensemble to celebrate the
Slovak Presidency
When: 21 November at 8 p.m.
Where: S tudio 104, Maison de Radio France,
Paris
When: 23 November
Where: M
 usic and Congress Palace,
Strasbourg
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Where: Paris

Concert by Beáta Dreisigová
and literary evening with Jana
Beňová
When: November
Where: Cognac

Slovak Christmas Concert in
Paris, Bratislava Boys Choir
When: 10 December
Where: Eglise de la Madeleine, Paris

Organ recital, Monika Melcová
When: 12 December
Where: Auditorium, Maison de Radio
France, Paris
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Germany
Royal Glamour and Glory:
Coronation in Bratislava/
Pressburg 1563–1830
When: 27 May – 14 August
Where: C entre Charlemagne – Neues
Stadtmuseum, Aachen
The exhibition presents one of the
most important chapters in the history
of Bratislava - coronation celebrations
of the Hungarian kings. For three
centuries (1563-1830), Bratislava was
where 18 Hungarian kings and queens
were crowned. These political events
conditioned its economic and cultural
boom. One of the most important
periods in the history of Bratislava
will be presented in the form of
approximately one hundred rare
exhibits. The core of the exhibition
consists of works of art – engravings,
paintings and skilfully created artistic
shooting targets with monarchs’
portraits and individual scenes from
coronation ceremonies. The coronation

Johann Hieronymus Löschenkohl Coronation of
Leopold II., coloured copperplate, 1790, © Bratislava
City Gallery and Bratislava City Museum Archives

medals, insignia and contemporary
press will also be exhibited. The
exhibition is held under the auspices
of Bratislava City Museum, Bratislava
City Gallery and Centre Charlemagne Neues Stadtmuseum Aachen.

Slovak Glass: Installations
by Palo Macho and Jana
Hojstričová, Design by Patrik
Illo and Aleksandra Stencel
When: 28 May – 31 August
Where: Glasmuseum Hentrich, Kunstpalast,
Düsseldorf
Glass has an economic and artistic
importance for Slovakia. This is
evidenced by the fact that the Slovak
glassworks Rona, founded in 1892, is
one of the largest glass manufacturers
worldwide. Since 1965, the Glass Studio
at the Academy of Fine Arts and Design
in Bratislava has also contributed to the
Slovakia’s artistic renown. Palo Macho, an

Patrik Illo and Aleksandra Stencel,
Secret Garden, © artists’ archive
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artist who specialises in glass, and Jana
Hojstričová, a photographer, have been
working together on the Invisible Skin
project, in which they combine melted
glass and photographic slides. In this
technique, partially transparent images
of human skin and X-ray-like clothing
are embedded within diaphanous glass.
Patrik Illo and Aleksandra Stencel work
as designers at the Rona glassworks.
Their refreshingly ironic series of
retro design, with a dedication to the
architect Adolf Loos, reinstates longforgotten techniques - gold trimming
and mechanically-etched decoration.
Silkscreen printing of old illustrations
forms remarkable patterns on the glass.
Illo recalls the times of socialism in
Czechoslovakia in the form of a series
of recycled preserving jars. The jars are
transformed into vases with the help of
digits and gold trimming. This combines
the local tradition of displaying cut-glass
in a cabinet and the popular preparation
of home-made preserves. The exhibition
is supported by the Polish Institute in
Düsseldorf.

Exhibition: DialoguesSK –
Minor and Major Themes of
Slovak Design
When: 1–22 June

Jewellery Exhibition: Flowers
for Slovakia – Pass it on at
the DMY International Design
Festival
When: 2–5 June
Where: Kraftwerk Berlin

Filip Horní © Adam Sakový

Evening of word and music of
Slovak artists
When: 10 June

Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic, Berlin

Where: Steinwayhaus, Rubinsteinsaal, Munich
The event will be attended by prof.
Daniela Varinská (piano), prof. Mikuláš
Jelínek (violin), prof. Ján Slávik (cello)
and Dalibor Karvay.

Jewellery Exhibition: Flowers
for Slovakia – Pass it on
When: 1 July – 26 August
© Slovak Design Centre Archive
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Ceremonial event on the occasion
of the SK PRES, concert of Mucha
Quartet ensemble and exhibition:
Did you know? This is Slovakia
When: 1 July
Where: Münchner Kulturhaus, Munich

Exhibition: Did you know? This is
Slovakia
When: 7 July
Where: Czech Cultural Centre, Munich

Presentation of a Slovak overtone
flute, fujara, at the symposium
on the Slovak Presidency
When: 9 July
Where: European Information Centre, Darmstadt

Photo Exhibition: Changes of
Slovakia
When: 10 July
Where: P arliament of the State of Hesse,
Wiesbaden

Festival. The festival is organised by
the City Stiftung/Foundation and
the Office of the Member of the
German Bundestag, Johannes Selle.
40 embassies attended the festival
during its first season.

Opening concert on the
occasion of the Slovak
Presidency – Nora and Miki
Skuta Piano Duo
When: 12 July
Where: Rotes Rathaus (City Hall), Berlin
The Skutas formed their piano duo
in 1996. In addition to domestic
scenes, they have performed at
individual concerts and international
festivals in several European
countries. Besides major works from
the classical-romantic period, their
repertoire includes classics of the
20th century. Miki Skuta, a composer
and pianist, ranks among the top
artists in classical music, jazz and
pop. His recordings of Bach’s songs
were awarded the highest rating
by the BBC Music Magazine. He has
performed, for instance, at Kings
Place and has been invited to The
Piano, a festival of the world’s best
piano players in Budapest. He has
given around 150 concerts in many
countries around the world, was

Delicanto – Hier isst die Welt,
Königliche Porzellan-Manufaktur
When: 1–3 July
Where: Berlin
Embassies will showcase their
culture and food at the Delicanto

Nora and Miki Skuta Piano Duo
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awarded the Crystal Wing and Frico
Kafenda Prize for his outstanding
performances at home and abroad.
In addition, he has recorded around
40 CDs. Nora Skuta is one of the most
internationally active Slovak female
musicians of today. She is a popular
chamber and solo pianist and an avid
performer of contemporary music.
She has been a leading pianist in the
Österreichisches Ensemble für Neue
Musik in Salzburg since 2009. Her solo
album John Cage - Sonatas and Interludes
for Prepared Piano (Hevhetia 2005) has
been highly acclaimed by experts. The
concert will feature works by J. S. Bach,
J. Beneš and I. Stravinský.

Exhibition of the outstanding
Slovak graphic artist Vladimír
Gažovič and a concert by the
Saxophone Syncopators quartet
When: 7 September – 14 October
Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic, Berlin
The work of one of the most important
Slovak artists, Vladimir Gažovič, will be
shown at this exhibition. The central
motif of his works - prints, drawings and
paintings – is an internal and external
portrayal of the human being. The
author explores the depth and essence
of the soul to explore and reveal human
vulnerability, artifice and pretence. The
exhibition includes puzzling female
figures and shapes, refined sphinxes,
bizarre animal and vegetable motifs
reflecting the complex structure
of human relations. Sensuality and
eroticism are set against this backdrop.
Vladimír Gažovič is an introverted and
a perceptive observer who displays the
gloss and misery of our coexistence.
His artistic stories are characterised by
metaphor and metamorphosis. Real
human and animal beings are often
turned into bizarre monsters portraying
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© artist’s archive

the vices, passions and extremes of our
emotions.
Saxophone Syncopators is a unique
saxophone quartet, dealing with the
interpretation of classical songs. The
quartet focuses on the authentic
interpretation of the ragtime music

© artist’s archive
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genre in arrangements for four
saxophones. The song arrangements
date from the early 20th century, the
heyday of the saxophone as a musical
instrument. Saxophone Syncopators
use restored original period
instruments from the first half of the
20th century to achieve as genuine
sound as possible.

and challenging projects. The Collection
of Songs and Dances by Anna SzirmayKeczerová, which is a part of the
concert’s programme, ranks among
the oldest pieces of music that once
entertained the Hungarian nobility.
It is regarded as one of the most
important relics of Baroque music
from the territory of present-day
Slovakia. The event will be held on the
occasion of the Year of Slovak Music.

Concert Solamente naturali and
lecture by Viera Polakovičová on Slovak Culture Days 2016:
early music in Slovakia
Slovakia – in the Heart of Europe
When: 18 September at 11 a.m.
Where: Musikinstrumenten-Museum (Museum
of Musical Instruments), Berlin
Solamente naturali, an early music
ensemble, was established in 1995.
The ensemble comprises a number
of versatile musicians dedicated to
the performance and interpretation
of 17th and 18th century music.
The founder and artistic director
of the ensemble is the virtuoso
violinist Miloš Valent. The repertoire
is of paramount importance and
determines the precise casting of the
ensemble. The rich choice of musical
repertoire enables Solamente naturali
to choose to perform trios, septets
or baroque oratorios with a full
orchestra and choir. Members of the
ensemble have the qualities of solo
players, who enjoy experimentation

Solamente Naturali © Peter Vrbinčík

When: 18 September
Where: Deutsches Filmmuseum (German
Film Museum), Frankfurt am Main
The Honorary Consulate of the Slovak
Republic in Bad Homburg will hold the
Slovak Culture Days 2016 under the
auspices of the Slovak Commission
for UNESCO. A film festival presenting
Slovak films is also a part of the event.

Exhibition on the Slovak
National Uprising
When: 19 September 2016 – 15 January 2017
Where: Gedenkstätte Deutscher
Widerstand (The German Resistance
Memorial Centre), Berlin
The Slovak National Uprising
(SNP) in October 1944, was one of
the most important anti-fascist
uprisings in Europe. It was an armed
insurrection against the regime
that collaborated with the Nazi
occupation of Slovakia. The uprising
was a culmination of the efforts made
by a unified resistance movement
and the exiled Czechoslovak
government, and won over the
support of anti-Hitler coalition –
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the USSR, USA and Great Britain.
Volunteers from 30 other nations
fought in the uprising alongside
Slovak rebel army and partisan
units. The uprising was defeated
after two months of fighting, but
it brought about a fundamental
change in the Allies’ perception of
Slovakia. Hitler’s obedient vassal
became a respected part of the
anti-Nazi coalition. SNP revealed
that thousands of Slovak inhabitants
were willing to fight and die in the
struggle for freedom and democracy
against the occupation and domestic
authoritative regime. The aim of
the exhibition is to present this
important historical event in a wider
historical and European context
to the international and German
audience. The exhibition is held by the
German Resistance Memorial Centre,
the Institute of History of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences and the Museum
of Slovak National Uprising in Banská
Bystrica.

Transfer of the Slovak rebel army troops in early
September 1944 © The Military History Archives
in Bratislava

A reading of Slovak poetry and
a presentation of the anthology
Praise of the Wild Animals in Winter
(Wunderhorn 2015) with the
participation of the author Mila
Haugová. Daniela Humajová will host
the event, the German texts will be
read by Cornelia Sykora.

Presentation of Slovak
cinematography from the
1960s – Czechoslovak New
Wave
When: 20–30 September
Where: Zeughauskino – Deutsches
Historisches Museum (German
Historical Museum), Berlin
The Czechoslovak New Wave is widely
considered to be one of the most
important new wave movements
in world cinema. Slovak artists have
contributed to the establishment of
the movement and have left their
distinctive mark on the aesthetic
aspects of the genre, which is both
serious and light-hearted. For instance,
The Sun in a Net by Štefan Uher is
considered to be the first film of the
Czechoslovak New Wave. The New
Wave is based on precise photographic
camera work and innovative use of
sound. The collection of films selected

Der geschlossene Garten (der
Sprache) / The Closed Garden
(of Speech)
Where and when:
Haus der Donau, Ulm (19 or 21 September)
and Stadtbibliothek, Stuttgart
(20 September)
The Sun in a Net © Slovak Film Institute
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by the Zeughaus cinema of German
Historical Museum is representative
of the golden era of Slovak
cinematography. The films include The
Boxer and Death and Until This Night Is Over
by Peter Solan, a storyteller with a keen
eye for detail and an understanding
of human nature. Organ is another
exceptional film by Štefan Uher. It
is a visually and aurally absorbing
adaptation of the eponymous novella
by Dobroslav Chrobák. Other films
include The Dragon Returns directed by
Eduard Grečner, Pictures of the Old World,
a beautiful tribute to human life by
Dušan Hanák and the eccentric films of
Juraj Jakubisko (Birds, Orphans and Fools)
and Elo Havetta (Wild Lilies). The Slovak
Film Institute has helped to organise
the event.

Europakultur – Europa
in Bewegung, including
presentation of works by the
writer Jarmila Očkayová

1988. She was awarded the premium
of the prestigious literary prize
Popoli in cammino for her novel Beware of
Pinocchio (Occhio a Pinocchio, 2006). The
Literature Information Centre and the
Italian Institute in Berlin are involved
in staging the event.

Concert by Ladislav Fanzowitz
and Jana Dekánková
When: 27 September
Where: Casimirschloss, Kaiserslautern
Ladislav Fanzowitz (Fančovič) is
a virtuoso pianist of international
renown and a performer of jazz
styles – ragtime, hot jazz or boogiewoogie – from the first half of the
last century. Jana Dekánková is a jazz
singer who specialises in old hot jazz
and swing from the 1920s to 1940s.

When: 22 September
Where: E uropean Commission
Representation in Berlin
The EUNIC project (European National
Institute for Culture) will showcase
eminent Slovak writers and Slovakia
as the presiding country. The event
will take place within the context of
Italian and other European writers
creating in a language other than
their own. Jarmila Očkayová, a writer
and translator of Slovak origin, who
lives and works in Italy, will be one
of the presenters. She focuses on
the themes of migration, friendship
among young women and the
relationship between mother and
daughter. Her Italian translation of
the Simple National Slovak Tales by
Pavol Dobšinský entitled The Time King
and Other Slovak Tales was published in

Janka Dekánková and Ladislav Fanzowitz
© artists’ archives
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Exhibition: The Best We Have
at Home by the studio of the
Laboratory of Photography
When: 18 October – 14 November
Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic, Berlin

Exhibition: Alexander Dubček –
Outstanding Personality of Modern
Slovak History and European Policy
and Exhibition: Alexander Dubček:
Human Face of Politics
When: November
Where: Humboldt University, Berlin

The Best We Have at Home © Academy of Fine Arts
and Design in Bratislava

The exhibition The Best We Have at Home
presents the works of students and
teachers of the studio of the Laboratory
of Photography at the Department of
Photography and New Media at the
Academy of Fine Arts and Design in
Bratislava. The studio, headed by Prof.
Ľubo Stacho, has gone through several
developmental stages during which it
organised demanding workshops and
exhibitions at home and abroad. The
philosophy and mission of the studio
is to connect photos with other media.
The exhibition features documentary
projects as well as experimental stages
of photographic media research itself.
This trend mirrors the impact of global
Internet culture to some extent, but
it is also a type of regional archetype
research and a result of students’ daring
to cross boundaries of common photo
interpretation.
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Alexander Dubček was a Slovak
communist politician and a prominent
personality associated with the events
of the Prague Spring of 1968. His political
programme Socialism with a human
face was aimed at democratising and
liberalising the political direction of
Czechoslovakia. On the night of 20–21
August 1968, Warsaw Pact forces entered
the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and
violently ended Dubček’s attempts at
political reform. Slovak photographer
Vladimír Benko, the author of the Human
Face of Politics exhibition, presents Dubček
from a perspective that is different
from the one known to the general
public. Benko had the opportunity to
take pictures of Dubček during his work
for the news agency in 1990–1992. He
was able to capture the strong human

Alexander Dubček © Vladimír Benko
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dimension of the well-known politician.
Benko and Dubček were working
together on a photographic reportage,
which was suddenly interrupted by
Dubček’s tragic death. The events are
dedicated to the 95th anniversary of
the birth of Alexander Dubček and are
organised by the Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs of the Slovak Republic
in cooperation with the village Uhrovec
and other partners.

Photo exhibition: Pop meets
Pop – Andy Warhol meets Beatles
When: November
Where: Deutsche Börse, Eschborn

Complex presentation of
Slovakia: So klingt die Slowakei
(Sounds of Slovakia)
When: 16 November
Where: Federal Ministry of Finance, Berlin
The 7th presentation of the country
holding the Presidency will be held
at the historic building of the Federal
Ministry of Finance in Berlin at the
invitation of the Federal Finance
Minister, Wolfgang Schäuble. The
first part will consist of an interview

CreDance © Richard Bača

with the finance ministers of Slovakia
and Germany, the second part will
feature performances by significant
Slovak artists. The performers include:
CreDance, an international troupe of
professional dancers and performers,
Michal Paľko, a musician who will
give a demonstration of how to play
the Slovak overtone flute ‘fujara’,
Cellomania, a well-known cello quartet,
Katarzia alias Katarina Kubošiová,
an award-winning young musician
and composer, Ľudmila Štefániková,
a successful young jazz vibraphonist,
vocalist and composer, Edita
Gruberová, an opera diva and soprano,
and Peter Valentovič, a well-known
pianist and conductor. The remarkable
female painters Saša Makarová and
Xénia Bergerová will create works
which will remain the property of the
Federal Ministry during the event. Each
of them will open a solo exhibition. The
vent will be hosted by Adela Banášová.

Author reading: Kay Zeisberg
reads from his Piešťany novel
entitled Marble Palace
When: 16 – 21 November
Where: Leipzig
Kay Zeisberg, a writer from Leipzig,
has been very closely involved with
the Slovak past and present since 2011.

Kay Zeisbeg © archives of the Honorary Consulate
of the Slovak Republic in Leipzig
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His main - and special - interest is the
historic spa in the Slovak town Piešťany.
2012 saw the appearance of his first
novel entitled Marble Palace, telling the
story of a hard-working Ľudovít Winter,
and thus portraying issues affecting
a Jewish-Hungarian family business.
The event’s organiser is the Honorary
Consulate of the Slovak Republic in
Saxony and Thuringia.

Exhibition of international
laureates of the Grand Prix
BIB – Olympus of Illustrations
When: 23 November 2016 – 31 January 2017
Where: Japanisch-Deutsches Zentrum
(Japanese-German Centre), Berlin

illustration for children. 7 574 illustrators
from 105 countries have presented
their works at the Biennial during its
previous 25 seasons. Visitors can leaf
through a collection of nearly 150 richly
illustrated books for children and young
people from 36 countries around the
world that come from BIBIANA’s library
in Bratislava. The book collection is
accompanied by a set of 25 book
illustrations, for which their authors
have received the prestigious Grand
Prix Award. It is a unique travelling
exhibition, which has never been made
available on such a scale.

Exhibition: Familiar Forms of
Andrej Rudavský
When: 1 December 2016 – 31 January 2017
Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic,
Berlin

Iku Dekune - an illustration from the book Amefurashi
(The Sea-Hare collected by the Brothers Grimm) © BIB

The exhibition presents the works by
holders of the highest awards given by
the Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava
(BIB) over the fifty-year history of
this international event. BIB is an
international competitive exhibition
of children’s book illustrations, which
is held annually under the auspices of
UNESCO and the International Board
on Books for Young People (IBBY) and
with the support of the Ministry of
Culture of the Slovak Republic since
1967. The main organiser of the event
is BIBIANA, the International House
of Art in Bratislava. It is a unique noncommercial event in the field of
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The exhibition Familiar Forms of Andrej
Rudavský offers a unique opportunity
to see not only the traditional setting
of bronze and stone chapels and
busts by one of the members of the
Mikuláš Galanda Group, but mainly his
constructive thinking regarding the
picture surface that he systematically
pursued during his career. The event is
organised by Turiec Gallery in Martin.

Andrej Rudavský: Head of a Man in a Landscape / 20012002 / 83x111cm / acrylic © Turiec Gallery in Martin
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Exhibition of UNESCO World
Heritage in Slovakia
When: 1 December 2016 – 31 January 2017
Where: Foyer, Slovak Institute, Berlin

Ceremonial concert on
the occasion of the Slovak
Presidency
When: 12 December at 7 p.m.
Where: Cathedral, Berlin

Edita Gruberová © Lukás Beck

St. Francis of Assisi Church, Hervartov
© The Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic

The exhibition presents the sites of
UNESCO World Heritage in Slovakia.
Slovakia, a country of beautiful
nature and diverse cultural and
natural heritage, has been included
in the World Heritage List for over
twenty years. Since the adoption of
the Convention for the Protection
of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, the Slovak Republic has
successfully nominated five cultural
and two natural sites, improving their
protection and conservation status. It
has been far more active in the field
of international regional cooperation
and has been actively involved in
resolving many issues - both common
and global - since then.

Performers: Edita Gruberová (soprano),
Zuzana Šveda (mezzo-soprano),
Pavol Bršlík (tenor), Richard Šveda
(baritone) and Peter Valentovič (piano)
The programme features the works of
Alexander Moyzes, Mikuláš SchneiderTrnavský, Antonín Dvořák, Richard
Strauss, Richard Wagner, Sergej
Rachmaninov and others.
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Greece
Recital by the world-famous
Slovak soprano Adriana
Kučerová on the occasion of the
Slovak Presidency
When: 15 July
Where: Parnassos Concert Hall, Athens
A recital by the world-famous Slovak
soprano Adriana Kučerová on the
occasion of the Slovak Presidency.
The Slovak opera diva, accompanied
by the outstanding Slovak pianist
Róbert Pechanec, will perform arias

from works composed by Slovak
and foreign composers. The concert
entitled 'Slovak Opera Diva' will be
held in one
of the most
famous
historical
and cultural
buildings in
the centre
of the Greek
capital, by
the Parnassos
cultural
and literary
society.
Adriana Kučerová

Hungary
Exhibition: Lajos Szalay –
Koloman Sokol – Pablo Picasso
When: 18 August – 13 November
Where: Várkert Bazár, Budapest
What the works of Lajos Szalay (HU)
and Koloman Sokol (SK) have in common
is a sensitive response to the current
social situation. Both were sympathetic
to the plight of the oppressed and
poor. Both were brilliant drawers and
excellent figure painters. The themes
they depicted were very similar: family,
female nudes, horses, bulls or erotic
motifs. They were strongly inspired
by antiquity. The works of both artists
explore biblical themes and the
motives of Don Quijote in his symbolic,
futile fight with windmills. They have
influenced several generations of
artists in the countries in which they
lived and worked, and their works are
known beyond the borders of their
homelands. Koloman Sokol emigrated
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Koloman Sokol: Untitled (Bulls), around 1952, gouache,
ink, felt tip pen, cardboard, 45 x 52cm, private collection

to the United States in 1948 and never
returned to Slovakia. Lajos Szalay left for
Argentina and he and his wife returned
to Hungary in 1988. Their works and
those of the well-known Pablo Picasso
are united by the themes of life and
death, alienation and love. Lajos Szalay
had a joint exhibition with Picasso,
whilst Koloman Sokol was reputedly the
only Slovak artist known to Picasso. An
exhibition of the work of these three
artists is to be held in Budapest, after the
vernissage in Bratislava.
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Ceremonial concert by Quasars
Ensemble on the occasion of the
Slovak Presidency
When: 14 September at 8 p.m.
Where: St. Stephen's Basilica, Budapest
Quasars Ensemble, a unique music
ensemble playing contemporary
classical music as well as the music of
past eras, will give a joint performance
with a soprano Eva Šušková in
Budapest. Šušková has participated in
master interpretive classes in Austria,
Hungary and the Czech Republic.
She collaborates with many Slovak
composers and focuses particularly
on interpreting 20th century and
contemporary music. She has
participated in the premieres of six
original Slovak operas. She has given
dozens of performances in Europe
and the US. The conductor will be
Ivan Buffa, a key member of Quasars
Ensemble. Works by Ivan Buffa have
been presented at major festivals, e.g.
Wien Modern, Aspekte Salzburg, Takefu
International Music Festival, ISCM World
Music Days or Melos-Étos. In 2007 he won
the Ján Levoslav Bella Award for his
composition Ritual. In 2013 he and the
Quasars Ensemble members won the
most prestigious award in Slovakia –
Krištáľové krídlo (Crystal Wing).

Chamber concert: Songs of Europe
When: 8 December at 6 p.m.
Where: Residence of the Ambassador of
the Slovak Republic, Budapest
The concert features a soloist from the
Slovak National Theatre (SNT) Opera,
Pavol Remenár, and guitarist Miriam
Rodriguez Brüllová. Brüllová studied in
Slovakia and later in Canada under the
supervision of top guitar player Álvaro
Pierri. As a participant in master classes
she has worked with world-famous
guitarists such as Abel Carlevaro,
Álvaro Pierri, Luise Walker, Oscar
Ghiglia, Pavel Steidl and John Duarte.
She has received the highest awards
at guitar competitions in Slovakia as
well as in Vienna (Austria), Kutná Hora
(Czech Republic), Torroella de Montgrí
(Spain) and Weikersheim (Germany).
Besides performing in Slovakia she
has played in many countries both
in Europe and further afield. She
also dedicates herself intensively to
chamber music. Slovak baritone Pavol
Remenár made his debut as a soloist
of the SNT Opera in Bratislava singing
the title role of Mozart's Don Giovanni.
He has collaborated with many
outstanding European opera directors,
for example with Mariusz Trelinski,
Peter Konwitschny, Gintaras Varnas
and Nikola Raab. He has performed in
many European countries as well as in
Israel and Japan. He focuses intensely
on concert performances and the
interpretation of songs.
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Ireland
Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: June
Where: City Hall, Cork

Gala Concert to mark the Slovak
Presidency, performances by the
violin virtuoso V. Jablokov with
his brother A. Jablokov, project
Dvaja bratia – Two Brothers
When: 1 July
Where: Triskel Arts Centre, Cork

Slovak folk music. Vladimír Jablokov
comes from a family of musicians. He
began to play violin already at the
age of five. About ten years ago, he
decided to go to Ireland for several
months in search for work. As finding
a job did not go according to plan,
he started playing under the open
sky in the Grafton Street, a famous
shopping street in Dublin. Soon after
plenty of concerts started to follow. In
2006 Vladimir and his friends formed
the Slovak Festival Quartet. In 2011
he released his debut album Classical
Twist – an enticing combination of
classical music, jazz and pop from
Bach to Bowie. Vladimír’s music is
refreshing, dynamic and invigorating.
In recent years he has become one
of the brightest young stars on the
scene of Irish classical music.

Concert of the Slovak violin virtuoso
Vladimír Jablokov takes place to
mark the beginning the Slovak
Presidency. Vladimír Jablokov will
perform with his younger brother
Anton, another excellent violinist.
They will be accompanied on the
piano by A. Kuruc. The audience will
witness the world premiere of the
new arrangement of the European
anthem Ode to Joy using motifs from

Italy
Celts from Bratislava –
a reciprocal exhibition
organised as part of the friendly
relations between the twin
cities of Bratislava and Perugia
When: 1 July – 31 October
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Where: Museo Nazionale Archeologico
dell'Umbria – MANU (National Archaeology
Museum of Umbria), Perugia

This exhibition displaying the most
significant artefacts of Celtic art
in Slovakia is combined with a
presentation of Slovakia and its
capital city. Celts from Bratislava is a
reciprocal exhibition held as part of
the friendly relations between the
twin cities of Bratislava and Perugia.
It is a follow-up to the successful
archaeology exhibition Etruscans
from Perugia, which was organised at
Bratislava Castle during the Italian
Presidency of the Council of the EU.
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Bratislava's partnership with Perugia
dates back to 1962. Over 2000 years
ago, Bratislava was already the most
important oppidum location in the
central Danube region. The oppidum
on the site of present-day Bratislava
was built at the end of the second
century BC. The Celts in this oppidum
controlled the Danube passage
and the trade on the prominent
transcontinental trade routes - the
Amber Route and the Danube Region
Route. The recently discovered
remains of Roman monumental
buildings and imports at Bratislava
Castle, on the acropolis of the Celtic
oppidum, attest to the exceptional
and until now, undervalued role
played by the Bratislava area at the
end of the La Tène Period (BC). The
Celts from Bratislava exhibition provides
an opportunity to acquaint the public
with Celtic culture through original

artefacts categorised into exciting
themes. Thanks to these themes,
visitors will be able to gain a full
picture of life in a Celtic oppidum. The
exhibition has been organised by the
City of Bratislava, the Bratislava SelfGoverning Region, the City of Perugia,
the Soprintendenza Archeologia
dell'Umbria (Archaeological Heritage
Office) and the City Institute for the
Protection of Cultural Monuments
in Bratislava, in cooperation with the
History Museum and the Archaeology
Museum of the Slovak National
Museum, Bratislava City Museum and
other institutions.

Recital by the Slovak pianist
Martin Chudada at the
Summer Festival of the Rome
Philharmonic Academy
When: 14 July
Where: Sala Casella, Gardens of the
Philharmonic Academy of Rome, Rome

The young Slovak pianist Martin
Chudada has been active in the
field of music since an early age.
By the age of ten he had already
given his first concert with the
Žilina State Chamber Orchestra. As
a soloist, he has performed Mozart's
Piano Concerto accompanied by
the Košice State Philharmonic
Orchestra and Žilina State Chamber
Orchestra. Chudada has received
various prizes: first place at the
International Piano Competition in
Agropoli, first place at AMADEUS, the
international competition for young
pianists in Brno, and first place at
the International Piano Competition
in Naples. While attending the
Žilina Conservatoire, he won the
competition of students of Slovak
Conservatoires in March 2015 in Košice.
The concert is organised with the help
of the Rome Philharmonic Academy.

81

PROGRAMME – EU MEMBER STATES

82

Commemorative meeting of
opera stars Peter Dvorský and
Mirella Freni

Through Hogarth – exhibition
of the Slovak graphic artist
Rudolf Fila

When: 14 July

When: 8 September 2016 – 8 January 2017

Where: Sala Casella, Gardens of the
Philharmonic Academy of Rome, Rome

Where: representation halls of the Slovak
embassy/Slovak Institute, Rome

The commemorative meeting of
two world-renowned opera stars,
Peter Dvorský (tenor) and Mirella
Freni (soprano), is combined with a
presentation of talented young Slovak
and Italian singers at the summer
festival of the Rome Philharmonic
Academy. Throughout his career, the
opera singer Peter Dvorský has received
several awards, including the Crystal
Wing in the music category for his
role in Suchoň’s opera Krútňava (The
Whirlpool), for his wider achievements
and for representing Slovakia abroad.
In 2010 he became the director of the
Opera of the Slovak National Theatre,
and in 2013 he received the state
accolade of the President of the Slovak
Republic – the Pribina Cross of the First
Class. Since 2013 he has served as the
director of the Slovak Institute in Rome.
The Italian soprano Mirella Freni began
performing in public at just ten years
of age, participating in a competition
held by the Italian public TV channel
RAI. After finishing her studies, in
1955 she made her debut in the role
of Michaela in the opera Carmen at
Modena's Teatro Comunale, and in 1962
she performed for the first time at La
Scala in Milan, in Verdi’s opera Falstaff.
A year later, she performed for the first
time at the Vienna State Opera as Mimi
in La Bohème, a role she would reprise
several times until 1992. In 1993 she was
awarded France’s highest accolade,
the National Order of the Legion of
Honour, and in 2010 she received the
Oscar della Lirica award. The concert is
organised with the help of the Rome
Philharmonic Academy.

Rudolf Fila ranks among the most
prominent Slovak painters. The
exhibition Through Hogarth presents
works based on reproductions of
William Hogarth’s graphics, repainted
by Fila. Interfering with the initial
compositions, he alters their original
meaning and sense. He changes the
serious into the comical, the literal
meaning into the figurative. Each of
Hogarth’s pictures is complemented
by a different gesture, each original
requiring a different graphic
interpretation. On some there is a
thin fine line drawn with India ink,
or painted with a dynamic brush
stroke (brush oscillation), while
others may see more major changes.
Commenting on the works of other
painters is an inherent characteristic
of Rudolf Fila’s painting style.
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Exhibition: Slovak Modernism
from the Zoya Gallery
collection – Home & World
When: 15 September – 30 November
Where: Musei di San Domenico, Forli
The Slovak Modernism exhibition from
the Zoya Gallery collection, subtitled
‘Home & World’, offers a selection of
masterpieces from the exceptional
private Zoya Gallery collection in
Slovakia. This will be the first time
these works are displayed abroad.
The term ‘Slovak modernism’ denotes
works of art which at the turn of
the 20th century responded to West
European avant garde and modernist
movements, trying to embrace and
adapt their styles. On the one hand,
Slovak modernism was a significant
multicultural phenomenon, while on
the other it became a means and an
expression of the search for a national
identity. The exhibition covers mostly
paintings and works on paper by the
most prominent figures of Slovak
art from the end of the 19th century
to the 1940s – the predecessors of
modernism (Ladislav Mednyánszký,
Dominik Skutecký, Konštantín KövariKačmarik), the representatives of
Košice modernism (Anton Jaszusch,
Konštantín Bauer, Július Jakoby), those
who depicted ‘the life and myth of
the homeland’ (Martin Benka, Miloš
Alexander Bazovský, Ľudovít Fulla,
Mikuláš Galanda, Imro Weiner-Kráľ),
as well as those who were intrigued
by the impact of the cataclysms of
the past century on the human being
(Koloman Sokol, Cyprián Majerník).

Exhibition: Slovak Gothic Treasures
When: 29 September – 30 November
Where: Palazzo del Quirinale, Rome
Exhibition displaying the most
significant artefacts of Gothic art in
Slovakia, with the participation of the
Presidents of the Slovak and Italian
Republics, Andrej Kiska and Sergio
Mattarella.

Commemoration ceremony next to
the bust of the outstanding Slovak
statesman Alexander Dubček in
Bratislava Square in Rome, linked
to the opening of the exhibition
When: 24 November
Where: representation halls of the Slovak
embassy/Slovak Institute, Rome
This event has been organised to
commemorate the 95th anniversary of
this Slovak statesman, the leading figure
of the Prague Spring in 1968. Dubček
is associated with the reform process
in Czechoslovakia in the period from
January to August 1968. In 1988 he was
awarded a doctor honoris causa degree
in political sciences by the University
of Bologna. After November 1989 he
resumed his political career, becoming
an MP, Chair of the Federal Assembly and
Chair of the Slovak Social Democrats.

83

PROGRAMME – EU MEMBER STATES

Concert dedicated to the 110th Slovak-Czech Film for
anniversary of Alexander
Compatriots in Italy
Moyzes’s birth and other
prominent Slovak figures in the When: 8 December
field of music
Where: representation halls of the Slovak
embassy/Slovak Institute, Rome

When: 24 November
Where: representation halls of the Slovak
embassy/Slovak Institute, Rome
The vocal concert to commemorate
the 110th anniversary of Alexander
Moyzes’s birth will take place on the
occasion of the Year of Slovak Music.
The greatness of Moyzes's talent,
his professional composer training
and his extensive pedagogical
activity put him in the role of the
founder of modern Slovak music
culture, alongside Eugen Suchoň and
Ján Cikker. His artistic maturation
was decisively influenced by late
romanticism and the impressionistoriented Czech modernism. His
masterly work with theme is
characteristic of his particular musical
style, which throughout his life
manifested itself especially in his
symphonic and chamber pieces. The
teleological structuring of his musical
surfaces is always diverse, yet remains
consistent and interesting. His
numerous folkloric works range from
simple arrangements of folk songs to
compositions for folklore ensembles,
to orchestra suites inspired by
folklore. The concert will be given by
Katarína Kurucová (soprano) and Xénia
Maskalíková (piano).

84

The traditional meeting of Slovak and
Czech compatriots before Christmas,
combined with the screening of a
film of Slovak and Czech production,
attended by the representatives of
creative teams for Slovakia and the
Czech Republic.

Concert by the Slovak
Philharmonic Orchestra to
mark the Slovak Presidency,
conducted by Rastislav Štúr,
solo by Dalibor Karvay (violin)
When: 11 December
Where: St. Cecilia Hall, Auditorium – Music
Park, Rome
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Latvia
Slovak Dances: a concert by
Triango to mark the Slovak
Presidency

Exhibition of folk costumes:
VyKROJenô in cooperation with the
Centre For Folk Art Production (ÚĽUV)

When: 1 July at 7 p.m.

When: 6 – 30 October

Where: Great Guild, Riga

Where: Latvijas Kara Muzejs
(Latvian War Museum), Riga

Exhibition: AKURÁT/Rona
Glassworks – Contemporary
Slovak Glass Design

The Centre For Folk Art Production
(ÚĽUV) has been mapping the history
of traditional folk costumes in Slovakia
for decades. During the 70 years of the
Centre's existence, it was present at key
stages of folk costume development.
The VyKROJenô exhibition presents
images from the Slovak history in a
playful way, thus enabling the visitors
to perceive the rich cultural heritage
of our ancestors. The exhibition aims
to present costumes, which are one of
the most distinctive manifestation of
traditional culture, and offer a glance
into the backstage of their production.

When: 14 September – 7 October
Where: L atvijas Mākslinieku savienība (Gallery
of the Artists’ Union of Latvia), Riga

Detail výšivka © R. Rehák

Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: 8 – 24 November
Where: State Grammar School, Paegles 40,
Valmiera

Exhibition: Masters of Spirit
When: 27 September – 14 October
Where: Daugavpils University, Daugavpils

Slovak Cinema Presentation
When: 1 & 8 December
Where: Cinema-gallery K.Suns, Elizabetes
street 83/85, Riga
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Lithuania
Slovak Dances: a concert by
Triango to mark the Slovak
Presidency
When: 4 July at 7 p.m.

Exhibition: Masters of Spirit
When: 4 – 30 August
Where: City Hall, Vilnius

Where: City Hall, Vilnius

Exhibition: Magical Slovakia

Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia

When: 4 – 30 August
Where: City Hall, Vilnius

When: 4 – 30 August
Where: City Hall, Vilnius

Luxembourg
Concert by the Moyzes Quartet
on the occasion of the Slovak
Presidency
When: 4 July at 7.30 p.m.
Where: Abbaye de Neumünster, Luxembourg
On the occasion of the Slovak
Presidency of the Council of the
European Union, the Moyzes Quartet
will perform works by Alexander
Moyzes, one of the greatest Slovak
composers of the 20th century, as
well as works by Czech composers
Antonín Dvořák and Bedřich Smetana.
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Exhibition of Slovak
illustrators who received
awards at the Biennial of
Illustrations Bratislava (BIB)
between 1967 and 2016
When: 25 October – 5 December
Where: Abbaye de Neumünster, Luxembourg
The Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava
(BIB) is the world’s biggest exhibition
of original illustrations of children's
books. Over the course of its history
spanning more than 50 years, the
BIB has seen the finest illustrations
for children produced in a number
of countries around the world. The
Slovak illustration school founded
by Albín Brunovský and based on
creative efforts of Vincent Hložník has
inspired several generations of Slovak
illustrators up to this day. The quality
of Slovak illustration work is shown
by the 28 prizes awarded to Slovak
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illustrators in 25 editions of the BIB.
Seventeen illustrators from different
generations have received awards,
some of them on several occasions.
This exhibition presents the work of
Slovak authors who received awards
at the BIB between 1967 and 2015.

Malta
Concert by Slovak artists Pavol
Bršlík (tenor) and Róbert
Pechanec (piano) on the occasion
of the Slovak Presidency during
the Slovak Days in Malta
When: 7 – 8 October
Where: President's Residence and Maltese
Casino Concert Hall, Malta
Traditional concerts by the most
outstanding Slovak musicians are
regularly held in the residence of
the President of Malta and in the
Maltese Casino Concert Hall, with
the attendance of distinguished
personalities from social and
political circles in Malta as well
as representatives of the Slovak
community, since 2006.

Róbert Pechanec

Pavol Bršlík
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The Netherlands
Concert of Moyzes Quartet
ensemble on the occasion of the
Slovak Presidency

Exhibition Flowers for
Slovakia: Pass it on during the
festival Dutch Design Week

When: 6 July

When: 22 – 30 October

Where: De Rijswijkse Schouwburg, Rijswijk

Where: Eindhoven

Joint exhibition of works by
the artists Kristína Šubjaková
(SK) and Walther SmeitinkMühlbacher (NL)
When: 15 October
Where: Hoogeveen Gallery

Poland
International festival Musical
Gardens
When: 15 July – 11 August
Where: Royal Castle courtyard, Warsaw
Slovakia is a guest of honour at the
festival’s 16th edition. During the
event spanning four weeks, four
Slovak evenings will be held, involving
a presentation of Slovak culture,

history and tourism. Since 2011, the
country holding the presidency of the
Council of the European Union has
been the festival’s guest of honour.

Launch of the History of Spiš
book in Polish
When: July
Where: Kraków

Exhibition: Bardejov – UNESCO
World Heritage
Where and when: Tarnów (July–August),
Krosno (September), Rzeszów (October)
This exhibition, which puts a spotlight
on Bardejov’s past and present alike
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Exhibition: Magical Slovakia
When: August
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw

while showcasing its historical and
cultural sights, has been prepared by
the Bardejov-based Šariš Museum in
conjunction with the town’s municipal
office. Together with their Polish
partners, Slovakia’s Consulate General
in Kraków and the Slovak Institute in
Warsaw have prepared the exhibition
in nine Polish cities and towns.

Slovak Day in Kraków
When: 19 August
Where: Main Square, Kraków
A day-long presentation of Slovak
culture, arts, cuisine and tourism
is to take place as part of the 40th
annual International Folk Art Fair in
Kraków, which is one of the three
largest events of its kind in Poland.
Thousands of visitors from Poland
and beyond flock each year to the
week-long event on the city’s biggest
square.

Gala Concert by the Slovak
Chamber Orchestra to mark the
Slovak Presidency
When: 6 September
Where: Royal Castle, Warsaw
The gala concert to be performed
by the Slovak Chamber Orchestra in
Warsaw’s Royal Castle will feature
works by Slovak, Polish and other
eminent European composers of
classical music.

Exhibition: Košice Modernism
When: 15 September – 27 November
Where: International Cultural Centre, Kraków
This exhibition showcases the Slovak
cultural phenomenon known as the
Košice Modernism, which originated
in the city of Košice in the 1920s. It
comprises not only visual arts, but also
architecture and theatre. The 1920s
ushered in a new and remarkably
dynamic chapter in Košice’s history. The
city became a significant cultural hub in
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then newly-established Czechoslovakia
as well as in central Europe. The city,
which was home to various nations and
cultures, attracted a number of artists
from Bohemia, Hungary, Romania and
other European countries. Many of them
had received an education in Budapest,
Munich and Paris. As a meeting point of
cultures, Košice became the space for
dialogue and an exchange of thoughts
and ideas for several generations of
artists. The exhibition will be presented
under the patronage of the Presidents
of Slovakia and Poland.

Event dedicated to the 270th
anniversary of the birth of
Maurice, Count de Benyovszky
When: September
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw

Gala Concert of the Slovak
Chamber Orchestra
When: 29 September
Where: National Forum of Music, Wrocław
The gala concert to be performed
by the Slovak Chamber Orchestra
in Wrocław (the European Capital of Culture
2016) will feature works by Slovak,
Polish and other eminent European
composers of classical music.

An event commemorating the life of
the eminent traveller and personality
who influenced developments in
several countries, including Poland,
France and Madagascar.

Exhibition: Military Cemeteries
by the Architect Dušan Jurkovič
in Western Galicia
When: October
Where: Museum of the Silesian
Uprisings, Świętochłowice

Slovak Day in Gliwice
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Andrej Rudavský exhibition

When: October

When: September

Where: Gliwice

Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw

A day-long presentation of Slovak
culture, arts, cuisine and tourism
in the city of almost 200 000 in the
Silesia Province. Gliwice is home to
one of Slovakia’s seven honorary
consulates in Poland.

An exhibition of works by the
outstanding Slovak artist, who is often
listed in the group of artists led by
Mikuláš Galanda. Mr Rudavský is one
of the leading personalities in modern
Slovak sculpture.
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Exhibition: DialoguesSK – Minor
and Major Themes of Slovak
Design

Ľubovňa Castle has often been
the site of important meetings,
diplomatic talks and royal visits.
This exhibition will showcase the
castle’s rich and interesting history.

When: October
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw

Polish-Slovak conference
Bratislava – A City on the
Crossroads of Cultures
When: October
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw

Exhibition of works by Peter
Pollág
When: November
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw
Peter Pollág is one of the leading
figures of contemporary Slovak visual
arts. He has earned recognition not
only in Slovakia, but also in Europe.

The two-day conference, to be
attended by researchers from
universities and academies of sciences
from both countries, consists of three
main themes: the history of Bratislava,
the portrayal of Bratislava in culture
(literature, theatre, cinema, music),
and urbanism and architecture.

Exhibition: Ľubovňa Castle
in the Whirlpool of PolishHungarian History
When: November
Where: H
 istorical Museum of the City of
Kraków, Kraków

Event dedicated to the 95th
anniversary of the birth of
Alexander Dubček
When: November
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw
An event commemorating one of the
most significant and internationally
well-known political figures in modern
Slovak history.

Located on the border between the
Hungarian and Polish kingdoms,
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Presentation of the SlovakPolish scientific publication
History of Spiš
When: November
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw
A presentation of the extensive
scientific publication prepared by
the joint Slovak-Polish Commission
for Humanities at Slovakia’s Ministry
of Education and Poland’s Ministry
of Science and Higher Education.
The book is the work of eminent
historians – Professor Martin Homza
from Comenius University in Bratislava
and Professor Stanislaw Sroka
from the Jagiellonian University in
Kraków. The book, more than 600
pages long, introduces readers to the
history of Spiš, a region straddling
Slovakia and Poland that has been
exposed to diverse political, cultural
and ethnic influences over the
centuries.

International Book Fair
When: December
Where: Wrocław
A presentation of recent books
penned by Slovak authors that have
been published in Polish at one of
Poland’s major book fairs.
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Piano concert by Lenka
Polláková
When: December
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw
Lenka Polláková, the laureate of the
International Piano Forum in Sanok,
will play the works of eminent Slovak
and Polish composers.

Presentation of Slovak films
When: December
Where: Slovak Institute, Warsaw
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Portugal
Exhibition Magical Slovakia
held together with the
exhibition Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: 5–16 September
Where: Torreão Poente do Terreiro do Paço,
City Hall, Lisbon

Moyzes Quartet concert to
celebrate the Slovak Presidency
When: 20 September
Where: Centro Cultural de Belém, Lisbon

Slovak film week & film posters
exhibition
When: October
Where: Cinemateca Portuguesa, Lisbon

Romania
Andy Warhol exhibition to
mark the Slovak Presidency

Performance by the Slovak
National Theatre’s drama company

When: second half of September

When: second half of October

Where: Bucharest

Where: National Theatre Bucharest

Slovenia
Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: 1 July – 10 August
Where: Ljubljana

Exhibition of the works of the
Slovak photographer Marta
Főldéšová TABULA RASA
When: 22 August – 11 September
Where: DLUL Gallery, Ljubljana

Blank board, blank paper. A world free
of grown-ups' problems, where the soul
knows no oppression and lives at ease
and in harmony with the real world.
A child is born with a clean slate, with
no impressions, ideas and experiences.
He is not burdened by judgments and
telling good from bad. Concepts used
for judgement have no meaning in a
child’s world. His soul is free and full of
imagination. A child's thoughts have
a free, natural flow. A child’s world
is not limited by time or space, nor
is his imagination. A child lives in his
inner world up to the moment when
he starts receiving ideas from adults.
Blank paper, a child’s soul, starts filling
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up with letters and experiences. White
purity acquires a shade of colour. A
new chapter of life begins. Up until this
moment the child remains a pure soul
with a lightness of being. The exhibition
entitled TABULA RASA came 1st in the
Slovak Press Photo competition in the
category Art and Show Business.

in the first person, i.e. the confession
of a solo creator. Milan Tomášik is a
Slovak dancer and choreographer,
a co-founder of Les SlovaKs Dance
Collective, the dance ensemble working
and performing across Europe. He
choreographed his dance performance
Solo 2016, in which he is the solo dancer.

Concert of Mucha Quartet
ensemble on the occasion of the
Slovak Presidency

Opening of the exhibition of the
Slovak photographer Martin Iman

When: 28 September
Where: City Museum, Ljubljana

Full evening dance
performance Solo 2016 by the
Slovak dancer Milan Tomášik
When: 19 October (Next shows at other
venues in Ljubljana: 20 & 21
October, 5 & 6 December)
Where: Cankar Centre, Ljubljana
The creative process around Solo 2016 is
based on attitude to music. It is above all
the confrontation with historical music.
In the spotlight of the performance
are questions such as how the music
you love, compared with other
types of music you don't care about,
influences you as a dancer. The conflict is
interpreted by superimposing the sound
with the help of the composer and the
musicologist. Solo 2016 performance
illustrates the deepening of relations. At
the same time, it is a testimony spoken

When: 6 November
Where: Janez Boljke Gallery, Ljubljana
This is a female nude photography
exhibition by the recognised
photographer Martin Iman. To use his
words, nude photography is one of the
most difficult subjects in photography
and the challenge is to find the
imaginary line between aesthetic
character and vulgarity. Martin Iman’s
approach to photography is a humble
one. His work in the area of nude
photos focuses on figural composition,
tension and emotion. His preferred style
is pictorialism. Much of his work was
created in Slovakia, the Czech Republic
and France and his photos have been
exhibited in Paris, Lisbon and Prague.

Presentation of Slovak literary
works translated into Slovene
When: 21 – 25 November and 5 – 8
December
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Where: Book Expo Ljubljana, PEN Club, Mladinska
knjiga Bookshop and Maribor
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Presentation of two literary works
by Víťo Staviarský (Kivader, Záchytka,
Kalé topánky) and Juraj Šebesta (Keď
sa pes smeje) translated into Slovene
in cooperation with the Litera a
Cankarjeva založba publishing house.

Exposition by the Slovak
ceramist Mária Banášová
When: 6 December 2016 – 6 January 2017
Where: Janez Boljke Gallery, Ljubljana

Spain
Exhibition: DialoguesSK – Minor
and Major Themes of Slovak Design
When: 30 June – 27 July
Where: CentroCentro, Madrid

Noches y Almenas – Concert by
the Mucha Quartet
When: second week of July
Where: Ávila

Moyzes Quartet concert to mark
the Slovak Presidency
When: third week of September
Where: Casino de Madrid, Madrid

A not-to-be-missed exhibition that
combines the works of the experienced
and well-established painter Alexander
Godány and the photographs of the
young Slovak artist Lea Tyrallová,
who lives in Spain. In his works, Mr
Godány has been through several
creative stages, ranging from realism
to expressionism and impressionism
to surrealism and superrealism. His
artwork exhibits a fresh and novel
approach to painting. Mr Godány
is primarily inspired by scenes from
nature, which he then ably transforms
into an artistic form that is strongly
reminiscent of the poetry of colours. In
contrast to Mr Godány’s mature works
stands the artwork from the young
Slovak photographer, who lives creates
and her works in Barcelona. In 2012, Ms
Tyrallová earned the top prize at the
Concurso de Fotoperiodismo CLIC. In her
works, she makes use of visual research
and archives to develop her specific
language of photography.

Vivencias – photography
exhibition by Slovak
photographer Lea Tyrallová and
exhibition of paintings by Slovak
painter Alexander Godány
When: 29 September – 29 October
Where: Matadero Madrid, Casa del Reloj, Madrid
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Slovak Film Days at the
European Film Festival MUCES
When: third week of November
Where: Segovia
The screening of films, or the Slovak
Film Days, will take place within the
Segovia European Film Festival
(MUCES). The festival puts a spotlight
on quality films and expects to draw
large numbers of visitors. Slovakia will
act as the guest at this year’s edition.
In the film screenings, the viewers will
be treated to the finest of the Slovak
‘New Wave’ cinema and the best of
animated films for adults. Also on
the programme are discussions and
workshops featuring leading Slovak
filmmakers and artists.

The Heart Hidden in the
Script – Exhibition of panels
with manuscripts from the
Bašagić Collection
When: 1 December – 31 December
Where: Fundación Euroárabe, Granada
The exhibition The Heart Hidden in the
Script aims to introduce the Spanish
public to the unique collection
of Arabic, Persian and Turkish
manuscripts and prints from the
eminent Bosnian writer, orientalist,
museologist and politician Safvetbeg Bašagić. This collection contains,
first and foremost, works from the
field of religious science: the Quran,
traditions, religious law, dogmatics,
mystics and prayers. Alongside
philosophy, works from the areas of
metaphysics, logic and psychology are
also included. The
collection is part of
the cultural heritage
of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. It has
subsequently also
been recognised as
part of the cultural
heritage of Slovakia
and, through
UNESCO, as world
cultural heritage.

Sweden
Performance by the Mucha
Quartet ensemble
When: 6 September
Where: C oncert House, Grünewaldsalen,
Stockholm
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Presentation of the best Slovak
animated films in recent years at
the REX Animation Film Festival
When: 13–16 October
Where: House of Culture, Stockholm
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United Kingdom
will speak to the guests about the life of
Exhibition opening and musical
this brave man.
performance by Peter Breiner and
Triango Slovak Dances to mark
Exhibition: Did you know? This
the start of the Slovak Presidency is Slovakia
When: 7 July
Where: Europe House and St John’s Smith
Square, London
The Slovak Presidency will officially
be launched by the opening of an
exhibition in Europe House that will
be open to the public until 15 July.
The exhibition will be followed by the
opening concert Slovak Dances staged by
Peter Breiner and the Triango collective.

Exhibition: DialoguesSK – Minor
and Major Themes of Slovak Design
When: September
Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic, London

22 September – 13 October
Where: London

Exhibition of works by Slovak
sculptor Ján Ťapák
When: October (opening on 13 October)
Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic,
London
The eminent Slovak sculptor Ján Ťapák
will showcase his well-known plastic
works along with large scale drawings,
including the sculptures The King and
the Queen, Toro Querencia and The
Clear Mind. The bulk of his creations
are from bronze. Mr Ťapák completed
wood-carving studies at a secondary

The Power of Good: Nicholas
Winton film and the story of
Mr Winton’s life
When: September
Where: Bloomsbury Theatre Studio,
London
To mark the Day of the Victims of the
Holocaust and of Racial Violence in
Slovakia, the Slovak Embassy in London,
in conjunction with the School of Slavonic
and East European Studies (SSEES) at
University College London, will screen
the remarkable film The Power of Good:
Nicholas Winton. After the screening,
Lady Milena Grenfell-Baines, who is one
of the children saved by Mr Winton,

Photo: Ján Ťapák’s archives
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art and technical school in Bratislava,
before graduating in sculpture from
the Academy of Fine Arts and Design
in Bratislava. Mr Ťapák’s works, many of
which are owned by private collectors
in Slovakia and abroad, rank among the
finest of their kind in Slovakia. His art
has been on display across the world
since 1990. The artist’s ‘landmark’ works
in recent years include a bronze plastic
sculpture for the UN headquarters in
Nairobi, Kenya, and a grandiose, fivemetre-high statue entitled The Prince
Laborec and made of welded bronze for
the eastern Slovak village of Habura.

Exhibition dedicated to
Alexander Dubček marking the
95th anniversary of his birth
When: November
Where: UCL School of Slavonic and East
European Studies, London
Alexander Dubček is viewed as
a significant personality in the modern
history of Slovakia and in European
politics, and as the leader of the Prague
Spring of 1968. To commemorate the
95th anniversary of Mr Dubček’s birth,
the Embassy of the Slovak Republic in
London will, together with the School
of Slavonic and East European Studies
(SSEES), organise a panel exhibition
entitled The Human Face of Politics. The
event showcasing photographs taken
by Vladimír Benka will take place at
University College London.

To mark the Human Rights Day, the
Slovak Embassy in London will organise
an exhibition of visual art works as part
of the second and third edition of the
literary and visual arts competition Human
Rights through Children’s Eyes. The works
were created by pupils of primary schools
and eight-year grammar schools. The
topics from the competition’s second
edition I have the right to my opinion and
from the third edition The I of me – me is
me! prompted the pupils to express their
views, including on their place in society.
The best works were selected by a panel of
experts led by academic painter Miroslav
Cipár.

Christmas concert
When: 20 December
Where: St Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar
Square, London
The Slovak Embassy in London, together
with St Martin-in-the-Fields and with
support from the European Union
National Institutes for Culture (EUNIC)
in London, is organising a Christmas
afternoon concert in central London
that will introduce the audience to
Slovak Christmas carols and songs.

Exhibition: Human Rights
through Children’s Eyes
When: December
Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic,
London
Photo: archive of St Martin-in-the-Fields

98

PROGRAMME – OTHER COUNTRIES
Canada
Exhibition: Works of the
renowned Slovak photographer
Filip Kulisev
When: 9 June
Where: Foyer, Department of Foreign
Affairs, Trade and Development, Ottawa,
Canada
Photographer and traveller Filip
Kulisev looks for beautiful and unique
places on Earth, which he then
presents as photographs to all nature
lovers in Slovakia and abroad. First and
foremost, he seeks to contribute to
the protection of biodiversity and the
preservation of our planet’s natural
treasures. He has staged over 200 solo
exhibitions in Slovakia and abroad.
His works are deposited in the private
collections of prominent figures
including Pope Francis, Prince Charles,
Albert II, Prince of Monaco, Russian

President Vladimir Putin, Slovak
President Andrej Kiska, former Slovak
President Ivan Gašparovič, and former
U.S. Secretary of State and First Lady
Hillary Clinton. In 2010, he received the
highest European accolade awarded
to professional photographers, the
Master QEP (Qualified European
Professional Photographer).

Michal Bugala Trio - Ottawa
Jazz Festival
When: 30 June
Where: National Arts Centre, Ottawa
Concert by the Slovak jazz trio at
the traditional Ottawa Jazz Festival.
Performers: Michal Bugala (guitar),
Juraj Griglák (bass guitar) and Martin
Valihora (percussion).

Georgia
V4 Culinary and Fashion Week
When: October
Where: Tbilisi
The V4 Culinary and Fashion Week
festival will showcase the national
cuisines of the Visegrad Four (V4)
countries. Four teams of acclaimed
chefs will arrive in Tbilisi to present
the dining culture of Slovakia, the
Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary
during the week. This event will be
accompanied by a presentation of
young fashion designers from V4

as part of the Tbilisi Fashion Week.
Slovakia will be represented by chefs
from the restaurant ‘Ako doma’ (‘Like
at home’) (www.akodoma.eu) and
fashion designer Richard Rozbora
(www.rozbora.com).

Concert of the Moyzes Quartet
with guitarist Miriam Rodriguez
Brüll
When: December
Where: Tbilisi
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Iceland
Organ concert by Stanislav Šurin
When: November
Where: Reykjavik
Stanislav Šurin studied organ and
church music in Bratislava and Vienna.
As an organist he has performed at
scores of religious services broadcast
in the media (including at the
inaugurations of Slovak presidents
and the visits of Pope John Paul II). He
has previously also worked with the
Slovak Philharmonic. At the première
of Janáček's Glagolitic Mass in Taiwan

in 2000, he played the organ solo
with the National Symphony Orchestra
of Taiwan. He has given organ recitals
in many European countries, and
in the USA, Mexico and Canada. He
recorded his organ solo CDs at Graz
Cathedral, Schubertkirche in Vienna
and at St. John the Baptist Cathedral
and St. Nicholas Cathedral in Trnava.
He is the founder and organiser of
organ festivals in Trnava, Piešťany,
Skalica and in St Martin's Cathedral in
Bratislava. In 2009, he was awarded
the Sebastian Prize for his outstanding
contribution to the legacy of the
work of Johann Sebastian Bach for the
contemporaries.

Israel
Photo exhibition by SlovakAid
and Mashav
When: latter half of June

Last Folio multimedia event
When: 12 September
Where: Van Leer Jerusalem Institute, Jerusalem

Where: Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Jerusalem
This event showcases photographs
from Slovak-Israeli development
cooperation projects in Africa under
the auspices of the Slovak Agency
for International Development
Cooperation SlovakAid and Israel’s
Agency for International Development
Cooperation Mashav. Slovakia will
present four projects that it carried out
in Kenya and South Sudan.
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PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT

July 1st - August 15th 2016

Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs

JUMBO! SHALOM! AHOJ!
Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 9 Yitzhak Rabin Blvd.,
Kiryat Ben-Gurion, Jerusalem

A project by photographer Yuri Dojc
and producer Katarína Krausová that
features large-scale art photography,
black-and-white portraits, and
a documentary on the Jewish
community and Jewish culture in
Slovakia.
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Opening of the Martin Benka
Opening of the photography
and Jaroslav Augusta exhibition exhibition Karol Kállay –
CONNECTIONS
When: 29 September

Where: House of Quality, Jerusalem
An exhibition presenting explorations
into traditional folk costumes by
Slovak artists Martina Benka (1888–
1971) and Jaroslav Augusta (1878–1970),
their distinct perspectives and
painting techniques, along with the
varied culture of folk costumes in 20th
century Slovakia.

When: 9 November
Where: Beit Shagal, Haifa
This project aims to showcase
contemporary Slovak art in
photography through the lens of
Slovak photographer Karol Kállay
and Slovak artworks depicting worldrenowned personalities.

Opening of the exhibition Slovak
Saviour of Jews Aron Grünhut
When: 24 November
Where: House of Quality, Jerusalem

Photography exhibition Magical
Slovakia
When: October
Where: Slovak Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel

The exhibition
celebrates Aron
Grünhunt, a
champion of
human rights
and a saviour
of Jews during
WWII.
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Japan
Jakub Čižmarovič in concert
When: 20 September
Where: Tokyo
Jakub Čižmarovič was born into a wellknown musical family in Slovakia, but
has lived in Cologne, Germany since
childhood. He began to play the piano
at 9 years of age and, as early as 13, he
performed solo at a Beethoven piano
concert with orchestra. Less than three
years later, he made his debut at the
Cologne Philharmonic with the Gürzenich
Orchestra Cologne under the baton of
James Conlon. He has earned a number of
awards at piano competitions in Germany
and at international competitions. Jakub
Čižmarovič studied under renowned
piano teachers – Professor Karl-Heinz
Kämmerling, Professor Pavel Gililov and

Professor Jacques Rouvier. He regularly
gives solo performances in Germany, the
Netherlands, South Korea and Slovakia.
In 2006, he made his debut in the United
States with the world-famous Chicago
Symphony Orchestra. In addition, Mr
Čižmarovič has completed several tours
in Asia. His debut album containing works
by Robert Schumann and Franz Liszt
was greeted with critical acclaim, and
critics ranked Mr Čižmarovič among the
greatest talents of the up-and-coming
generation.

Kyrgyzstan
Documentary and photo
exhibition commemorating the
95th anniversary of the birth
of Alexander Dubček
When: September
Where: Bishkek
Alexander Dubček was a Slovak
communist politician and a
prominent personality associated
with the events of the Prague Spring
of 1968. His political programme
Socialism with a human face was aimed
at democratising and liberalising the
political direction of Czechoslovakia.
On the night of 20–21 August 1968,
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Warsaw Pact forces entered the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic and
violently ended Dubček’s attempts at
political reform. Slovak photographer
Vladimír Benko, the author of the
Human Face of Politics exhibition,
presents Dubček from a perspective
that is different from the one known
to the general public. Benko had
the opportunity to take pictures of
Dubček during his work for the news
agency in 1990–1992. He was able to
capture the strong human dimension
of the well-known politician. Benko
and Dubček were working together
on a photographic reportage which
was suddenly interrupted by Dubček’s
tragic death. Dubček spent part of his
childhood in Bishkek.
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Liechtenstein
Screening of the Slovak film –
The Power of Good – Nicholas
Winton
When: 20 October

Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: 20 October
Where: Takino Film Club, Schaan

Where: Takino Film Club, Schaan

Macedonia
Gala night to celebrate the
Exhibition: Alexander Dubček –
beginning of the Slovak Presidency Human Face of Politics
When: June/July

When: November

Where: Macedonian National Theatre, Skopje

Where: EU InfoCentre, Skopje

A joint Slovak-Dutch gala night
will be held on the occasion of
Slovakia assuming the presidency
of the Council of the European
Union. The programme will feature
The Skopje Dance Theatre dance
group choreographed by the Dutch
choreographer J. van der Mast and the
Slovak piano virtuoso Richard Rikkon.

The photo exhibition commemorating
the 95th anniversary of the birth of
Alexander Dubček aims to bring this
Slovak politician and a symbol of the
Prague Spring of 1968 closer to the
public, depicting him in different
life situations – during official visits,
working meetings with colleagues, in
private with his friends and family and
in official photos. The exhibition will
showcase the work of Vladimír Benko.

Slovak Film Days
When: September
Where: MK Cinematheque, Skopje
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Mexico
Exhibition: Magical Slovakia
When: 6 July – 14 August
Where: Franz Mayer Museum, Mexico

Screening of Slovak films on the
occasion of the Slovak Presidency
When: October
Where: National Autonomous University of
Mexico (Universidad nacional autónoma de
México, UNAM), Mexico

Moldova
Performance by Slovak folklore
ensemble at the international
folklore festival Masterul Manole
When: 25–30 August
Where: Criuleni

Exhibition: Alexander Dubček –
The Human Face of Politics
Where and when: Parliament of the Republic
of Moldova, Chisinau (12–30 September),
People’s Assembly of Gagauzia, Comrat (4–21
October)
Alexander Dubček was a Slovak
communist politician and a prominent
personality associated with the
events of the Prague Spring of 1968.

Norway
Slovak Dances: a concert by
Triango to mark the Slovak
Presidency
When: 5 October
Where: Concert House, Oslo
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His political programme Socialism
with a human face was intended to
democratise then Czechoslovakia and
liberalise its political direction. On the
night of 20–21 August 1968, Warsaw
Pact forces invaded the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic and put a violent
end to Dubček’s political endeavours.
Slovak photographer Vladimír Benko,
the author of the exhibition The
Human Face of Politics presents Dubček
from a perspective that is different
from how he was seen by the general
public. Benko had the opportunity
to take pictures of Dubček while
working for a news agency between
1990–92. He was able to capture the
strong human dimension of the wellknown politician. Benko and Dubček
worked together on a photographic
reportage until their efforts came to
an abrupt end when Dubček tragically
died.
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Russia
Performance by the Lúčnica
artistic ensemble on the
occasion of the Slovak
Presidency & vernissage of
works of Albín Brunovský,
a doyen of Slovak graphic art
Where and when: Slovak Institute (6 July)
and Central House of Culture of Railwaymen
(7 July – no exhibition), both in Moscow
The Lúčnica artistic ensemble will
be performing in the capital of the
Russian Federation after many years.
The first performance will be followed
by a vernissage of works of Albín
Brunovský, a doyen of Slovak graphic
art, at the gallery of the Slovak
Institute. A wide-ranging programme
features dances and musical
performances performed by almost
30 members of the Lúčnica artistic
ensemble.

the international Jazz on the Moscow
River festival. It is the 18th edition of
a traditional event, which jazzes up
cultural life in the metropolis during
the summer holidays.

Exhibition of the works of the
young Slovak painter Peter Cvik
When: 28 July
Where: Slovak Institute, Moscow
The young painter Peter Cvik will be
presenting his work at the gallery of
the Slovak Institute in an individual
exhibition entitled Architektony. The
exhibition will take place as part of
the International Biennial of Young
Artists.

Concert by the blues duo Ľuboš
Beňa & Bonzo Radványi
When: 10 July
Where: Moscow
Popular blues duo Ľuboš
Beňa & Bonzo Radványi will appear at
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Exhibition of academic painter
and gallery curator Andrej
Smolák entitled Fervour of desire
When: 17 August
Where: Slovak Institute, Moscow
The paintings of academic painter
and gallery curator Andrej Smolák
are exhibited in galleries and private
collections in many European
countries, as well as in the USA, Japan
and Australia.

When: 22 September
Where: Slovak Institute, Moscow
The Slovak Textile Design exhibition
will be linked to the fashion show by
young designers – students of the
Department of Industrial Design at
the Alexander Dubček University of
Trenčín.

Exhibition: Magical Slovakia
When: 22 October
Where: Slovak Institute, Moscow

Slovak Film Festival and opening
of the Film Poster exhibition
When: 10 November
Where: Slovak Institute, Moscow

Ceremonial opening of the
exhibition Slovak Textile Design

Opening of the documentary
photo exhibition Alexander
Dubček among us
When: 24 November
Where: Slovak Institute, Moscow
Alexander Dubček was a Slovak
communist politician and
a prominent personality associated
with the events of the Prague Spring
of 1968. His political programme
Socialism with a human face was aimed
at democratising and liberalising the
political direction of Czechoslovakia.
The exhibition will mark the 95th
anniversary of Dubček’s birth.
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Ceremonial opening of an
art exhibition by the Slovak
naive artist Miro Potoma and
a concert by Duo Cordefiato
When: 15 December
Where: Slovak Institute, Moscow
The ceremonial opening of an art
exhibition by the Slovak naive artist
Miroslav Potoma (who is often
compared to the Czech artist Josef
Lada) will mark the end of the Slovak
Presidency of the Council of the EU.
The opening at the Slovak Institute will
be preceded by a concert performed
by Duo Cordefiato: Ivica Gabrišová
Encingerová & Miriam Rodriguez
Brüllová (flute and guitar). The concert
will also be a closing performance of
the Year of the Slovak Music.

San Marino
Christmas concert by Dalibor
Karvay (violin) with piano
accompaniment by Daniel
Buranovský to mark the end of
the Slovak Presidency
When: 13 December
Where: Teatro Titano, City of San Marino
Slovak virtuoso Dalibor Karvay began
playing the violin at the age of three,
under the guidance of his father. In
2000 he began to study at the Vienna
Conservatoire under Professor Boris
Kuschnir. He also studied at the Žilina

Conservatoire and the Universität
für Musik und darstellende Kunst
(University of Music and Performing
Arts) in Graz. He completed his studies
at the Academy of Arts (Faculty of
Performing Arts) in Banská Bystrica.
His major achievements include first
place at the International Meeting of
Young Musicians in Córdoba (1996), the
Young Musician of the Year award at the
Eurovision Young Musicians contest
(2002), first place at the Tibor Varga
Competition (2003), the New Talent
award of the International Rostrum for
Young Performers (2005), and first place
at the David Oistrach Competition in
Moscow (2008).
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Serbia
Concert by Adriena Bartošová
on the occasion of the Slovak
Presidency
When: 1 July

Exhibition: Did you know? This is
Slovakia
When: September
Where: Belgrade

Where: Kolarčeva zadužbina, Belgrade
Adriena Bartošová is one of the
leading and most respected jazz
composers and singers in Slovakia.
During her career she has worked
with outstanding national and
international musicians and bands.
In 1987, Adriena and Juraj Burian,
a renowned guitarist, founded
the jazz band SCAT. The band has
accompanied her at numerous
concerts and international festivals
in Europe and throughout the
world. Bartošová is also a film music
composer and occasionally plays the
parts in the Slovak National Theatre.

Slovak Film Week
When: September
Where: Niš and Belgrade
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Guitar concert by Miriam
Rodriguez Brüllová
When: October
Where: Belgrade
Miriam Rodriguez Brüllová studied in
Slovakia and later in Canada under
the supervision of a top guitar player
Álvaro Pierri. As a participant in
master classes, she has worked with
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world-famous guitarists such as Abel
Carlevaro, Álvaro Pierri, Luise Walker,
Oscar Ghiglia, Pavel Steidl and John
Duarte. She has received prestigious
awards at guitar competitions in
Slovakia as well as in Vienna (Austria),
Kutná Hora (Czech Republic), Torroella
de Montgrí (Spain) and Weikersheim

(Germany). Besides performing in
Slovakia, she has performed in many
countries in Europe and throughout
the world. She is also very active in
performing chamber music.

South Korea
Exhibition: Slovak Theatre
Posters (after 1989)
When: November
Where: The Korea Foundation, Seoul
The Embassy of the Slovak Republic in
the Republic of Korea and the Theatre
Institute and the Slovak Design Centre
have prepared a public exhibition of
more than 60 Slovak theatre posters.
The posters have been selected
primarily for their humour, emotions,
complexity, technical processing, variety
of topics and graphic techniques. The
authors of these posters belong to
different age groups and have various
professions. They feature graphic
designers, scenographers, theatre
employees and amateur artists.
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Switzerland
Slovak Philharmonic concert to
mark the Slovak Presidency

Performance by the Slovak Folk
Art Ensemble (SĽUK)

When: 26 June

When: 3 October

Where: KKL Lucerne

Where: World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO), Geneva

Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: 26 June
Where: KKL Lucerne

Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: 19–23 September
Where: Bern

SĽUK ©Matúš Lago

Exoplanets: exhibition of
artistic glassworks by Ján
Zoričák
When: 3–11 October
Where: World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO), Geneva

Exhibition: Aeromobil
When: 3–5 October
Where: World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO), Geneva
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Ukraine
Concert of Moyzes Quartet
ensemble on the occasion of the
Slovak Presidency
Date: 27 October
Venue: Kiev

USA
Chamber concert by Slovak
musicians in New York
When: 13 June
Where: R esidence of the Permanent
Representative of the Slovak
Republic to the UN, New York
Slovakia’s Consulate-General in
New York will present the excellent
Slovak musicians Jozef Lupták and
Peter Breiner. Peter Breiner is a piano
virtuoso, composer, conductor,
arranger and writer of Slovak ancestry
living in New York. Jozef Lupták,
currently one of the leading Slovak
musicians, performs across the world
as a solo and concert cellist.

Opening of the exhibition
Amazing Planet by prominent
Slovak photographer Filip
Kulisev
When: 11 July
Where: United Nations headquarters, New
York
Photographer and traveller Filip
Kulisev searches for beautiful and
unique places on Earth that he
then presents as photographs to
all nature lovers in Slovakia and
abroad. First and foremost, he seeks
to contribute to the protection of
biodiversity and the preservation of
natural heritage. He has staged over
200 solo exhibitions in Slovakia and
abroad. His works are deposited in
the private collections of prominent
figures such as Pope Francis, Prince
Charles, Prince Albert II of Monaco,
Russian President Vladimir Putin,
Slovak President Andrej Kiska, former
Slovak President Ivan Gašparovič,
and former U.S. Secretary of State
and First Lady Hillary Clinton. In 2010,
he received the highest European
accolade awarded to professional
photographers, Master QEP (Qualified
European Photographer).
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Slovak Dances: a concert by
Triango to mark the Slovak
Presidency
When and where: September (Library of
Congress, Washington, DC), December
(New York)

Exhibition: Čičmany Houses by
Jaroslav Horečný
When: September
Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic,
Washington

Concert Requiem: Oratio spei –
A Prayer of Hope by composer
Juraj Filas
When and where: September (9/11
Memorial Museum, New York) and 11
September (Westchester, New York –
memorial event to mark the 15th
anniversary of 9/11)
Contemporary Slovak composer Juraj
Filas set about composing his unique
work in 2000. After the terrorist
attacks targeting the World Trade
Center in New York in 2001, Mr Filas
decided to dedicate his monumental
musical work to the memories of the
victims. Last year, his Requiem was
heard in Carnegie Hall. Mr Filas was
born in Košice, but currently lives in
Prague.
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Exhibition: Between War and
Dream by Vincent Hložník
When: September
Where: Bohemian Benevolent & Literary
Association (BBLA) Gallery, New York
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Vincent Hložník was a Slovak painter,
graphic artist, illustrator, sculptor
and educator, and a representative
of expressionism. One of the most
important representatives of Slovak
visual arts, Hložník is a member of the
World War II generation of artists, or
the young avant-garde. His works are
primarily a response to World War II
events. The exhibition, which is being
prepared by the Slovak ConsulateGeneral in New York along with the
Derfner Judaica Museum and the Art
Collection, will showcase a collection
of Hložník’s 20 surrealist-inspired
linocut prints.

Slovak Fashion Night 2016
When: 9 September
Where: New York
Young Slovak designers will put their
creations on show at the Slovak
Fashion Night, which is set to take
place as part of the New York Fashion
Week in September.

Slovak Press Photo in New York
When: September
Where: Ukrainian Museum, New York

The exhibition will be presented
by the Slovak Consulate-General
in New York in conjunction with
the prestigious New York Press
Photographers Association.
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Photography exhibition: Dušan
Kochol, Like a drop of ink in
a glass of milk

Serene in Restlessness –
photography exhibition by
Timotej Križka

When: October

When: November

Where: Embassy of the Slovak Republic,
Washington

Where: Bohemian National Hall, New York

LIKE

A

by

DUŠAN

DROP

OF

INK

IN

A

GLASS OF

MILK

(2015)

KOCHOL

Screening of Štefan Uher’s film
The Sun in a Net

A series of male portraits depict a specific
age and stage of mental evolvement, which
the artist personally identifies with through the

When: October

project. Ink stains freely referring to the ones
from the Rorschach test can be distinguished
in each artwork. These abstract shapes were
produced during individual photographic
sessions. While interpreting the scenes
observed on the paper, the dialog became
focused on the perception of selftransformation that occurs during the internal

Where: E mbassy of the Slovak Republic,
Washington maturing of a man. The act of photography
has slipped in to the level of psychological
study. The blank page that acquires its
content by bleeding ink has become the

Screening of Miroslav
Luther’s film A Path Across the
Danube
analogy for the portrayed face as a
projection of personality traits and thought
processes.

When: November
Where: E mbassy of the Slovak Republic,
Washington
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Portraits of people who sacrificed
their lives to save the truth (www.
pokojnivnepokoji.sk).

The Development of European
Cities – lecture by Edward Toran
When: autumn 2016
Where: New York School of Interior Design,
New York
A lecture about the life, function,
urbanism and architecture of
European cities. The Slovak Edward
Toran is an expert in visual arts,
architecture and interior design,
currently residing in New York.
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Concert by jazz singer Hana
Gregušová with quartet
When: December
Where: E mbassy of the Slovak Republic,
Washington
Hana Gregušová is one of the best
and most widely recognised female
Slovak jazz singers. She has been
performing for more than 10 years
now both in Slovakia and abroad,
captivating audiences with her deep
voice and marriage of jazz and soul
music.

Ceremonial opening of the
exhibition The Bašagić
Collection of Islamic
Manuscripts to mark the
conclusion of the Slovak
Presidency
When: December
Where: United Nations headquarters, New
York
The event is being held in cooperation
with the University Library in
Bratislava.

Uzbekistan
Exhibition: Magical Slovakia
When: second half of September
Where: Tashkent
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Vatican
Concert of original compositions
of church music to celebrate the
works of Slavic missionaries
Saints Cyril and Methodius
on the occasion of the Slovak
Presidency
When: 21 June
Where: Basilica of Saint Praxedes, Rome
The concert to celebrate the works
of Slavic missionaries Saints Cyril and
Methodius, entitled Two Brothers,
features soloists Sisa Lelkes Sklovska,
Otokar Klein, Dušan Jarjabek and
the Slovak Radio Children’s Choir
conducted by Adrian Kokoš. The
concert will present works by Daniel
Hevier, Milan Rúfus and Marián Brezáni
that have been set to music.

Exhibition: Did you know? This
is Slovakia
When: September
Where: Vatican
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Cantus Choralis Slovaca
2016
When: 19 – 22 October
Where: State Scientific Library, Banská
Bystrica

The International Symposium on
Choral Singing (13th season) is focused
on Slovak choral music, composers,
conductors and choirs, but also on
important personalities organising
the event and institutions supporting
the development of choral singing
in Slovakia. It also places emphasis
on musical and vocal culture of
national and regional importance,
European trends in choral singing,
and activities of nations in the field of
choral singing abroad. Various vocal
concerts by national and international
choirs and premieres of works by
Slovak authors have been arranged
to accompany the symposium. In
2016, the symposium is dedicated
to the centenary of Slovak music
composer Zdenko Mikula (lectures,
demonstrations of musical works,
exhibitions).

Time travel
When: 9 – 10 September from 2 p.m. till 7 p.m.
Where: Bratislava Old Town
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The aim of the two-day festival is
to discover Bratislava’s history in an
interactive way. Ten stands will be
located in the streets of the Old Town
where visitors will be able to learn
about the historical milestones from
the Celtic period (Celtic Oppidum
under St. Michael’s Gate) up to the
present and into the future (on
Danube’s riverbank). Each stand will
hold a small theatrical event – a scene
from history, an expert presentation
and a musical or dance performance
from a given period, e.g. Celtic music.
Expert presentations on historical
milestones will be delivered in an
attractive way – by oral presentation
and hands-on experience. The stand
on Celtic Oppidum will feature, for
example, coins, plan of oppidum
fortifications, drawings, and it will
also give a demonstration of how
to mint coins and how they looked
like. Troubadours will be walking
the streets inviting visitors to the
stands. The event will also feature
a presentation of traditional crafts (by
the Centre for Folk Art Production) –
a potter’s wheel, wiring, tokárstvo
(the craft of shaping the wood
with special knives and a chisel in
a rotating movement symmetrically
to its axis), leather production and
forging. Children can try on historical
costumes and practise shooting with
a crossbow, fencing, juggling or face
painting. The script for this event was
written by Daniel Hevier. Performers
will include the representatives of the
New Scene Theatre, Ľudovít Rajter
Elementary School of the Arts, the

PATRONAGE – SLOVAK PRESIDENCY

Bratislava Conservatory and others.
The event is organised by the Old
Town of Bratislava.

Folklore Festival
Východná
When: 30 June – 3 July
Where: Východná
The oldest and largest nationwide
festival with international
participation in Slovakia celebrates
its 62nd season. Making a significant
contribution to the preservation,
revival and creative development of
traditional folk culture in Slovakia,
the festival presents dozens of artistic
performances across 11 stages for
more than 30,000 visitors every year.
The performers include winners of
prestigious folklore competitions,
the most successful Slovak folklore
ensembles, top international
ensembles, as well as non-traditional
groups inspired by traditional folk
culture. The event is organised by the
National Centre for Public Education.

Gypsy Fest World
Roma Festival
When: 21 – 23 July
Where: Bratislava

Gypsy Fest is the third biggest Roma
festival in the world. In the last eight
years, it has become an event that is
not only about music, but that also
provides space for diverse art from
several different countries. Each
year the festival includes concerts,
exhibitions and parades, as well as
the presentation of successful Roma
from different European countries.
The festival has so far featured artists
from India, Brazil, Argentina, Ukraine
and many EU countries. The Gypsy
Fest aims to positively influence the
perception of Roma amongst the
non-Roma population, but also to
contribute to overcoming stereotypes
and prejudices against Roma. The
festival is financially supported by
the Government Office of the Slovak
Republic, the Culture of National
Minorities 2016 programme and the
International Visegrad Fund. This
year’s programme includes, inter alia,
a presentation entitled Roma as we
don’t know them, showing work by
Roma police officers, firemen, doctors,
nurses or sculptors. There will be also
a traditional colourful procession
of Roma artists in the streets of
Bratislava and a traditional gala
programme with the participation
of leading foreign Roma bands. The
event is organised by the Roma
Production citizens organisation
along with partners: O. S. Imperio
(Czech Republic), Romano Karavano,
Roma Kultúralis Egyesület (Hungary),
Marlena Sawicka (Poland) and Isvanas
Kvik (Lithuania).
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Music of Europe
Opening concert of the 7th European
Summit of Regions and Cities
When: 7 July at 7 pm
Where: Devin Castle complex, middle
courtyard, Bratislava

Photo: © Abby Art s.r.o.

The cultural programme created
exclusively for the summit of the
Committee of the Regions is based
on the idea of bringing together
the summit’s delegates, those
accompanying them and the people
of Bratislava through a first-class
musical experience. The aim is to
disprove the notion that European
issues are discussed behind closed
doors and are incomprehensible
and inaccessible to the public.
Water in the widest sense of the
word is the theme of the summit
in 2016. Therefore, the cultural
programme focuses on locations that
are geographically and historically
linked to the Danube basin. The
main opening concert will take place
in the courtyard of Devin Castle –
a historic landmark of the Bratislava
region, situated at the confluence
of the Danube and Morava rivers.
The Devin castle complex is directly
connected to the subject of water,
as it is a geopolitical space around
which history has been written since
time immemorial. At the concert,
which has been prepared by Anton
Popovič and Ladislav Snopko, top
ensembles such as the Slovak Radio
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Symphony Orchestra and Lúčnica
Choir will perform. The goal is to offer
the general public a concert where
pop stars will be accompanied by
a symphony orchestra, followed by
a special programme in tune with the
importance of the summit: a gem
of Europe’s musical heritage (G. F.
Handel: Music for the Royal Fireworks) in
combination with world-famous, 20th
century music by British rock band
Pink Floyd (Atom Heart Mother) arranged
for chamber orchestra. The organisers‘
aim is to show the evolution of music
on the European continent over the
centuries. The opening concert will
be combined with a specially created
video projection showing the latest
challenges faced by the European
Union. The concert is organised by the
Bratislava Self-Governing Region.

Celts from Bratislava
When and where: Museo Archeologico
Nazionale dell'Umbria, Perugia, 1 July – 30
October
Slovak National Museum – History Museum,
Bratislava, with remains of Celtic and Roman
buildings in the basement of Bratislava
Castle, 24 November 2016 – 3 September 2017
The exhibition Celts from Bratislava presents
the first known ethnic group in history
to have lived in the territory of presentday Slovakia. The exhibition displays
objects from the Devín Gate area, which
was dominated by the oppidum of
the Celtic tribe called the Boii, with its
centre located on the castle hill. As early

PATRONAGE – SLOVAK PRESIDENCY

as the second half of the 20th century,
archaeological research had unearthed
some facts about the large city centre
located on the site of modern-day
Bratislava. However, its highly developed
culture and special relationship with
the Roman Empire were only evidenced
by the findings of archaeological
research carried out after 2009. In the
first century BC, Roman craftsmen built
luxurious residences for the Boii elite on
the acropolis of the oppidum. This was
the first time that Roman construction
techniques had reached the far north
across the Empire’s border. Visitors will be
able to view the remains of the buildings
on the original site along with a virtual
reconstruction of selected structures.
Celts from Bratislava has been arranged as
a follow-up to the Etruscans from Perugia
exhibition displayed at Bratislava Castle
in 2015, which was organised by the
History Museum of the Slovak National
Museum in cooperation with the Museo
Archeologico Nazionale dell‚Umbria. The
event is organised by the City Institute
for the Protection of Cultural Monuments
in Bratislava, in cooperation with the
History Museum and the Archaeology
Museum of the Slovak National Museum,
Bratislava City Museum, the Museo
Archeologico Nazionale dell‚Umbria and
the Municipality of Bratislava.

The Cultural Summer and Castle Festival
Bratislava is a city festival offering
a diversity of genres in the form of
events full of music, dance, theatre,
art, and other events taking place in
the streets of the capital. It is today
one of the most extensive summer
festivals in Slovakia. The festival
includes more than 300 programmes,
13 cycles and 17 festivals on 43
stages. Last year’s edition featured
performers from 37 countries and
was visited by one hundred thousand
spectators. The number of coorganisers has increased each year,
reaching a record 350 programmes
in 2015 with more than 70 partners.
The Festival’s international dimension
is reflected in the participation of 37
countries from four continents. The
Cultural Summer and Castle Festival
Bratislava aims at attracting the
capital’s citizens, visitors and tourists
to a multi-genre festival incorporating
a potpourri of cultural performances
on many stages around the town for
different age groups. It also aims at
establishing a creative environment
and at promoting the setting up
and presentation of arts projects
in Bratislava. Entrance to nearly all
performances is free. The festival is
organised by the Bratislava Culture
and Information Centre.

Cultural Summer and
International Festival
Castle Festival Bratislava
Divadelná Nitra 2016
When: 13 June – 20 September

Where: Bratislava, different locations

When: 23–28 September
Where: Andrej Bagar Theatre, Karol
Spišák Old Theatre, Svätopluk Square and
pedestrian zone, Nitra
For 25 years, the International Festival
Divadelná Nitra has been spreading
the joy that originates from meetings
of European cultures, their influence
on one another, and from the
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understanding of their depth and
diversity. Much has changed in Europe
over those 25 years, however. The
theme of this year’s edition is the
slogan Ode to Joy?. Through works
of art and diverse activities, the
festival’s visitors – together with
artists from a number of countries
and experts in political science,
law, economics, ecology, sociology,
philosophy, theology and the theory
of art – will have the opportunity
to pose a range of questions such
as: How many reasons for joy does
Europe provide today? To its citizens,
the world… What values did Europe
bring in the past? What are the
greatest challenges of today? What
lies ahead for Europe? The 25th
edition of the festival will take place
under the auspices of the President
of Slovakia Andrej Kiska, Minister
for Foreign and European Affairs of
the Slovak Republic Miroslav Lajčák
and Minister for Culture of the
Slovak Republic Marek Maďarič. The
International Festival Divadelná Nitra is
Slovakia’s biggest theatre festival
and one of the country’s premier
international cultural events. It is
organised by the Divadelná Nitra
association. The festival’s main
programme features a selection of
European drama, while also being
open to dance, movement, musical,
puppet and visual arts theatre.
The festival focuses on unusual,
innovative and inspirational art,
presenting all manner of scenic arts
that transcend the boundaries of

artistic forms and styles. It includes
a range of accompanying events,
provides space to regional projects
and is also concerned with informal
education. The International Festival
Divadelná Nitra has been honoured
with the EFFE Label 2015-2016 (Europe
for Festivals, Festivals for Europe).

Scénická žatva
(Theatrical Harvest)
When: 26 – 31 August
Where: Martin

Zbor Sliezskej filharmónie Katovice
© Archív Sliezskej filharmónie

The 94th edition of the oldest amateur
theatre festival in Europe. As a highlevel platform on which to present
the winners of national preliminary
theatre ensemble competitions, it
serves as an important means of
raising the profile of Slovak amateur
theatre in Slovakia and abroad. The
festival is organised by the National
Centre for Public Education.

Gala concerts to mark
the Slovak Presidency

Apokalypsa © Ctibor Bachratý
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When and where: 29 September at 7.00
p.m., Žilina, Trade Union House, Great Hall
30 September at 7.00 p.m., Katowice
(Poland), Silesian Philharmonic, Concert
Hall
5 October at 7.00 p.m., Brussels (Belgium),
Flagey Concert Hall (Studio 4)
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Programme: Ludwig van Beethoven:
Symphony No. 9 in D minor, Op. 125 with
Ode to Joy
To celebrate the Slovak Presidency,
Beethoven’s famed Symphony No.
9 with Ode to Joy will be heard in the
Council of the EU in Brussels, as well
as in Katowice and Žilina. The tune
from the final part of the symphony
is the EU’s anthem. Two European
orchestras – the State Chamber
Orchestra Žilina and the Silesian
Philharmonic in Katowice – will
team up to form a unique orchestra
collective that will perform the music.
Both orchestras are involved in the
unique project ONE® (Orchestra
Network for Europe), supported by
the EU’s Creative Europe programme.
The symphony will also feature the
choir of the Silesian Philharmonic
Katowice. Solo performances will
be given by renowned Slovak artists
Mária Porubčinová (soprano), Terézia
Kružliaková (mezzosoprano), Ľudovít
Ludha (tenor) and Peter Mikuláš
(bass). The eminent conductor
Oliver Dohnányi will direct the
music. The State Chamber Orchestra
Žilina was established in 1974 as
the only orchestra of the ‘Mozart
type’ in Slovakia. In 1977, it earned
international recognition, having
been designated the official
orchestra of the Salzburger Festspiele.
Soon thereafter, the orchestra was
invited to the Prague Spring, before
appearing at successful concerts
within numerous festivals in Europe
and overseas. The orchestra has

performed at close to 3 000 concerts
in Slovakia and in 35 countries
worldwide. It has recorded over 70
CDs containing pieces from Baroque
all the way to contemporary music for
various record labels.

Slovak Folk Ensemble
(SĽUK)
When: September – November
Where: Bratislava, Hontianske Nemce,
Geneva

Krížom krážom © Ctibor Bachratý

The Slovak Folk Ensemble is
a professional performing arts
ensemble which has been active
in the artistic treatment and
interpretation of traditional Slovak
folk culture since 1949.
Its work is based on authentic forms
of Slovak folk music and dance
which are arranged into high-quality
programmes that always find favour
with audiences. During the Slovak
Presidency, the ensemble will stage
a gala programme to mark the 10th
anniversary of Slovakia’s ratification
of the Convention concerning the
protection of world cultural and
natural heritage, will premiere their
dance/music programme Genesis and
will perform their other dance/music
programmes Criss-Cross and Ornaments.
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Stano Filko: Poetry
about Space - Cosmos
When: 24 June – 18 September
Where: S lovak National Gallery - Esterházy
Palace, Bratislava
This solo exhibition of one of the
leaders of the neo-avant-garde in
Central Europe, Stano Filko (1937
- 2015), will feature a selection of
the author’s early works from the

1960s and 1970s. The exhibition is
based on the contrast between the
author’s monumental and personal
gestures – the artistic creations
are accompanied by a number of
projects, concepts, sketches, slides,
prints and archival documents, which
are exhibited as books open for
reading and reflection. The exhibition,
followed by a retrospective of the
artist’s work at the Slovak National
Gallery, will be accompanied by
the introduction of the first part of
a three-part monographic publication
on Stano Filko.

Veduta of Bratislava
in Palazzo Vecchio in
Florence
When: 23 – 24 November
Where: Primate’s Palace, Hall of Mirrors,
Bratislava

The objective of the event is to
familiarise the general public with
a unique fresco which dates back
to 1565. The veduta was a wedding
present for Joanna of Austria, sister
of the Holy Roman Emperor and the
first King of Hungary crowned in
Bratislava, Maximilian II, who married
Francesco I de‘ Medici. The fresco,
known as Possonia, celebrated its 450th
anniversary in 2015. It is Europe’s oldest
fresco depicting Bratislava. This unique
fresco remained unknown to the public
up to now, as it was not clearly visible
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Stanislav Filko: WORLD MAP II. 1967. SNG, Bratislava
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or readable before its restoration.
The fresco was painted to celebrate
the union between two important
European courts and families – the
House of Habsburg with the House of
Medici, rulers of Florence. The Slovak
Institute in Rome and the Embassy of
the Slovak Republic in Rome, together
with the Honorary Consulate of the
Slovak Republic in Italy, initiated the
restoration of the unique fresco in
2005. The town of Florence finished
the restoration last year. Bratislava
monuments that were unknown to
the public in their historical form
from the 16th century are now
more visible. Historians, restorers,
preservationists and many other
experts will participate at the expert
conference on the story behind veduta
Possonia. Contributions presented at
the conference will be published in
a special publication. A monumental
digital photo of the fresco (in a ratio of
1:1) will be on display to the public at
the Primate’s Palace. The event is coorganised by Bratislava’s City Institute
of Monuments Preservation, Bratislava
city council, the Embassy of the Slovak
Republic in Rome, the Slovak Historical
Institute in Rome, the Municipality of
Florence, the Honorary Consulate of
the Slovak Republic in Florence and the
Italian Cultural Institute in Bratislava.

Exhibition: François Kollar
When: 10 June – 11 September
Where: S lovak National Gallery - Esterházy
Palace, Bratislava
This monographic exhibition
dedicated to the life and work
of François Kollar, the French
photographer of Slovak origin,
has been prepared by the
prestigious Jeu de Paume gallery
in Paris. Approximately 130 original
photographs from museum

collections and the artist’s estate
will be presented at the event,
several of which have never before
been exhibited. Kollar (1904–1979)
was a famous representative of
the New Objectivity (Neue Sachlichkeit)
movement and a significant fashion
and advertising photographer. The
exhibition’s first section will be
dedicated to Kollar’s early advertising,
fashion and industry work. The

François Kollar
Najobľúbenejšia Kollarova modelka. 1947. SNG,
Bratislava

main section will present his largest
photographic project, entitled La
France travaille (Working France), which
he worked on from 1931 to 1934.
The recurrent themes throughout
the project are the working man
and forms of work in France. The
exhibition’s last section features
Kollar’s photographs taken after World
War II, when he became a soughtafter portraitist in French society,
while continuing to do reportage
photography related to industry and
work, particularly in Western Africa.
The exhibition is co-organised by
the Jeu de Paume gallery and the
Médiathèque de l'architecture et du
patrimoine in Paris.
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Exhibition: Protecting
Nature and
Biodiversity in Slovakia
When: 19 September – 7 October
Where: B erlaymont building, European
Commission, Brussels
The exhibition aims to present
a selection of the most interesting,
the most precious and the most
beautiful corners of Slovakia,
whether they be national parks,
caves, the NATURA 2000 network
or UNESCO world heritage sites
The event will take place under
the auspices of the Commissioner
for Environment, Maritime Affairs
and Fisheries, Karmenu Vella, and
the VicePresident of the European
Commission, Maroš Šefčovič. The
exhibition includes a display of artistic
photographs on the theme of the
conservation of nature, biodiversity
and caves in Slovakia, information
boards about UNESCO sites and
national parks in Slovakia, a display
of the best entries from previous
editions of the Slovak Ministry
of the Environment’s eco-poster

competition, and commemorative
coins bearing images related to
nature and landscape conservation.
The event will be accompanied by
the screening of films on the topic
of nature protection in Slovakia
and talks led by experts from the
Slovak Ministry of the Environment.
Following the closure of the main
exhibition in the Berlaymont building,
part of the exhibition will also be
displayed at the European Parliament
and in selected directorates-general
at the European Commission. The
exhibition is organised by the Ministry
of the Environment of the Slovak
Republic in cooperation with various
organisations under its supervision
(State Nature Conservation Agency,
the Slovak Museum for Nature
Protection and Speleology, and the
Slovak Environment Agency) and the
Permanent Representation of the
Slovak Republic to the EU.

Workshops organised
by the Bratislava
administrative region
Workshop: Indigo print (textile
painting and printing)
When: 15–17 September
Where: Bratislava Region Brussels Office
Indigo print is a traditional textile
technique used to make patterns
and ornaments and to colour fabric
(textiles) using a special colour: indigo.
Ornaments are created by means of
a ‘printing reserve‘ (cover or papp)
which is used to print onto pieces
of cotton that are subsequently
dyed in indigo. The intensity of the
colour is achieved by drying, which
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allows the indigo dye to oxidate. It is
a specific type of dye and is similar to
batik. This technique achieves classic,
historical patterns and printed textiles
with modern designs. Workshop
participants will become familiar with
indigo print technology and will have
the opportunity to create their own
ornaments and patterns using this
historical technique on contemporary
textiles and clothing. The workshop
is organised by the Bratislava
administrative region in cooperation
with the Josef Vydra School of Applied
Arts.

Felting
In Slovakia today, sheep’s wool
represents a rather traditional
material, but it also has a place
amongst modern textile techniques.
It is soft, pleasant to touch and
easy to work with. It has excellent
thermal properties: it is warm in
winter and cool in summer. Workshop
participants will learn more about
both wet and dry felting.

Student's Works, Josef Vydra School of Applied Arts

Workshops: woodcarving,
felting and making paper
Christmas decorations
When: 8–10 December
Where: Bratislava Region Brussels Office

Woodcarving
Wood has always been used to depict
folk motifs, village and pastoral scenes
and the everyday life of common
people. Use of the shepherd’s whistle
is widespread in the mountainous
regions of central Slovakia. It is made
of elder, ash, maple or brier wood
which is dried and subsequently
drilled using a forged auger. Workshop
participants will make stoppers,
a whistle and an overtone flute.

Archive of MOS Modra.

Making Christmas decorations
from old paper, cardboard and
papier mâché
The aim of the workshop is to
resurrect old magazines and
cardboard boxes in the form of
new functional design articles
without needing to recycle them
demandingly. The workshop will focus
on the skills involved in working with
this kind of material: cutting and
other techniques of splitting, folding,
gluing, bonding and pasting. These
materials are easy to process and they
develop creative thinking. At the same
time, there will be a public exhibition
of decorations made in schools, which
will show workshop visitors what they
can do with paper.

127

PATRONAGE – SLOVAK PRESIDENCY

The workshop is organised by the
Bratislava administrative region
in cooperation with the Small
Carpathian Cultural Centre (SCCC) from
Modra and the Josef Vydra School of
Applied Arts.

Dance workshop – Folk dance
When: 11–13 October
Where: Bratislava Region Brussels Office
Folk dance is a movement and
musical art performed mainly by
the rural population. It also includes
dances taken from different cultural

Archive of MOS Modra.

and ethnic environments, adapted
to local conditions. It is a kind
of dance which has largely been
created by anonymous authors.
They have formed, taken, preserved
and reshaped it by handing it down
from generation to generation.
Musical accompaniments to folk
dances in Slovakia are usually vocal
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and instrumental. The workshop
will include training in folk dances
from Bratislava and other regions
of Slovakia. It is organised by the
Bratislava administrative region
in cooperation with the Small
Carpathian Cultural Centre (SCCC) in
Modra.

Forbidden Art
When: 7–30 September
Where: exhibition rooms of the Museum of
the Slovak National Uprising

A roving art and documentary
exhibition of works created in
secret by prisoners detained in the
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration
camp in Auschwitz. The exhibition will
be installed to mark the Memorial Day
to the victims of the Holocaust and
Racial Violence (9 September 2016).
The exhibition is co-organised by the
State Museum Auschwitz-Birkenau in
Auschwitz.

GRANT SCHEME
Istropolitana Projekt
’16 Festival

Festival: Lumen 2016

When: 10–15 June

Where: Trnava town centre (Trojičné
námestie – Trinity Square, Town
Sports Hall, Hviezda Cinema and
the pedestrian zone)

Where: Bratislava
The biennial International Theatre
Festival organised by the Academy
of Performing Arts in Bratislava dates
back to 1977. The patron of the 21st
staging of the festival is the actress
Emília Vášáryová. The festival will be
held at five theatres in Bratislava and
will include performances by 18 young
professional theatre ensembles from
around the world. The inhabitants of
Bratislava and theatre lovers will see in
some of the world’s best performers
in the streets of the Old Town. Each
performance put on by ensembles
from Italy, Great Britain or Germany will
attract daily around 500 spectators. This
year’s Istropolitana Projekt Festival provides
a platform for the confrontation of
young theatre makers and for the
creation of cross-border cooperation
and friendships. As such it promotes the
multinational dimension of culture and
puts on workshops and discussions with
world famous theatre personalities.
Amongst other things, there will be
creative FabrikArt workshops, VŠMU EU
Stage music and theatre performances
and informal meetings and discussions.
The festival is organised by the Academy
of Performing Arts in Bratislava.

When: 3–4 June

The Central European Festival Lumen
presents top-quality Slovak gospel
bands as well as a selection of excellent
bands from abroad. This year’s lineup includes performances from
Twelve24 (United Kingdom), Good
Weather Forecast (Germany), Warum
Lila (Germany), Daniel Levi (Estonia),
Trnava locals Hudba z Marsu and many
others. The two festival days will see 5
bands from abroad and 12 Slovak bands
performing across four stages. As well
as concerts, the festival also offers a rich
accompanying programme of lectures,
discussions (including a talk show
session), theatre performances and
children’s events, with 20 workshops
for participants to choose from. Each
year the festival is attended by 7 000
to 9 000 young people from Slovakia
and beyond. Throughout its 24-year
history, dozens of foreign bands have
performed at the festival, including
groups from the USA, Great Britain,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands,
Norway, South Africa, Canada, Ukraine
and the Visegrad countries. This
non-commercial festival is organised
by Domka - Association of Salesian
Youth, with the help of more than 300
volunteers.
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Central European
Forum 2016 – Banská
Bystrica

form, which is particularly important in
the light of the growing anti-European
ideology in the region. The event is
organised by the Projekt Fórum civil
association.

When: 17 November

Europe in Žilina

Where: Puppet Theatre at the Crossroads,
Banská Bystrica

When: May – December
Where: Cultural centre Stanica ŽilinaZárečie, New Synagoge and
Mariánske square, Žilina

The Central European Forum is an
international forum dedicated to
discussing the major problems and
challenges facing Central Europe and
countries elsewhere in the world.
It provides a platform for writers,
sociologists and scholars representing
a broad range of opinions and personal
experiences. The conference has
been held since 2009 – always on the
anniversary of 17 November – in one of
Bratislava’s theatres, and since 2013 also
in theatres in Banská Bystrica. This is
our way of celebrating the anniversary
of the Velvet Revolution, which started
with public debates in theatres. The
Central European Forum is characterised
by the particularly high quality of its
discussions, which are open to a Slovak
and international public (all debates are
simultaneously interpreted into English
and Slovak). The discussions in Banská
Bystrica will be important in terms of
the decentralisation of the presidency.
The presidency is not just a matter for
elites – it is also owned and exercised
by the public. It will present pressing
current European issues in an interactive
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Europe in Žilina is a series of events
that caters for a wide range of both
cultural and specialised interests and
focuses on European issues. The project
brings together the voluntary sector
and municipal authorities, political
representatives from Slovakia and
abroad as well as people from the
world of art, culture and tourism. The
project includes a series of moderated
public discussions on European and
foreign policy and historical topics.
It also comprises top-class theatre
performances and concerts, talks on
journeys made throughout Europe
and a popular cultural and gastronomy
event inspired by Žilina’s twin European
towns. The project is organised by the
NGO Truc sphérique in collaboration
with the Department of Culture, Sports,
Tourism and Urban Development of the
city of Žilina.

PARTNERS AND SPONSORS
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